Council Meeting
June 16, 2026

PRESENT: Mayor Abeyta

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Co. Neath
                                               Co. Robinett
                                               Co. Abeyta
                                              Co. Palmer
                                               Co. Stevenson

Public hearing on budgets:
Mayor Abeyta opens the public hearing on the budgets. Gary Keddington explains the reasoning for the public hearings. Gary goes over the budget for the 2025/26 budget. There is a lot of detail that we can look at. Mayor opens it up for public comment. Just state your name. Bill Tice asks about the water bills. We have had discussions on raising the water bills. Are we going to be doing an increase if we are in a deficit. Katie White asks what the profit/loss to the city in these deficits. Gary explains the different departments and states that the water department is losing money and we have had to put money into this fund. 
Proposed 2026-27 budget. Gary goes over the new budget and discusses the changes that were made in this budget. We don’t have any grants in this budget. When those come in we can open the budget and add those in. Mayor opens it up for comments from the public. Alex Vajda asks if we have or where are we getting these grants from? Is the county or state helping us. Co. Robinett states that the county has been giving $15,000 per year and we have also been applying for state grants. It just depends on the year and funding. How many households do we have that contribute to this. Co. Neath states that it is just under 1,000. Cindy Wolford asks if we have money that transfers from the old budget to the new budget. Gary states the only department that is able to do this is the Class C Road funds. Co. Robinett states that we had received a $5,000 grant for the museum and it is not showing up. Gary asks if we had spent any of it. Co. Robinett states that we have only spent a couple of hundred out of that. We do need a new computer over there. Gary states that we also need to approve our certified tax rate. Mayor reads the tax rate with projected revenue of $610,000. Dave Avery states that we received a $10,000 grant from Rocky Mountain Power for generators for our buildings. Dave states that when he was mayor he heard complaints about peoples property taxes going up. Gary states that when the county increases property taxes the money does not go to the city. Christian explains why these things happen, it could be new legislation or centrally assessed taxes. 
Increase in wages for department heads. This is required by code through the state. There are a few that we have to disclose. Grant Neath as a council member and employee and he will increase 3%, Elizabeth Holt as City Recorder has an increase of 3%, Sam Leonard Police Chief will only receive 1.5% because he is over the threshold. Cody Valdez Public Works and Fire Chief gets a 3% increase, Judge Carpenter will increase 3% because of his range. Co. Robinett asks about the court and if it necessary to have the court. It was originally done to help our citizens out, but is it necessary? Mayor states that she has had this conversation with our attorney. Christian states that Helper and Wellington have moved over to the Carbon County Justice Court. It was also asked if we would have to pay for anything if we switched over. Christian states that there would be fees, we are just not too sure on what those would be. Brandi Colonna asks if the 140 going out for wages or what we bring in? Co. Robinett states that it is what we bring in. Lynnae Robinson asks if this will be available to view on the website. Mayor states that we will once we get some more kinks worked out. Co. Robinett states that it is a draft right now. Gary states that we will have it available for the public. Mary Porter nothing has been mentioned about the old Peterson school building. Mayor states that in the $25,000 for this building we are looking at modifications to this building and possibly moving the library to city hall. 
Motion to close public hearing on the 25/26 budget by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Abeyta. Motion passed unanimously.
Motion to close the hearing on the 2026/27 final budget by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Palmer. Co Neath abstains. Motion passes.
Motion to close the hearing on the wage increase for department heads by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Palmer. Motion passed unanimously.
Motion to close public hearings and go into regular session by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Palmer. Motion passed unanimously.
Regular Session:
Minutes: Motion to approve by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Abeyta. Motion passed unanimously.
2025/26 budget motion to approve by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.
Increase in wages motion to approve by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Palmer. Co. Neath abstains. Motion passes.
Motion to approve the 2026/27 final budget by Co. Robinett, second by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously. 
Gary explains the kinks that need to be worked out. It can be adopted as is right now as the official budget, but we will be doing some amendments later in the year. 
Petitions, Remonstrances, Communications and Motions
Discussion and possible approval on a policy for wellness passes. Co. Neath states that there are people that have wellness passes that also have large water bills. We need to do something, if they are not paying their water bills they are also not paying the wellness pass. Chrisian states that we need to be specific on how far behind they need to be before they are turned off. Co. Neath states that if they are more than 60 days they need to be turned off. Motion was made by Co. Neath that if outstanding water and wellness center is 60 days overdue wellness passes will be turned off, seconded by Co. Abeyta. Motion passed unanimously.
Repair potholes on Circleway. Co. Robinett states that there is one on Circleway that is getting bad. Co. Neath states that he thinks that one needs a waterway. Mayor states that we will need to get bids on that. Co. Neath will get bids on this. Motion was made by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.
Discussion on new fee schedule for the city. Co. Robinett states that she feels that we should have one to explain charges that the city charges for different things. 
