MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF EMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HELD IN THE  EMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

AUGUST 18, 2026



Present at the meeting was Commission Chairman Dennis Worwood, Commissioner Keven Jensen, Commissioner Jordan Leonard, Attorney Mike Olsen, Sheriff Tyson Huntington, Deputy Clerk/Auditor Carol Cox, elected officials and citizens.

CONSENT AGENDA

(1)
APPROVAL OF CHECK EDIT LIST, REQUISITIONS, AND DISPOSITIONS

The Warrant Check Edit List # 271653 through and including #271757 was presented for payment.

There were no requisitions.  

Dispositions were presented for #9299 Dell printer, #1222 Desktop computer, #8110 TV,
#1736 Desktop computer, #1734 Desktop computer, #1223 Desktop computer,  #’s 6374 thru #6385 voting booths, # 3626, 3476, 3629, 3630 office chairs. 

(2)
APPROVAL OF AUGUST 4, 2026 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES.

(3)
APPROVAL OF BUSINESS LICENSE FOR PAM WHITMIRE, ROCHESTER RETREAT/THE GREENHOUSES AT ROCHESTER RETREAT.

(4)
APPROVAL TO GIVE EMELYN OLIVERSON A 3% WAGE INCREASE FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF HER 6 MONTH ORIENTATION PERIOD AND THE 3% COLA GIVEN THE FIRST OF THE YEAR. THIS SHOULD HAVE BECOME EFFECTIVE 3-16-26 SO SHE WILL RECEIVE BACK PAY.

(5)
NOTIFICATION SELECTED KARISSA A CORRIGAN AS A PART TIME ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN FOR THE ELMO LIBRARY WORKING 19 HOURS PER WEEK GRADE 9 WITH NO BENEFITS, EFFECTIVE 8-4-26.

(6)
APPROVAL OF LETTER OF SUPPORT OF THE STATE OF UTAH DIVISION OF NATURAL RESOURCES APPLICATION FOR A TRAIL GRANT THROUGH THE UTAH DIVISION OF OUTDOOR RECREATION REGARDING OLSEN RESERVOIR. 

DISCUSSION AGENDA

(1)
ITEMS PULLED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA.

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(2)
SAFETY MINUTE PRESENTATION-DANIELLE FARLEY, DEPUTY RECORDER II.

Danielle presented tips on staying flexible while sitting at your desk.  She suggested getting up and walking around and stretching throughout the day.

(3)
AWARDING OF SAFETY VISA GIFT CARDS- 642 DAYS WITHOUT A LOSS TIME INCIDENT.

Full time employee:  Selena Hardman
Part time employee:  Camille Thomas
Safety Sensitive:        Kyler Farley and Dillon Keele

(4)
PRESENTATION BY DEVON FARLEY AND TREY POPE REGARDING BOY’S STATE.

Devon Farley and Trey Pope thanked the Emery County Commissioners for their support to attend Boy’s State.  The Commissioners asked them what they learned at Boy’s State.  Both answered that they learned about government processes and that it is important to have good communication skills.

(5)
PRESENTATION BY SOUTHEASTERN UTAH JR. LIVESTOCK SHOW.
 
Kaylee Morris thanked the Commissioner for their continued support for the Stock Show.  Kaylee had a visual presentation of the event and an overview of the participant’s success.  The kids put a lot of time and effort into presenting their animals. It takes a lot of volunteers to put on the Stock Show.  They could always use more volunteers. The Commissioners were asked to participate in their awards ceremony.  

(6)
OPEN BIDS FOR THE CASTLE DALE LIBRARY COMMERCIAL RENOVATIONS RFP.

Two bids were submitted for the Castle Dale Library Commercial Renovations.
1.  Nichols Remodeling             $59,330
2. Arrowhead Construction       $ 54,900

Motion to accept the bids was made by Commissioner Keven Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, and the motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(7)
OPEN BIDS FOR THE HUNTINGTON LIBRARY COMMERCIAL RENOVATIONS RFP.

Two bids were submitted for the Huntington Library Commercial Renovations.
1. Arrowhead Construction        $82,360.00
2. Nichols Remodeling              $ 56,484.00
Motion to accept the bids was made by Commissioner Keven Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, and the motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(8)
RATIFICATION OF SIGNING OF EMERGENCY FACILITIES & LAND USE AGREEMENT REGARDING HUNTINGTON AIRPORT.

The Emergency Facilities & Land Use Agreement will allow the fire helicopters to land at the Huntington Airport.  The Agreement was signed before this meeting and now that action needs to be ratified.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to ratify the signing of an Emergency Facilities & Land Use Agreement regarding the Huntington Airport.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(9)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ENTERING INTO A CONTRACT FOR CONTINUED OPIOID FUNDING PARTNERSHIP WITH FOUR CORNERS BEHAVIORAL HEALTH.

