Council Meeting
May 5, 2026

PRESENT: Mayor Abeyta

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Co. Neath
                                              Co. Robinett
                                              Co. Abeyta
                                              Co. Palmer
                                              Co. Stevenson

Mayor Abeyta reads some guidelines for the meeting tonight.

Motion to go into public hearing by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.

Public Hearing opened at 6:32 P.M.

Tentative Budget for 2026/27. Gary Keddington states that we do not have it balanced yet because we are still working on the departments. We are still off around $400,000. We will move over $200,000 from the tippage fees. We have gone through every department and have been making some cuts. These cuts will be long term cuts, not something that is temporary. The police department has been going through their budget and also Barbara has been going through the ambulance department to see where there could be some cuts. In the water fund we are about $140,000 in the hole. We need to do some investigating on this and the possibility of a rate increase or a tier system. These are the biggest concerns in the budget right now. Gary explains the adjustments that he has made in this tentative budget. He also shows a summary of the departments and we need to make decisions on how to handle the deficit. We have added a new department for the senior citizen center. Mayor asks the public in attendance if there are any questions or comments on this. There is no comment from the public.

The next item is the proposed increase in garbage service fees. Mayor Abeyta states that each year City Sanitation does an increase in fees and it is increasing in what the city pays and the customers have stayed the same. Co. Robinett asks if it was $4.00 even or were there some cents in there. Gary states that it would be $4.40 for a first can.  Gabriel Hunt asks does that $4.40 decrease the shortfall? Gary states that this increase could cover the shortfall and possibly add a little extra there. Co. Neath asks about the difference in 23/24 and 24/25. Gary states that there was an increase but it wasn’t sufficient to keep us out of the hole. We just have not been keeping up with the increases from City Sanitation. Co. Palmer asks about other small cities…have we compared us with what they are paying. Gary states that each entity is different, if we could get a bid from another company that would be great. We are just not sure if there are any others out there. Mayor asks for any other comments. No further comments. Motion by Co. Robinett to close this public hearing, seconded by Co. Abeyta. Motion passed unanimously.

Regular city council meeting opened at 6:50 P.M.

Motion to approve minutes by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Stevenson. Motion passed unanimously.

Petitions, Remonstrances & Communications and Motions:

Discussion and possible approval of delinquent payment agreement form. Co. Neath states that he has gone through the shut off letters and there is about $43,686 that we will not be able to collect from because they are deceased. Christian states that we can still collect on an estate 1 year after. Motion was made by Co. Robinett to allow the write off of utility accounts for deceased individuals, seconded by Co. Abeyta. Motion passed unanimously. Motion was made by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Abeyta to send the delinquent utility bills to collections. Motion passed unanimously.  Co. Neath also states that he has also made a payment arrangement form for those that are delinquent. This agreement will be to get the bill caught up and if they break this agreement they will get shut off. Christian states that we should set a default timeline where all delinquent bills are due at the same time and if others need more time they need to approach the council. We do not want our employee to be the one to make the decision on the timeline, if they are needing more time it should go before the council. Co. Neath will work with Christian on this. Motion by Co. Robinett to table this, seconded by Co. Palmer. Motion passed unanimously.

Discussion on reviewing/updating the landlord business license application. There has been some time since this has been reviewed. Co. Robinett states that she would like to add a section from our land use code to this application. Co. Robinett reads the section from the land use code to council and the public. Mayor Abeyta states that the application and questionnaire we don’t know how truthful it is. The building inspector should be involved in this. Co. Robinett states that she will get a hold of Todd Thorne and talk to him about this. Co. Neath states that a lot of the rentals had sewer and garbage service disconnected and did not tell the city about this. Motion made by Co. Robinett to table this, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously. 

Approval of the 2026/27 tentative budget. Christian explains to council the way the motion should be made on this according to state statute. Motion was made by Co. Robinett that we tentatively adopt the tentative budget for 2026/27, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.

