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 WASHINGTON COUNTY COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
AUGUST 18, 2026

The Regular Meeting of the Board of the Washington County Commission was called to order by Chairman Adam Snow at 4:00 p.m. on August 18, 2026, in the Washington County Commission Chambers, and via Zoom 111 East Tabernacle, St. George, Utah. Those in attendance were Commissioner Adam Snow, Commissioner Gil Almquist, Commissioner Victor Iverson, Deputy County Attorney Devin Snow, County Administrator Nicholle Felshaw and Deputy Clerk Sarah Lloyd.

 INVOCATION BY: Carole Drake, St. George Catholic Church

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Chief Deputy Trevor Benson

PUBLIC COMMENT:

(See attached sign-up sheet for names and subject)

CONSENT AGENDA:

[bookmark: Item5917]The Consent Agenda is a means of expediting the consideration of routine matters.  If a commissioner requests that items be removed from the consent agenda, those items are placed at the beginning of the regular agenda.  Other than requests to remove items, a motion to approve the items on the consent agenda is not debatable.

· [bookmark: S6387][bookmark: Item5710]Consideration of Auditor-Approved Claims for Payment for August 5, 2026, through August 18, 2026.
· Consideration of Commission Meeting Minutes of August 4, 2026
· Consideration of Administrative Adjustments: Real Property
· Consideration of Administrative Adjustments: Personal Property
· Consideration of Proof of Publication of Ordinance No. 2026-1327-O, Published Sunday, August 9, 2026
· Consideration of Second Amendment to Interlocal Agreement with Washington County Water Conservancy District Regarding Kolob Reservoir

MOTION:	Motion by Commissioner Iverson to Approve the Consent Agenda as Outlined. Motion seconded by Commissioner Almquist and carried by unanimous vote, with Commissioners Snow, Almquist and Iverson voting aye.

[bookmark: Item6225][bookmark: Item6739][bookmark: S2882][bookmark: Item5965]REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION:

PRESENTATION: SWEARING IN/OATH OF OFFICE FOR NEW WASHINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE DEPUTIES

Sheriff Barry Golding presented Deputies John Putnam, Levi Robin, Derik Lynch, Jamilyn Evans, Tyler Julander, Adler Brough, Leato Brown, Stacy Morris and Emma Valentine who took their oath of office. 

EMPLOYEE LONGEVITY

Commissioner Victor Iverson recognized County Assessor Tom Durrant on his 30 years of service to the County. Mark Tebbs recognized Leslie Broderick on her 20 years of service to Washington County, and Tom Durrant recognized Josh Wadsworth on his 20 years of service to Washington County.

PRESENTATION: INTRODUCING ROYALTY

Fair Director Susi Lafaele introduced Alison Anderson, Royalty Coordinator. Ms. Anderson gave some highlights from the past year and introduced Miss Red Mountain Lexi Stackhouse, Miss Greater Zion Sienna Romney, and Miss Washington County Elle Leavitt. 

PRESENTATION: 4-H DRONE COMPETITION

Dr. Paul Hill and Aubree Runia from the USU Extension spoke on USU’s drone program. 

(See attached presentation.)

SEARCH AND RESCUE REPORT: WASHINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Sargeant Jake Paul of the Washington County Sheriff’s Office reported there were twenty-four (24) total calls from June 16th through August 17th with a total of 531.5-man hours. There has been a total of 80 SAR incidents in 2026.

(See attached report.)


CONSIDERATION OF PURCHASE REQUESTS:

Roads, Additional 3/8” Chips for 2026 Chip Seal Projects (Amendment to PO #376)  ($20,000.00)
Greater Zion, Outdoor Odyssey 2026 Meeting …..…...….....………..…………...… ($10,000.00)
Greater Zion, 2026 Stadium Cups, Lids and GZ QR Code Stickers ………………….. ($10,476.00)
Emergency Operations, Bomb Squad Training Course …………….………….……. ($42,550.00)
Legacy Park, Grafton Parking Lot Seal ……………………………………………… ($38,966.92)
Sheriff, Replacing Duty Weapons …………………………………………………… ($23,097.50)

All purchases are budgeted, bonded, or paid for through grant funds.

MOTION:	Motion by Commissioner Almquist Approve the Purchase Requests as Outlined. Motion seconded by Commissioner Iverson and carried by unanimous vote, with Commissioners Snow, Almquist and Iverson voting aye.