Melissa Huntington gave a brief history presentation of opioid treatment resources for Emery County by Four Corners Behavioral Health.  Approximately three years ago FCBH requested an Opioid funding partnership with Emery County for a percentage of opioid funds received by Emery County to support their treatment efforts. With these funds they have been able to expand the amount of beds available for their detox treatment program.  They were able to provide a van to transport individuals to detox treatment centers and appointments. These detox centers are 24 hour service facilities. She asked for continued support by way of a three year commitment for 60% of the opioid funds that come in to the county with plans to continue to provide these services to the communities.  Commissioner Jensen expressed concern that over the years the opioid funds will start to decrease. He asked if they will still be able to provide the services without the funds.  Melissa assured the Commissioners that they are able to pursue other funding revenues  to supplement the service and keep the programs running.  Commissioner Leonard and Commissioner Jensen expressed concern that the payments to the county change monthly. This year the Commission has over extended commitments to provide opioid funds to other agencies who have requested funds to supplement their programs. Sheriff Huntington commented that FCBH is a vital resource for the Emery County Sheriff’s Department.  	Commissioner Worwood suggested looking at the request for funds from the other providers and check for redundancy in services.  We need to look at this in December for 2027 funds.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to table to look at where we are with the funds.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none 

(10)
ACCEPTANCE OF AWARD OF 2025 STATE HOMELAND SECURITY GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $115,573.00

Sergeant Jeremy Lake, Homeland Security/Emergency Management requested approval of the 2025 State Homeland Security Grant award in the amount of $115, 573.00.  The funds will be used for HazMat mitigation. Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to accept the award of $115,573.00 the 2025 Homeland Security Grant.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Keven Jensen.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

Jeremy was asked to provide an update on the Black Canyon Fire in Joe’s Valley.  The fire crews have been doing an amazing job.  They are concentrating on 1 spot in the northwest corner of the canyon.  Hot shot crews are going in to clean-up and contain.  So far the fire has burned +3500 acres.  The recent rains have helped.  It is good to see that no structures were damaged from the fire. 

(11)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY REFUND TO TAXPAYER FOR PARCEL 01-0265-0002 BASED ON UTAH STATE TAX COMMISSION RULING ON APPEAL NO. 25-1872

Josie Stilson explained that the State Tax Commission ruled on an appeal for taxpayer 01-0265-0002.  The Tax Commission found the value to be $138,000 less than what the tax payer paid for 2025.  To comply with the Tax Commission’s order and adjust our county records we need to refund the taxpayer the difference from what they paid and the taxes based on the value the Tax Commission ruled.   Commissioner Jensen expressed his disapproval with the Tax Commission.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve the refund to taxpayer for parcel #01-0265-0002  based on Utah Tax Commission ruling on Appeal no. 25-1872.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
Commissioner Worwood explained that the frustration is not with the tax payer but with the Utah State Tax Commission and their finding that EC values were too low factoring a raise in values and then ruling that a tax payer’s value was too high.  
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(12)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY UTAH OFFICE OF OUTDOOR RECREATION MITIGATION GRANT APPLICATION

AnnDee Mead, Emery County opted for a TRT increase so we could apply for the upcoming Outdoor Recreation Mitigation Grant. Since we could only apply for this grant once each year she has been working with the different departments that this grant would benefit from. She indicated that they have come up with some projects the grant could fund. One need is an officer dedicated to Public Lands specifically for the Swell area, Search and Rescue needs ice rescue equipment, Road department Mag Chloride on the Buckhorn and Goblin Valley where the county sees the most visitation.  The Office of Travel and Tourism will administer the funds from the grant.  They will apply for $400,000 with no match required.  They will have a better idea of what this grant will look like for the County next year.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve the Emery County Travel Bureau to apply for the Utah Office of Outdoor Recreation Mitigation Grant.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Keven Jensen.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:    none 



(13)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY FY2027 AGREEMENT BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY AND UTAH DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD (UDAF) REGARDING PREDATOR CONTROL.

This is a yearly agreement between Emery County and Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF) for Predator Control.  The Agreement is for $6,000.00 UDAF will send back to the county $3,000.00.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve FY2027 Agreement between Emery County and UDAF regarding Predator Control.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none  


(14)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF CROSS-APPEALS FOR 2026 CENTRALLY ASSESSED PROPERTIES-DIAMOND K GYPSUM.

Attorney Mike Olsen requested approval for Resolution 8-18-26 Authorizing the Filing of Cross-Appeals for 2026 Centrally Assessed Properties-Diamond K Gypsum.  Diamond K Gypsum has appealed their values with the State Tax Commission.  To retain our right to appeal. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve Resolution 8-18-26 authorizing the filing of cross-appeals for 2026 Centrally Assessed propseries-Diamond K Gypsum.  
The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.      
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(15)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY SECOND AMENDMENT TO MEDICAL OFFICE LEASE (CONTRACT 61097, 43067) RE: PARKING AN AMBULANCE AT EMERY MEDICAL CENTER.

Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve the second amendment to Medical Lease( contract 61097, 43067) regarding parking an ambulance at Emery Medical Center.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Keven Jensen.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
           Keven Jensen
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(16)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY LETTER OF REQUEST AND APPLICATION FOR EMERGENCY NRCS ASSISTANCE TO MITIGATE EFFECTS OF THE BLACK CANYON FIRE ON JOES VALLEY RESERVOIR.

Jonathon Johansen requested approval for a letter of request and application for emergency NRCS assistance to mitigate effects of the Black Canyon Fire on Joe’s Valley Reservoir. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve a letter of request and application for emergency NRCS assistance to mitigate effects of the Black Canyon Fire on Joe’s Valley Reservoir.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none


(17)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ENTERING INTO A CONTRACT WITH UAC FOR COMMERCIAL VALUATION SERVICES INCLUDING A COUNTYWIDE DETAIL REVIEW AND LAND GUIDE REVIEW.

Commissioner Jensen reported that in conversations with UAC he found out that the County does not have to advertise for proposals for Commercial Valuation Services.  As a member of UAC they can do the Commercial Valuation Service.  The cost is $62,500 for countywide services. . The valuations need to be done by the end of the year.   UAC can get it done by then.  We can request to have the Commercial Valuations done countywide. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to enter into a contract with UAC for Commercial Valuations Services and to to dig into the budget to find the funds to get the countywide valuations done before the end of the year.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none





(18)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY COMMISSION DECISION REGARDING LETTER RECEIVED APPEALING THE AUGUST 12, 2026 PLANNING COMMISSION DECISION APPROVING A LEVEL II CUP FOR THE DRUNKARD’S WASH SOLAR PROJECT.

Commissioner Worwood explained that on August 12, 2026 the Emery County Planning Commission granted a Level II CUP for Drunkard’s Wash Solar Project. The county code does allow for groups to appeal that decision. The county received a letter from the Sports, Fish and Wildlife appealing the decision expressing concerns for migration of wildlife/deer and elk winter range. Commissioner Worwood acknowledged the receipt of the appeal and that it was in the 10 days window. We will not make a final decision today.  Commissioner Jensen expressed his desire to vote on a decision on this project today.  Commissioner Worwood expressed concern that it would open the county up for litigation.  Other groups have not had an opportunity to respond.  Michael Hutchins from the Drunkard’s Wash Solar Project indicated that they have not had an opportunity for due process to respond to the appeal.   He explained that they asked for a copy of the appeal and received it 5 minutes before this meeting.  If you choose to vote on this today we will appeal in District Court.    






(19)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ISSUING A TEMPORARY  MORATORIUM ON A LEVEL II OR LEVEL III CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS WHILE ORDINANCES ARE REVIEWED AND UPDATED. 






(20)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY MOVING FORWARD WITH UPDATING ORDINANCES TO REFLECT LARGE SCALE INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO SOLAR, DATA CENTERS, NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT, ETC BEING CLASSIFIED AS LEVEL III CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS.


(21)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY MAKING THE MISS EMERY COUNTY PROGRAM A SEPARATE DEPARTMENT FROM THE EMERY COUNTY FAIR IN REGARDS TO ACCOUNTING, FUNDRAISERS AND RELATED ITEMS.

Commissioner Jensen discussed the Miss Emery County Program and suggested that it would be beneficial to separate Miss Emery from the Emery County Fair. He cited reasons that would be better able to keep track of funds going out and coming in with regards to both programs.  It would be easier to keep track of donations for the Miss Emery program.  At budget time this fall we may set up a separate budget for next year’s program.  Commissioner Leonard expressed concern that donations be kept clean and does not get blended into the County Fair budget.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve making Miss Emery County Program a separate department from the Emery County Fair in regards to accounting, fundraisers and related items.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:   none  

(22)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY PLAN REGARDING RV DUMP STATION WATER USAGE ISSUES.

Commissioner Worwood discussed an issue regarding RV Dump Station water usage.  We have RV Dump Stations in three communities in the county.  The concern lies with individuals filling large trucks with water.  This is not the intended use of the potable water stations. Jacob Sharp, CVSSD has requested taking steps to mitigate water abuse.  Possibly by charging a fee for the filling of large tanks. CVSSD wants support for developing a plan regarding water usage at RV dump stations.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve supporting CVSSD in taking steps to mitigate water use abuse.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The  motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none 

(23)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY HIRING A BOE HEARING OFFICER.



(24)
ELECTED OFFICIAL REPORTS.


(25)
ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Keven Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, and the motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none






ATTEST:______________________COMMISSIONER:___________________________
