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TICABOO UTILITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
Water Rights Discussion with Utah Division of Water Rights 
Date: Wednesday, September 2nd at 2:00 p.m. 
Location: Electronic
Water Rights Discussion
The work session was held to discuss Ticaboo's current and future water supply and to explore options for securing a reliable long-term water supply.
Representatives of the Utah Division of Water Rights (UDWR) discussed the importance of water-right priority dates. UDWR advised that, because of continuing uncertainty regarding future Colorado River operations, it may be unwise to rely primarily on new water rights with a 2026 priority date. Older water rights with earlier priority dates may provide greater security in the event future water curtailments become necessary.
The group discussed potential sources of water rights, including water associated with the Green River Block and Flaming Gorge. It was explained that approximately 15,000 acre-feet of water associated with the Flaming Gorge project has a 1958 priority date; however, portions of the water have been allocated among various water conservancy districts. Acquisition of this water would likely require working directly with the appropriate water conservancy district.
UDWR explained that the Green River Block was intended to support development in rural Utah within the Colorado River Basin. If water rights from this source could be acquired, the water may have the potential to be moved to different areas within Utah's Colorado River Basin, subject to applicable requirements and approvals.
Reappropriation of Irrigation Water Rights
The group discussed the possibility of acquiring existing irrigation water rights and changing their use to culinary or domestic purposes.
UDWR explained that irrigation water rights are evaluated based on their historic beneficial use and consumptive use. Because Ticaboo's wastewater is discharged into a lagoon and ultimately evaporates, a significant portion of water diverted for domestic use would be considered consumptively used.
As a general estimate, UDWR indicated that the consumptive value of irrigation rights may typically range from approximately 40% to 60%, with approximately 50% being a reasonable preliminary rule of thumb. The actual amount available for domestic use would need to be determined based upon the specific water right and its historic use.
UDWR indicated that a change application to convert an acquired irrigation water right to culinary use in Ticaboo would likely be feasible because of Ticaboo's isolated location and the limited likelihood of impairment to other water users. Potential areas for investigation include water rights associated with the Fremont River and Wayne County.
Water Rights Research
Michael Drake demonstrated the Utah Division of Water Rights online water rights mapping and search tool. The group discussed using the mapping system to identify potentially available water rights near Ticaboo and to research ownership and points of diversion.
The mapping tool may be used to search and filter water rights by owner, water-right area, diversion type, and other characteristics.
The group also discussed the challenges associated with transferring water rights between different water-right areas and hydrologic basins. UDWR explained that transferring water from higher portions of Water Right Area 95 could present greater challenges, while certain water rights located lower within Area 95 may be more feasible to transfer to the Ticaboo area.
Michael Freeman advised that when TUID is ready to pursue a potential transfer, his office may be able to provide additional guidance regarding the applicable water-right requirements and process.
Legal and Professional Assistance
The group discussed the potential need for professional assistance in locating, acquiring, and transferring water rights.
UDWR recommended consulting with experienced Utah water-right attorneys. Firms discussed included Clyde Snow and Smith Hartvigsen. The Board also discussed Peter Gessel of Smith Hartvigsen, with whom TUID has previously worked.
UDWR noted that water brokers may be involved in transactions involving water rights; however, the Division generally only works with the engineers and attorneys involved after transactions have been arranged.
Amount of Water Needed
The group discussed how much water TUID should seek to acquire for future development.
UDWR explained that municipalities are generally expected to hold water sufficient to meet their reasonably anticipated needs over a 40-year planning period. The appropriate amount for TUID would depend upon future development and build-out projections for its service area.
Questions remain regarding how the 40-year planning period would apply to TUID's large service area, including areas extending toward Lake Powell, Hite, and Bullfrog. UDWR noted that these issues are not clearly defined by statute or case law and may require future engineering and legal evaluation.
UDWR reviewed TUID's reported historical water use and noted that while use has approached 100 acre-feet during some years, recent reported usage has generally been approximately 33 to 34 acre-feet annually. An engineering analysis and water-use plan would provide a more reliable basis for determining TUID's future water requirements.
UDWR confirmed that TUID may acquire and aggregate multiple water rights from different sources to obtain the total quantity needed.
Small Domestic Water Appropriations
The group discussed whether individual residents could seek small domestic water appropriations.
UDWR cautioned that newly appropriated small domestic rights would carry a 2026 priority date and could therefore be particularly vulnerable if future Colorado River curtailments occur. UDWR advised that individuals could potentially pursue such appropriations under current policy; however, there is significant uncertainty regarding whether new appropriations could be curtailed or discontinued in the future.
UDWR cautioned against relying on new small domestic appropriations as a long-term solution due to the uncertainty surrounding future Colorado River operations.
Current Fixed-Time Water Right
UDWR confirmed that TUID's current fixed-time water application provides for use of up to 100 acre-feet of water through 2032. The application may potentially be extended on a short-term basis; however, future Colorado River conditions could affect whether an extension would be available.
The group acknowledged that the existing water right provides stability in the near term, but that TUID should continue pursuing a more secure long-term water supply with an earlier priority date. The discussion emphasized the need to secure additional water resources before the expiration of the current fixed-time right. 
Adjournment
There being no further discussion, the work session concluded.
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