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE NO. 2026-1328-O, AN ORDINANCE REZONING A PROPERTY LOCATED AT HOLT CANYON ROAD FROM THE A-20 ZONE (AGRICULTURAL 20 ACRE MINIMUM LOT SIZE), TO THE A-10 ZONE (AGRICULTURAL 10 ACRE MINIMUM LOT SIZE), HEREINAFTER FULLY DESCRIBED IN THIS ORDINANCE (APPLICANT: JAMES JESSOP REPRESENTING RUNWAY RANCH LLC)

Community Development Director Scott Messel explained the property is northeast of Enterprise with all parcels nearby being zoned A-20. This property is 17.5 acres, and in order to receive a building permit, the property will need to come into compliance. The Planning Commissioner held the required public hearing, and it was unanimously recommended for approval, subject to the findings in the Staff Report. 

MOTION:	Motion by Commissioner Iverson to Adopt Ordinance No. 2026-1328-O, An Ordinance Rezoning a Property Located at Holt Canyon Road from the A-20 Zone (Agricultural 20 Acre Minimum Lot Size), to the A-10 Zone (Agricultural 10 Acre Minimum Lot Size), Hereinafter Fully Described in This Ordinance (Applicant: James Jessop Representing Runway Ranch LLC). Motion seconded by Commissioner Almquist and carried by unanimous vote, with Commissioners Snow, Almquist and Iverson voting aye. 

CONSIDERATION OF ORDINANCE NO. 2026-1329-O, AN ORDINANCE REZONING A PROPERTY LOCATED AT APPROXIMATELY 200 W. 1600 N. KOLOB, UT 84767 FROM THE OST-20 ZONE (OPEN SPACE TRANSITION 20-ACRE MINIMUM LOT SIZE), TO THE SFR-1 ZONE (SEASONAL FOREST RESIDENTIAL 1-ACRE MINUMUM LOT SIZE), HEREINAFTER FULLY DESCRIBED IN THIS ORDINANCE (APPLICANT: WASHINGTON COUNTY STAFF AND TERESA TURNER)

Mr. Messel stated this property was one that was divided years ago and is existing non-conforming. The property is approximately 3 acres in size, and the owner would like to construct a pavilion which requires the property to be brought into compliance. The Planning Commission has recommended approval subject to findings and conditions in the Staff Report. 

[bookmark: S5909]MOTION:	Motion by Commissioner Almquist to Adopt Ordinance No. 2026-1329-O, An Ordinance Rezoning a Property Located at Approximately 200 W. 1600 N. Kolob, UT 84767 from the OST-20 Zone (Open Space Transition 20-Acre Minimum Lot Size), to the SFR-1 Zone (Seasonal Forest Residential 1-Acre Minimum Lot Size), Hereinafter Fully Described in This Ordinance (Applicant: Washington County Staff and Teresa Turner). Motion seconded by Commissioner Iverson and carried by unanimous vote, with Commissioners Snow, Almquist and Iverson voting aye. 
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-2026-3806, A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR AGREEMENT BETWEEN WASHINGTON COUNTY AND BRETT RYAN FOR SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATION AND CONTENT CREATION SERVICES

Greater Zion Marketing Manager Ed Aurrecocechea stated that this is an Independent Contractor agreement for social media management and content creation services through December 31, 2026. 

MOTION:	Motion by Commissioner Iverson to Approve Resolution No. R-2026-3806, A Resolution Approving an Independent Contractor Agreement Between Washington County and Brett Ryan for Social Media Coordination and Content Creation Services. Motion seconded by Commissioner Almquist and carried by unanimous vote, with Commissioners Snow, Almquist and Iverson voting aye. 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-2026-3807, A RESOLUTION APPROVING A CANYON COMMUNITY CENTER USER AGREEMENT BETWEEN WASHINGTON COUNTY AND THE TOWN OF SPRINGDALE

Greater Zion Partner Relations & Strategic Insights Manager Matthew Watson explained Greater Zion will be holding a customer service partner training this fall in Springdale to allow those on the east side of the County to allow greater attendance for those in the area. 

