	
	
	



MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 	 			                    August 5, 2026
OF THE TOWN OF CLARKSTON									     7:00 P.M. 
Town Council Meeting held at the Clarkston Town Hall, 24 South Main, Clarkston, UT

Attendance: 
Present:  Mayor: Ryan L. Thompson 
               Councilmembers: Jeff Noble, Brayden Goodey, Danny Godfrey and Jared Petersen	
               Town Clerk: Holly Jones 

Public in Attendance: Tom Palazzolo, Kathie Palazzolo, Kenny Hammon, Jessica Hammon, Jerry L. Godfrey, Luke Rashall, Suzanne Thompson
1. 	CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Thompson called the Town Council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Councilmember Thompson offered Reverence and led the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Thompson addressed the minutes of the July 1, 2026, Town Council Meeting. Councilmember Petersen made a motion to approve the minutes of July 1, 2026. Councilmember Goodey seconded the motion. All were in favor. Motion carried.  
2. 	BUSINESS: 
Business License – Southwestern Advantage – Peddlers Permit: The applicant is from Europe. This is a legitimate company that sells educational materials door-to-door. The permit request is only for one week. Councilmember Godfrey made a motion to approve the business license. Councilmember Petersen seconded the motion. All were in favor and the business license application was approved.  

Kathleen & Tom Palazzolo – Speeding on East Center Street: Mr. Palazzolo stated that he lived on the highway heading out of town toward Trenton. The traffic on that road is getting faster and faster. When the trucks heading to the landfill first started coming out, they were reasonable and mindful of the residential area; however, not anymore. It is the same for all the traffic. The speed limit does not go to 40 mph until after the turn onto the road heading north to the landfill. He felt 40 mph was a reasonable speed, but everybody was going much, much faster than that. He stated that Nucor shift change was a really bad time of day. He was willing to let law enforcement use his driveway to monitor usage if they needed to.  

Another issue in that particular area is deer constantly crossing the road by the creek. He felt a deer crossing sign would be an appropriate heads up to drivers.  

The Mayor will talk to the Sheriff and see what they could help us with. As far as any signage goes, since it is a State Road, Clarkston cannot put any signs up. The Mayor was willing to talk with the State about getting some additional signs, but it would be up to them.  

Kenneth Hammon – Property Access: The Mayor stated that Mr. Hammon has property in the county up by the water tank, which is just outside the town boundaries. He will need to access his property from a town road. The Mayor felt that Center Street was the best option, mainly because there is already a road there. Mr. Hammon would need to improve the road to Clarkston’s specifications and a culvert that would need to be placed. The Councilmembers brought up snow removal and the need for a turnabout. The Mayor agreed that all code specifications would need to be met. 

Mr. Hammon said that the county indicated that as long as Clarkston granted access there; he could obtain a building permit from them. He was willing to comply with Clarkston code to gain access to his property off the turnabout. He had a question about the property on the northside of center street within town boundaries. He stated that developing the road would also open that north property for development. He asked if there would be any way that, if that property was ever developed, they would be required to reimburse Mr. Hammon for their half  of the already developed road. Mr. Hammon mentioned that he knew other cities that had a stipulation that if a property was developed within a certain number of years the developers would have to reimburse some of the cost of road development. The Mayor stated that there is currently nothing in Clarkston code that requires that.

He requested the Mayor write a letter for him outlining all requirements, after he received Planning Commission approval. The Mayor stated all the requirements would be on the prints from the engineer, town code, and whatever the Planning Commission decides in their meeting. 

Later in the meeting Councilmember Goodey wanted to know what the Planning Commission needed to make sure was in place before approving Mr. Hammon’s request. The Mayor said he would need to bring in the prints from the engineer showing it meets all of the town’s code requirements, including width, asphalt, turnabout, etc. Mr. Hammon had spoken with Scott Archibald, our engineer from Sunrise Engineering, three years ago, and Mr. Archibald had drawn up plans at that time. Councilmember Goodey asked if there was a requirement that the road had to be put in before any permits could be given. With the county giving the building permit, he wondered if the home could be built without the road being finished. The Mayor understood that the county would not give him a permit until the road was complete. He said that the Planning Commission can put whatever stipulations on the approval that they deem appropriate.    

Public Comment:

Luke Rashall – Mr. Rashall asked about annexing the property into the Town. The Councilmembers said it was much more complicated to do that. Mr. Rashall said that after he puts the road in it will forever be the Clarkston residents that will have to maintain it through taxes, but it will be Mr. Hammon, who will live in the county, who gets the benefit of that. The Council felt it would also be a benefit to the town because we use it to get up to the water tank. They also felt if development progressed on the north side of the road, which is in town boundaries, it would benefit the town. They alleged the cost to Mr. Hammon to put the road in would probably be more than the taxes it takes to maintain it. 

Mr. Rashall asked why the town required a roundabout instead of a three-point turn. The Mayor said either way it is within our right-of-way, and it is much easier for a plow to continue going forward rather than stopping, backing up, and going forward again.    

