


ORDINANCE NO. 26-24
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 9-305 OF THE GARDEN CITY 
MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING LOW-ALTITUDE AIRCRAFT

WHEREAS, the Town Council of Garden City finds that protecting the health, safety, and welfare of persons and property within the Town is a legitimate governmental purpose; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council recognizes that unusually low-altitude, reckless, dangerous, or acrobatic aircraft operations may create hazards or unreasonable risks to persons and property; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council desires to regulate such operations to the extent permitted by federal and state law while providing reasonable exceptions for emergency, governmental, public-health, and other authorized operations;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF GARDEN CITY, UTAH, THAT SECTION 9-305 OF THE GARDEN CITY MUNICIPAL CODE BE AMENDED AS FOLLOWS:

9-305 Unlawful to Fly Closer Than 1,000 Feet. It shall be unlawful for any operator of any airplane, aircraft or helicopter to fly or operate the same closer than 1,000 feet to the ground surface within the corporate limits or above the corporate limits of Garden City, or to do any stunt, acrobatic, or other dangerous flying within or above said corporate limits. 
A. Exceptions 
1. County sponsored mosquito program
2.  Life Flight
3.  By one-time Special Permission of the Garden City Mayor or Code Enforcement Officer. Any violation of this section shall received a fine according to resolution by the Town Council. 
4. By on-going permission by the Town Council

9-305. LOW-ALTITUDE AIRCRAFT OPERATIONS.
A. Prohibition.
Except as provided in this Section, and to the extent permitted by applicable federal and state law, it shall be unlawful for any operator of an airplane, aircraft, helicopter, or other aircraft to:

1. Operate the aircraft at an altitude of less than one thousand (1,000) feet above the ground surface within or over the corporate limits of Garden City; or
2. Conduct any stunt, acrobatic, reckless, dangerous, or otherwise hazardous flying operation within or over the corporate limits of Garden City that creates an unreasonable risk of injury to persons or damage to property.
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B. Exceptions.
The restrictions of this Section shall not apply to:

1. Aircraft operated as part of a county-sponsored mosquito-control or vector-control program;
2. Life Flight, air ambulance, search and rescue, law enforcement, fire, emergency management, or other emergency or life-safety operations;
3. Aircraft operations reasonably necessary for takeoff or landing at a lawful and authorized airport, heliport, or landing area;
4. Aircraft operated by federal, state, county, or local governmental entities in the lawful performance of their official duties; or
5. Operations authorized by Special Permission or ongoing permission as provided below.

C. Special Permission.
The Mayor or Code Enforcement Officer may grant written Special Permission for an otherwise restricted aircraft operation when the proposed operation is consistent with applicable federal and state law and appropriate conditions can be established to protect the public.

Special Permission may establish conditions regarding the location, date, time, duration, altitude, manner of operation, safety measures, or other reasonable requirements.

D. Ongoing Permission.
The Town may, by resolution, written agreement, permit, or other formal action, authorize recurring or ongoing aircraft operations that would otherwise be restricted by this Section. The Town Council may establish reasonable conditions, limitations, and expiration dates for such authorization. The Town may revoke authorization at any time with 

The Town may modify, suspend, or revoke any ongoing permission or authorization granted under this Section when the Town determines that the operation is no longer consistent with this Ordinance, applicable federal or state law, the conditions of the authorization, or the public health, safety, or welfare. Unless an immediate suspension or revocation is necessary to protect public health or safety or to comply with applicable law, the Town shall provide 
reasonable notice to the person or entity holding the authorization and an opportunity to address the stated concerns before the authorization is revoked.
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E. Existing Agreements and Understandings.
Any existing verbal or written agreement, permission, authorization, permit, arrangement, or understanding concerning aircraft operations that are subject to this Section shall be brought into compliance with this Ordinance no later than December 31, 2026.

After December 31, 2026, no existing agreement, permission, authorization, permit, arrangement, or understanding shall authorize an aircraft operation in violation of this Section unless it has been renewed, replaced, or otherwise brought into compliance with this Ordinance and applicable federal and state law.

F. Federal and State Law.
This Section shall be interpreted and enforced consistent with applicable federal and state aviation laws and regulations. Nothing in this Section shall be construed to regulate navigable airspace or aircraft operations in a manner prohibited or preempted by federal or state law.

A Town permission or authorization does not replace or waive any license, permit, authorization, or requirement imposed by the Federal Aviation Administration, the State of Utah, or any other governmental authority having jurisdiction.

G. Enforcement and Penalties.
The Mayor, Code Enforcement Officer, or other authorized Town official may enforce this Section as provided by the Garden City Municipal Code and applicable law.

Any person who violates this Section shall be subject to the penalty, fine, or other enforcement remedy established by resolution of the Town Council and authorized by applicable law. Each separate violation may constitute a separate offense to the extent permitted by law.

Nothing in this Section prevents the Town from referring an alleged violation to the Federal Aviation Administration, law enforcement, or another governmental authority having jurisdiction.

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this ordinance is, for any reason, held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such provision shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 
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The Town Clerk is authorized and directed to codify this Ordinance of the Garden City Municipal Code and to make such nonsubstantive numbering, formatting, grammatical, and editorial changes as necessary for codification.




APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Town Council of the Town of Garden City, Utah, this 10th day of September 2026.


 

 APPROVED:							Attest:

_______________________________			______________________________
Pat Argyle, Mayor						Cathie Rasmussen, Town Clerk 



Voting:		Aye	Nay

Davis			___	___
Hansen			___	___
House			___	___
Larsen			___	___
Argyle, Mayor		___	___	(only in a tie/for a quorum)