MOTION:	Motion by Commissioner Almquist to Approve Resolution No. R-2026-3807, A Resolution Approving a Canyon Community Center User Agreement Between Washington County and the Town of Springdale. Motion seconded by Commissioner Iverson and carried by unanimous vote, with Commissioners Snow, Almquist and Iverson voting aye. 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-2026-3808, A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AWARD OF BID AND EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT FOR THE DESERT COLOR NICA PROJECT

Destination Development Manager Leslie Fonger stated this contract is to construct access road, parking, staging and a trailhead in order to host NICA events at Desert Color. The local company Index Construction was the lowest responsible bidder and the most qualified according to the standards in the request for proposals document. 

MOTION:	Motion by Commissioner Iverson to Approve Resolution No. R-2026-3808, A Resolution Approving an Ward of Bid and Execution of a Contract for the Desert Color NICA Project. Motion seconded by Commissioner Almquist and carried by unanimous vote, with Commissioners Snow, Almquist and Iverson voting aye. 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-2026-3809, A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE FUNDING AGREEMENT FOR THE LIBERTY VILLAGE GREEN DRAGON TAVERN CONSTRUCTION AND RATIFYING PAST ACTIONS REGARDING LIBERTY VILLAGE

Deputy County Attorney Devin Snow introduced this item by stating that the Commission previously passed a Resolution appropriating funding for the design and construction of the Green Dragon Tavern in Liberty Village. This resolution approves an amendment that extends the completion deadline from two to three years, and also changes the time frame for when the third installment is to be paid to Liberty Village. The resolution also ratifies past items regarding Liberty Village. Commissioner Iverson disclosed a conflict of interest as a non-paid board member of the 501c3 Liberty Village before the discussion and vote of the commissioners. 

MOTION:	Motion by Commissioner Almquist to Approve Resolution No. R-2026-3809, A Resolution Amending the Funding Agreement for the Liberty Village Green Dragon Tavern Construction and Ratifying Past Actions Regarding Liberty Village. Motion seconded by Commissioner Snow and carried by unanimous vote, with Commissioners Snow and Almquist voting aye and Commissioner Iverson abstaining. 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-2026-3810, A RESOLUTION APPOINTING AND REAPPOINTING MEMBERS TO THE WASHINGTON COUNTY LIBRARY BOARD

Commissioner Snow read that Haylee Caplin, Martell Bennion and Commissioner Victor Iverson will be appointed to the Library Board with terms to expire on June 1, 2030. 		

MOTION:	Motion by Commissioner Almquist to Approve Resolution No. R-2026-3810, A Resolution Appointing and Reappointing Members to the Washington County Library Board. Motion seconded by Commissioner Snow and carried by unanimous vote, with Commissioners Snow, Almquist and Iverson voting aye. 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-2026-3811, A RESOLUTION APPOINTING A BOARD MEMBER TO THE ASH CREEK SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL BOARD

Deputy County Attorney Devin Snow reported there was a recent change in Hurricane City Council’s membership which requires a change in the designee to serve on the Ash Creek Special Service District Administrative Control Board. It is recommended that Merlin Spendlove be appointed. 

MOTION:	Motion by Commissioner Iverson to Approve Resolution No. R-2026-3811, A Resolution Appointing a Board Member to the Ash Creek Special Service District Administrative Control Board. Motion seconded by Commissioner Almquist and carried by unanimous vote, with Commissioners Snow, Almquist and Iverson voting aye. 

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION NO. R-2026-3812, A RESOLUTION APPROVING A GRANT AGREEMENT BETWEEN WASHINGTON COUNTY AND THE UTAH DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD FOR PREDATION MANAGEMENT

Deputy County Attorney Devin Snow stated this item deals with feral swine and other livestock predators. This agreement is with the state and will cost the County $1200, $600 of which is reimbursed.

MOTION:	Motion by Commissioner Almquist to Approve Resolution No. R-2026-3812, A Resolution Approving a Grant Agreement Between Washington County and the Utah Department of Agriculture and Food for Predation Management. Motion seconded by Commissioner Iverson and carried by unanimous vote, with Commissioners Snow, Almquist and Iverson voting aye. 

COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

Commissioner Iverson congratulated Commissioner Snow on his hard work during the recent Congressional tour, with Commissioner Almquist seconding that sentiment. Commissioner Almquist discussed the invasive grass phragmites that is expanding throughout the state and destroying native habitats. Commissioner Snow thanked the Congressional Offices for their work and the relationship-building with their colleagues that can make it to Washington, D.C.

Having no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:21 p.m.





______________________________		______________________________
SARAH LLOYD                                        		         ADAM SNOW
DEPUTY CLERK		COMMISSION CHAIR