Resolution 26-09 – A Resolution Amending The Clarkston Town Master Fee Schedule Increasing Plan Review Fees and Sanitation Collection Fees: The Mayor read the resolution. There was some discussion on the fact that Clarkston had signed contracts with these entities to provide services and had no say in the fee increases. Councilmember Petersen made a motion to adopt the resolution. Councilmember Noble seconded the motion. 

Roll Call Vote:
             Mayor Thompson 			X   Aye  ___ No   ___Abstain   ___Absent
Councilmember J. Noble		X__Aye  ___No   ___Abstain   ___Absent
	Councilmember B. Goodey		X   Aye  ___ No   ___Abstain   ___Absent
Councilmember D. Godfrey		X__Aye  ___No   ___Abstain  ___ Absent
	Councilmember J. Petersen		X   Aye  ___ No   ___Abstain  ___ Absent

Councilmembers Goodey, Godfrey, and Petersen voted “Aye” with the condition that Clarkston will research the Hyde Park contract and see if there is a better option. 


3.	DEPARTMENTS:
Mayor Thompson:
National Night Out Against Crime – Will be held tomorrow night, August 6, at 7:00 p.m. The Canine Officer will be in attendance. They will give a small demonstration. Dinner will be provided Councilmember Goodey and Noble volunteered to bring their grills and cook hamburgers and hot dogs. Texas Roadhouse will provide salad and rolls. Everyone needs to be down on the square at 6:30 to help set up. (Exhibit A)      
Repurposing the Old Town Hall Discussion – The Mayor had been asked about possibly using the Old Town Hall as a library. He wanted to discuss what the other Councilmembers thought about that idea or if they had any other ideas, including tearing it down. Councilmember Petersen thought it could be used as a little snack shop, with the renter basically paying for utilities as rent. The other Councilmembers thought that was a good idea as well. They believed a library might serve older community members but would probably not be used by younger community members, as they get books online. Another idea the Mayor had heard was a small workout/gym room. They all felt it would be better to go privately instead of the town going to extra expense to maintain something there. If a private renter wanted to do a gym in that space the Council would be open to that.  
All agreed that something needed to be done with the building or they needed to get rid of it, because it would just fall apart with no one using it. The roof is good; there are no leaks. 
Public Comment:
Jerry Godfrey – Mr. Godfrey thought if the town couldn’t make something off the building why even have it, because it is an expense for the town. The Council agreed. If someone could pay for the expenses and make a profit, then why not let them use it.     
State of Utah Definition of Family Discussion – Clarkston code is not in line with State code in this respect. The Mayor read Clarkston code:
10-1-6: Definitions
FAMILY: One or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption, occupying a dwelling unit and living as a single housekeeping unit, as distinguished from renters, roomers or as a group occupying a “boarding house”, or “hotel”, as herein defined. 
He felt the Clarkston definition should end after “single housekeeping unit.” He then referenced State code:
10-20-602. Limit on single family designation.
1) As used in this section, “single-family limit” means the number of individuals allowed to occupy each residential unit that is recognized by a land use authority in a zone permitting occupancy by a single family. 
2) A municipality may not adopt a single-family limit that is less than:
     (a) three, if the municipality has within its boundary: 
	(i) a state university; or 
	(ii) a private university with a student population of at least 20,000; or
     (b) four, for each other municipality.
He suggested the Clarkston code’s definition of a family might look like:
“One or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption, living together as a single housekeeping unit or a group of not more than four unrelated persons living together as a single housekeeping unit.”
He said the town could put that number at whatever they want, say five or six, but it cannot be less than the State allowed four, for a non-college municipality.  
He felt fostering children should also be included in a newly created family definition. It shouldn’t matter how many children a family decides to foster. They should still be considered a single housekeeping unit in the family definition. 
The Mayor stated that, to update Clarkston’s code, this would need to go through the Planning Commission, and they would need to hold a public hearing on it. He reminded Councilmember Goodey the Planning Commission would also need to hold a public hearing on the zoning and setback changes previously discussed. Councilmember Goodey asked what number they wanted to go with. The Councilmembers indicated following the State code of four seemed adequate. The Mayor felt the same, with the addition of “does not exclude the care of foster children” to the wording. As an example, if a family wanted to foster ten children, those children should be included in the definition of family and the stipulation of “less than four” should not apply.     
Public Comment:
Luke Rashall – Mr. Rashall asked what “up to four people in a house” would mean. The Mayor reiterated that it was four unrelated people. Mr. Rashall, using himself, his wife, and their five children as an example, asked if they would be able to rent a basement from someone. The Council answered no, according to State law. Councilmember Goodey stated that was what the Planning Commission would be discussing, if they wanted to allow for more people. Mr. Rashall asked about fostering and felt if a family could foster as many children as they wanted then they should be allowed to have as many legal children as they wanted as well. The Council felt the Planning Commission should make the wording accommodate the community of Clarkston, whatever they felt that was. 