Discussion water rate tier schedule. Co. Neath explains the process of the reviewing accounts and coming up with this tier schedule. This would hopefully help in water conservation. This would be from Tier 1 thru Tier 8. This will not affect industrial customers because they are on a different schedule. Mayor states that this is something that the council will need to review and discuss, we will have to approve this in a public hearing. Motion was made by Co. Robinett to schedule a public hearing on the water rate tier schedule, seconded by Co. Palmer. Gary states that Rural Water will do this study for the city for free, this is what they do. He can contact them and have them do this study for the city. We will schedule the public hearing after the study is done.

Bob Martinez – Property concerns. A few weeks ago his neighbor was put in jail and brought up some concerns to the Chief of Police and Mary North. They told him that the guys girlfriend was living there. In the last week there have been multiple people living in the house. There has been a lot of traffic at the house and they are bringing stuff into the house from the dump. They do not have any water or power at the house. We have a bad situation there. Feels that this would be considered a health issue, are we not catching anyone at the dump hauling stuff back into town. Christian states that there are state and city ordinances that they can be cited under. 

Jeff Palmer - Discussion on watering schedule. Would like to discuss the watering schedule and possibly discuss something different. He believes that right now we are wasting water. Right now we are watering on Monday and Wednesday and Tuesday and Thursday. Suggests that we water on Monday and Thursday, Tuesday and Friday this way we do not have as long of a gap as the way it is set up. The water schedule, if we keep the times when it starts getting warmer evaporation is going to set in earlier and it is not doing your grass any good. This is just a suggestion for the council to review. Jeff also suggests that when it gets hotter in July and August change the times because of the evaporation. Motion by Co. Robinett to change the days Monday and Thursday for even and Tuesday and Friday keep hours the same, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously. 

Bill Tice – Announcement Walking Billy’s Path. This is a walk for mental health, addiction suicide prevention. This will be on May 16 and the mayor will read a proclamation and the walk will begin at city hall and end at Karmas Vintage. We do have some sponsors that will have information for the public and supporting the walk. There will be speakers and also a potluck for the community and there will also be a candlelight vigil, we will have battery operated candles used for this. Everyone is encouraged to attend.

Business License application from Richard Brown. This will be for lawncare services for the community. Motion by Co. Robinett to approve the business license, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.

Business license  - Gabriel Hunt. This will be for graphics and sticker designs. This will be done online. This will be done through his house here in East Carbon. There will be no traffic. Motion by Co. Palmer to approve the license, seconded by Co. Abeyta. Motion passed unanimously.

Jay Gallucci – Plaque for gunners nest. He is with the clampers and they would like to put a plaque there and they will write a book on this and they will give a copy of that to the city. They will place the plaque on city property which is the property beneath the gunners nest. Co. Robinett asks if when they get this done if they would bring some information to our museum. Jay asks that if they bring books and have them sold at the museum they would like the proceeds to go back to the Sub for Santa program. Co. Palmer thanks Jay for thinking of East Carbon, we appreciate that. Motion was made by Co. Robinett to approve the clampers to put up a plaque, seconded by Co. Palmer. Motion passed unanimously.

Christine Watkins – Discussion on Coke Ovens. They are in the process of surveying the land and the owners in New York are working with the State. There is a new grant that does not require matching funds and are working with Jones & Demille on this. The total grant will be around $110,000. We know there are a lot of things to do, we will have two community meetings. One in the morning and one in the evening, we want to make sure everyone can attend. We want to make this a beautiful place. We can do some good things for the community with the community. There are other grants available that we can do more with it later on. 

Discussion on summer hires. Do we want to do this and what do we want to do. Co. Palmer states that if we can hire kids we should. Gary states that we do not have money in the budget for this. Co. Abeyta states that we should hold off on this and if we are able to do this it will be a lot fewer kids. We will revisit this later on.

Cindy Garcia – Presentation for Mayor and Council. Thanks council for their support of the school. This is testing time and we do have results in. Some laws have changed and we need to have our kids reading proficiently by 3rd grade. We did have a class finish with 100% at grade level and above. We have a great staff and teachers that give their heart and soul to these kids. Turns the time over to Kacie Quinn, the BPE thanks the city for their help with the sign and placing the sign on city property so it is visible to everyone. It has been up for six months now and everyone has loved it. It has helped with the participation of programs. They would like to offer any city happenings and events for the city for free. It does have to be school friendly. They also do offer space for people to put announcements out. Cindy states that on May 14th it is DARE graduation and everyone is invited to attend. Co. Palmer thanks the principal and the staff for all of the work they do with the students. 

