Beaver County Commission Meeting
Beaver, UT 84713
August 4, 2026

The Board of County Commissioners met on August 4, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. for its regular Commission Meeting.   Attending were:  Commissioner Wade Hollingshead, Chairman; Commissioner Tammy Pearson; Commissioner Brandon Yardley; Ginger McMullin, Clerk/Auditor and Chloee Anderson, Assistant Commission Coordinator.


Comm. Wade Hollingshead called the meeting to order.

Prayer was offered by Commissioner Brandon Yardley.
Pledge of Allegiance by Chloee Anderson, Assistant Commission Coordinator.
Review and Approve County Bills.  Motion to approve County Bills was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was made unanimous.
Previous minutes were presented by Ginger McMullin, Clerk/Auditor.  With minor adjustments and edits, motion to authorize minutes was made by Comm. Pearson (aye), seconded by Comm. Yardley (aye), the vote was unanimous.
Federal Funding Update.  Rep Celeste Maloy, Congressional 2nd District; James Leavitt, Rep. Maloy’s Office, updated the Commission of the available Federal Funding available for Fire/Flood Disaster.  Gov. Cox is working on a Presidential Disaster Designation to assist with the recovery funding.  Mr. Leavitt spoke on the FEMA Funding for individuals.  Rep. Maloy commended the good communication efforts with the local leaders.  Comm. Hollingshead shared that FEMA will be in Beaver on Aug 11 & 12.
Consider Industrial Protection Ordinance 2026-08. Keven Whicker, Ag Protection Advisory Board discussed the public hearing that was held on July 14, enacting an industrial protection area for the Robert’s Fertilizer Operation.  Motion to authorize signature on Ordinance 2026-08 was made by Comm. Pearson, seconded by Comm. Yardley, and the vote was unanimous. Roll call vote Comm. Pearson (aye); Comm. Hollingshead (aye); Comm. Yardley (aye).
2027 Contract Amendment-Contract #240463.  Teresa Wood, CJC Director met with the Commission to discuss the new Grant Contract Amendment #240463.  The 2027FY Children’s Justice Center Budget will be fully funded by the State.  Motion to authorize signature on CJC Grant-Contract #240463, was made by Comm. Pearson (aye), seconded by Comm. Yardley (aye), and the vote was unanimous.
Donation Request for Beaver County Livestock Club. Present were:  Allie Moffett, Max Moffett, Colt Moffett, Brayden Smith, Braxton Smith, McConnell Anderson, Haxston Smith, Adalyn Anderson, Josh Webb, Griffin Wood, Hanna Smith Arikka Anderson, Naavah Hanks, Hattie Smith, Hayzel Hanks, Jake Davie, Jase Davie, Phoenix Stewart, Faith Stewart, Griffin Stewart, Tate Stringer Brylee Sorenson, Riggin Sorenson, Roper Sorenson, Mya Stringer, Layne Cooley, Newt Cooley, Tayte Cooley, Lilly Yardley, Nyle Hanks and Chloee Marshall represented the Beaver County Livestock Club.  The Livestock Club will be showing 142 animals by 85 members of the youth.  Southwest Livestock Show will be held on Sept 9th.  Motion to authorize payment in the amount of $5000 to Beaver County Livestock was made by Comm. Pearson (aye), seconded by Comm. Yardley (aye), and the vote was made unanimous.
Data Center Discussion.  Matt Sterzer, Commission Coordinator joined via ZOOM, discussing with the Commission the topic of Data Centers and the fact that the County will focus on transparency and resources, such as water and power.  Local control is one of the main focuses when entertaining a project in Beaver County.  
Ratify Evacuation and Restricted Access Order.  On July 21, 2026, Resolution 2026-12 declaring a State of Emergency in Beaver County due the flood that occurring July 19, 2026.  With the ongoing flood conditions there is a continued threat to the public safety and require both evacuation and restricted access controls.  Motion to ratify the signing of the Evacuation and Restricted Access Order was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was made unanimous.
Consider Public Defender Contract Addendum.  Ms. McMullin discussed the need to amend the current contract for the Public Defenders that are currently under contract with Beaver County to more clarify the payments to each attorney.    Motion to authorize signature on the Public Defender Addendum Contract for Ryan Nielsen ($5,416.66) and Christa Nelson of The Park Firm ($1,875.00) was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was made unanimous.
Forest Service-Cottonwood Fire Update.  Jared Whitmore, USDA Forest Service Ranger updated the Commission on the Cottonwood Fire disaster.  The Cottonwood Fire is 95% contained as of today’s date.  They are focused on suppression repair with the Cottonwood Fire.  Mr. Whitmore stated that 40% of the burn scar will be reseeded with funding approval.  Sheriff Black expressed concerns to the Forest Service and to the Commissioners regarding access to closed areas with the upcoming hunting season. He stated that public safety risks and the potential need for search and rescue operations should be considered when determining access restrictions.  
UDOT-Cottonwood Fire Update- Devin Monroe, Tracy Munson, Devin Squire, UDOT met with Commission to discuss Hwy 153 access.  There may be a gate installed at the first diversion at mile post 4.  There will be another gate installed at Merchant Valley from the Junction side of Hwy 153 at mile post 14.    UDOT has repaired Hwy 153 in several areas to allow access.  There has not been a target date established yet to reopen the closed areas of Hwy 153.  Hwy 153 will remain closed for the winter most likely.   UDOT will create a single lane access when the time is right on the Beaver side of Hwy 153.  Jones & DeMille reported on the damage assessments for the various agencies.  Weekly Thursday meetings will be scheduled to keep communication between all of the partners.  Motion to authorize signature on the NRCS consideration was made by Comm. Pearson(aye), seconded by Comm. Yardley(aye), and the vote was made unanimous.
Army Corp of Engineers Request.  Parker Vercimak, Joes & DeMille discussed the process for the Army Corp of Engineers and NRCS funding with the several agencies affected by the Cottonwood Fire/Flood.  Gary Webster, with Sen. Mike Lee’s Office was present to address any needs the County has for the Senator.  
Consider MOU:  Emergency Assistance cost sharing with Beaver City.  Motion to authorize MOU with Beaver County was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was made unanimous.
Consider MOU: Iron County Emergency Assistance (Heavy Equipment).  Motion to authorize signature on MOU with Iron County was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was made unanimous.
Consider MOU:  Millard County Emergency Assistance.  Motion to authorize signature on MOU with Millard County was made by Comm. Yardley (aye), seconded by Comm. Pearson (aye), and the vote was made unanimous.
2027 Five County AOG Contract.  Motion to authorize signature on the 2027 Five County AOG Contract was made by Comm. Pearson (aye), seconded by Comm. Yardley (aye), and the vote was made unanimous.
Commission Updates.  Comm. Pearson discussed the water testing of the irrigation water that has been tested on the rivers by USU Water Department.  Water reported an elevated levels of the various rivers and streams and the concern of the livestock consumption.
Meeting adjourned.
** Some portions of these minutes were edited with assistance from ChatGPT for formatting and clarity.