Another issue coming before the Planning Commission was accessory dwelling units, as a member of the Commission Mr. Rashall wanted to get the Councils thoughts on topic. Councilmember Goodey said currently Clarkston code stated only one dwelling unit per lot was allowed. Any additional dwelling unit, such as a mother-in-law suite, must be attached to the main dwelling and use the same water meter and septic system.   
Mr. Rashall also wondered about Airbnbs. Clarkston code does not address this issue currently. The Council felt they should get something on the books, as it was only a matter of time before someone would approach the subject.   
Mosquito Abatement Discussion – They are doing a lot of the spraying with drones now, mainly in the swamps. They have two drones they use. They still use the truck for our area. At cachemosquito.gov it will give the times the truck is in each community. Clarkston is on Wednesdays, but there are multiple conditions that will preclude spraying, such as 10 mph winds or below 50 degrees. If you look on the website it will give you all the conditions that must be met for them to be able to spray. 
If you want a “no spray” order at your house, you have to fill out a new notice every year.  However, if there is a positive test for West Nile in Clarkston the “no spray” order will not apply. They will spray. Currently, West Nile has been found in Newton and Lewiston. 
The Mayor wanted to point out another issue that came up in Petersboro. A man stopped the mosquito truck in the middle of the road and would not allow it to continue. The Police had to be called. It is considered a misdemeanor with fines. He stated that citizens should not try to stop the mosquito truck if it is going by your house. 
The spray will kill bees and other things, that is why they do it after dark, so the bees are back in their hive. If anyone has questions about mosquito abatement, they should visit the website mentioned above. 
Councilmember Noble: 
Fire Department – Nothing to report. 
Parks and Recreation – He got a bid on the roof and the shingles on the outside of the 76er for $5000 from Apex Roofing. The soffits and fascia will probably be another $2000; he hasn’t talked to anyone about that yet. There is also some masonry work that needs to be done. Councilmember Noble said he would be willing to do that for the town.   
The new slide is in the playground. He hoped the kids were enjoying it. 
Councilmember Goodey:
Planning Commission – Councilmember Goodey felt the things the Planning Commission are and will be working on had already been covered. 
He said he had some residents ask about fiber lines going up their road. The Mayor responded that Xfinity was running coax lines up the two streets the town just paved this year, in preparation for more people hooking into their lines.         
Youth Council – He noticed the town signs coming into Clarkston could use a little paint. He wanted to ask the Youth Council if they would be willing to take that project on. 
They are planning to play night games after National Night Out.  
Councilmember Godfrey:  
Cemetery – Todd Hill will be helping out at the cemetery. Both mowers needed to be repaired. Mr. Hill made a list of things he needed for the cemetery, and the Mayor and Councilmember Godfrey will take care of that. Casey Andersen will also be helping at the cemetery. There is a lot of work to do on lifting the sprinkler heads up, so they don’t just hit the headstones. There are 20 heads per zone and 38 zones, so that will take some time.  
Public Comment:
Jerry Godfrey – Mr. Godfrey stated that, when he was the Sexton, they put a brand new 25hp Kohler motor in the mower. He offered to provide any help that was needed with the mowers at the cemetery. 
Water Department – Councilmember Godfrey spoke to the Water Operator a couple of weeks ago. The water was holding. It is coming in at a steady rate and there is still some overflow into City Creek. They are working on getting Myler back online. They may be able to improve some things without renovating everything.  
Councilmember Godfrey asked if we had found out anything more about the well permit on Birch. The Mayor said they still needed to go around and look at everything, including Birch. He was going to get some pictures and get the other towns involved. He asked Councilmember Godfrey to get something set up with the Water Operator.  
Councilmember Petersen:
July Warrant List – Councilmember Petersen read the July warrant list. Councilmember Godfrey made a motion to approve the warrant list. Councilmember Noble seconded the motion.   
Roll Call Vote:
             Mayor Thompson 			X   Aye  ___ No   ___Abstain   ___Absent
Councilmember J. Noble		X__Aye  ___No   ___Abstain   ___Absent
	Councilmember B. Goodey		X   Aye  ___ No   ___Abstain   ___Absent
Councilmember D. Godfrey		X__Aye  ___No   ___Abstain  ___ Absent
	Councilmember J. Petersen		X   Aye  ___ No   ___Abstain  ___ Absent

Roads Department – He was still waiting on the mechanic to get the sander hooked up. 
Xfinity has started to bring equipment in and will start boring next to the two roads that were just paved.  
Councilmember Godfrey asked about the 25 mph sign they were going to put up on Center Street. Councilmember Petersen stated that it had not been done yet but will get it taken care of. 
Emergency Preparedness – Nothing to report. 
3.        	CLOSED SESSION: No closed session.
4. 	OTHER BUSINESS:
	Public Comment: There was no other public comment.
Next Meeting – The next meeting will be the held on Wednesday, September 2, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.
5.	ADJOURN
There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilmember Petersen motioned that the Clarkston Town Council Meeting be adjourned.  Councilmember Godfrey seconded the motion.  All members present were in favor. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 8:13 p.m.

Holly Jones  
Clarkston Town Clerk
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