Approval for Barbara to attend the REMSDAU meeting on June 23 & 24. Requesting $250 for mileage, perdiem and hotel. This will be held in Torrey. Motion was made by Co. Palmer to approve the REMSDAU for Barbara Robinett, seconded by Co. Abeyta. Motion passed unanimously.
Approval of conditional use permit for Lee and Dominique Hendrickson. Co. Robinett states that it is going to be hard to vacate a road that is not actually ours. Christian states that there has been no grant of an easement to us, would have to check on this. Co. Robinett states that she wants the agreement to say that the city is not responsible for the sewer line. Christian states that we will table the road issue but we can continue with the conditional use. 6’ high fence, this is not on a corner it will be in their back yard basically. We would like to make this a permanent one so they do not have to come back every six months. Co. Robinett makes a motion that with the conditional use permit we make it a P for permanent and approve this, seconded by Co. Palmer. Motion passed unanimously. 
Discussion on landlord agreement with additions of fees if inspection in required. We already voted on putting these back into effect for each property that is rented. We talked about Planning and Zoning doing the inspections, talked to Todd Thorne and they charge a 60 fee to do the inspections. We will be passing that fee on to the landlord/homeowner which will be $100. Co. Neath asks how the Planning and Zoning determine the need for this. The complaint will have to come from the tenant. Christian states that are we also informing the tenant that they can go to Planning and Zoning and make a complaint. Brief discussion...Philip Holt states that the tenant does not have to let anyone from Planning and Zoning or anyone into their home for an inspection. This is not right and as a landlord the tenants that live in his homes do not have to let anyone in for an inspection. Christian states that everyone needs to review the form and have it start the beginning of the month after it is approved. They will be due again in January. Mayor asks if when the tenant changes in the middle of the year? Christian states that we will have a new one at the beginning of the year. Liz Ferguson states that one landlord rents their house out every six months to someone new. Co. Robinett states that it doesn’t matter if we move forward with this or not. It is a lot of paperwork. Motion by Co. Robinett to table the landlord agreement, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.
Discussion on work needed on Viking ship in the Viking park. The ambulance crew went out and cleaned up the area and. Asked for donations for paint from Sutherlands and CJ’s. We have not heard anything back from them. If we do not get donations will the city be able to pick up the charges for this. We do want to put up solar lights. Co. Neath states that he feels that the oars need to be gone. Co. Robinett states that we can just do some repairs and move them and also make some other changes for safety reasons. Mayor asks if she is asking for permission to purchase paint. Co. Palmer states that we need to set an example for our community with our city properties. Co. Abeyta states that we should wait to see if we can get donations.
Release forms for Community Daze 5k. Motion was made by Co. Palmer to approve the release form, seconded by Co. Abeyta. Motion passed unanimously.
Resolution #4-26 approve garbage rate increase. Motion by Co. Robinett to approve Resolution #4-26, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.
Reports from Council Members, Boards and Committees:
Co. Robinett: We have our spreadsheet on properties and now we have no one to go over them with. Talked to Tony Martines and he will do the horseshoe tournament for Community Daze. The EMT class will be on August 8th and if they are interested they will need to talk to Co. Robinett. We will have another CPR class on the 25th at 5:30.
Co. Neath: The parks we did get the pavilion finished. We have been working on the sprinklers in the Valley View Cemetery. We do have a lot of them fixed. Have been looking at the equipment at the Viking Park. There are some things that we need.  The fire department had firefighter1 and 2 and they are done, we had some pass 1 and some pass 2. 
Co. Robinett states that she would like to thank some of the EMT’s that are leaving or have recently left. Patricia Morris has left in May, Jennifer Maestas has cut back her time, Mackenzie Burnett will be leaving us. Thanks them for the time they contributed.
Co. Palmer: We are still working on our website. We have more training that we will be attending. All departments will have input on this new website. We still have the contest going on for K-5. We have prizes for that contest. We also have a contest for decorating their homes for the 250th birthday. The winner will receive a $50 gift certificate. On Community Daze on the entertainment we do have a full schedule. We will also have a local band playing that night. Encourages people to sign up for the 5K. $25 entry fee and $40 family.
The fire department will be doing fireworks at the park. Philip Holt states that last year we were challenged on the city banning fireworks. Asks for clarification on this. We need some direction on if the city can actually ban fireworks. 
Co. Abeyta: The reservoir is still at 6’3” down and it is holding its own. The dam inspection happened and need to get with Cody to see what the report is and will report on this at the next meeting. Thanks everyone that worked on the park. We are going to make a plan on cutting trees and will need help with that. 
Gary states that we are required to present the fraud risk assessment to the council. Gary presents this and goes over it with council. We have policies and if we do not follow these policies they cannot be counted. We have found some gaps and we have come up with what to do. They have not been implemented yet. Our score is very low and we are going to put some controls in place and we will revisit this in the next four weeks.
Sgt. Holt states that the fire chief got back to him and he gave him a state code that states that municipalities cannot ban fireworks. Christian states that he feels what the fire chief stated to Sgt. Holt is correct.  
Payables: Motion to approve by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.
Motion to adjourn by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.

ATTEST:

Liz Holt, City Recorder                                                         Carolyn Abeyta, Mayor