Reports from Council Members, Boards & Committees:

Co. Robinett: May 12th will be our next Planning & Zoning meeting. If anyone needs anything on the agenda please let us know. The 13th the ambulance and fire will be putting packets together for EMS week. We are having a free CPR class at 9:00 A.M. on the 16th at the public safety building. There will also be a fundraiser for the Future Leaders of East Carbon at the Sunnyside park at 6:30 the evening of the 16th.

Co. Neath: We got all of the fertilizer on the parks and cemetery and the maintenance has been working on the sprinklers. If anyone sees the sprinklers running at the park it is such a large area we will do our best to keep it in the times. There are a few areas that are not being watered. This is all we can do right now with the water situation.

Co. Palmer: The sign in Columbia is peeling. Mayor states that she has talked to Cody and will get with Sign Edge to see how it can be repaired. In the news we have heard a lot about Nick Parker and Kelton Larson, I would also like to thank Sam Leonard, Mary North, Jackie Hill, Barbara Robinett, Philip Holt and Brandi Colonna for the work they do and the situation they were called to. Co. Robinett states that the fire department was also there. The website will go live on Thursday. We will also do a small newsletter to be placed at city hall and also Miners Trading. We will also have an art contest for 250th birthday for America. We will have another meeting for Community Daze and thanks everyone that is involved and been helping. We do not have anyone doing the breakfast. Co. Neath states that we do have someone doing the breakfast. We will have more information put out on our website as it comes in. The campground in Wellington is offering a family pass for the pool for $125.00 and will be good thru September. Also thanks everyone that helped with the walking trail clean up at the end of April. We had quite a few individuals help out. Gordon Roberts states that if an individual would like to donate to Community Daze they can. Tammy Edwards states that she would like to thank the council for keeping with Community Daze, it is the 75th anniversary for the rodeo.

Co. Stevenson: Comments on the public not participating in the public meetings, please get on the agenda and come to us with ideas. We do need help from the public. There is so much negativity on social media, yet no one gets on the agenda to discuss things with the council. There is a class coming up for the Fire Department that is free and they will be starting Firefighter 2 classes.

Co. Abeyta: our reservoir has come up some. We will be going up to the reservoir tomorrow to get some measurements with the Division of Water at 11:00. Discusses the garbage that is being hauled back into town from the transfer station. We also need to be very cautious with the fire danger. 

Mayor: We did hire three part time employees, the Treasurer will be Angel Steele and the Deputy Treasurer will be Chelsea Bullins and the Deputy Recorder will be Brylee Colonna. They will be part-time only 28 hours per week and the window will be open to the public Monday thru Friday.

Old business: Co. Robinett thanks the Trostles for the work they did on the disc golf course and the event they held on Monday. The more positive things we have for the community would be great. The lunches at the senior center are really good and we are encouraging people to have lunch at the senior center. Please try to make an effort to help out the seniors.

Christian states that on the vacating of Heath Lane. Have done a lot of research on this. We do not have to advertise as long as you would with the County. There is one concern on this it is a subdivision road in the ridgeway subdivision. One option is instead of vacating the road we can close the road or vacate the subdivision altogether. Co. Robinett states all of the property in that subdivision belongs to the Trostles. Christian states that it is not one lot it is multiple lots in the subdivision. They should probably vacate the entire subdivision. Rather than vacate the road we should have the hearing and indefinitely close the road and if at a later time they want to do something different we can take care of that then. We can still have the hearing on June 2nd.

Co. Robinett states that on the Grand Marshall and Honorary Citizen give them to the Mayor. 

Payables: Motion to approve by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.

Adjourn: Motion was made by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.

ATTEST:

Liz Holt, City Recorder                                                          Carolyn Abeyta, Mayor
