Council Meeting
April 7, 2026

PRESENT: Mayor Pro Temp Palmer

COUNCIL MEMBERS: Co. Neath
                                              Co. Robinett
                                              Co. Abeyta
                                              Co. Stevenson

Regular council meeting was called to order at 6:30 P.M. Noting those present and stating that proper Notice & Agenda had been posted.

Minutes: Motion to approve by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.

Petitions, Remonstrances & Communications & Motions:

Steven Adams – Future Leaders – Report on their last meeting: Co. Robinett reports for Steven. They are having a glow stick party on the 18th at Sunnyside Park. They will be selling glow sticks, chips, and drinks. They are hoping to get more of the kids interested in coming back to the meetings. Their first meeting there were around fifteen kids. Jenn Maestas will also be helping with a movie in the park, they have not set a date for that yet. They are also working on service projects.

Sam Leonard – Police Vehicle Maintenance. The residents are doing well with the water restrictions. We need to discuss the washing of the police vehicles. We are asking to purchase tokens to take the vehicles to price to run them through the car wash there. Asking for $80 in tokens. Motion by Co. Robinett to approve this until water restrictions are lifted, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.

Gordon Roberts – Update on Planning & Zoning. There are some big things happening in Planning & Zoning. Sees a lot of encroachment on city property. We are going to start figuring out encroachments on city properties. We have the nuisance ordinance from Mary North and we will take sections. The alleyway behind Chief Leonard’s house is one that we really need to look at. There are vehicles and trailers. There was a fiasco in Columbia that we had to work on over the weekend. We need to figure out some kind of impound, Anderson’s does not have an impound. We need to start laying the law down, especially on encroachment. Mayor Pro Temp asks if Mary has explained to him how the ticketing and the process works. Gordon gives a copy to Mayor Pro Temp to review. Mayor Pro Temp states that we do need to start somewhere. Co. Robinett states that as Planning & Zoning we do not have authority to give tickets, we are going to break up into sections and give the addresses to Mary and the Police Department and see about getting them taken care of. Gordon gives thanks to those that have started taking care of their yards. There have been a few that have really cleaned up their properties. 

Gary Keddington – Discussion on rate increase for garbage services. Gary shares a spreadsheet showing the losses over the years. This loss is just not sustainable, we need to do something to offset this. We have a monthly shortfall of around $3,000 per month. As we look at this, we need to do a little more just so we don’t have to revisit this. Right now, our current rate is $12.60 per can, two cans are $10.40. each can after one is $10.40. 16. 60 for first can13.60 per extra can. Suggests that we possibly go up a little more. Looking for council input to see where we should be. Co. Robinett states that with it increasing .20 cents every January $17 is not unreasonable. 

Jim Bilskie – Truck parking and water committee update. There has been a towing company parking on his street and where they are parked the fuel smell is close to the homes on that street. Called the company and discussed the issue with them. They did not respond well to this. They were informed that there is designated truck parking for them. We just cannot have them parking in yards. I would like to propose that this get looked into and possibly consider a parking area on an improved surface only for residents that drive truck. Chief states that there is a truck parking ordinance, when the city decided to make a designated area there were quite a few truck drivers in town. There are not as many now. We will need to talk to them, they are new in town. This brings up another question about tanker trucks, do we want those in town? The city council and planning and zoning will need to discuss this to see if changes want to be made. Jim states that the other thing is the water committee, having a hard time getting a meeting set up. Maybe since this is a new committee, we could just set up some dates and get the full committee set up. Co. Abeyta states that we really appreciate the work that he has done, it has just been a busy time.

Discussion on Water Restrictions. Co. Abeyta states that this is a touchy situation right now. Everyone knows where we are right now, we are just a little better than last year. We need to at least wait until the first of next month. This brings up another problem with the park and the ball field. Feels that we should hold off until the first. Co. Neath states that we need to get the fertilizer and weed killer on these properties, but it is a good idea to wait until next month. Lisa Mena asks where we would fill the tank at. Co. Abeyta states that it would be in price by the fairgrounds. Co. Neath states that we do need to be cautious because we don’t know how our next winter will be. Mayor Pro Temp states that maybe we can get some volunteers with tanks that would help out. 

Discussion on setting date for Open & Public Meeting training by our City Attorney. Co. Robinett states that he had brought this up in a prior meeting. Christian states that we will schedule this for the beginning of the next fiscal year. Everyone with the exception of Co. Stevenson has had the training. Co. Robinett states that we need to get the public hearing set on the Heath Lane. Christian states that he will get working on this with Liz and get the notices out. Once everything is done with the noticing we will schedule a public hearing. Co. Robinett states that the next thing is discussing vacating the Circleway Road in Columbia, we will table this for now until we hear more on this. Co. Robinett states that this is a city road, and it has not been maintained over the years, and it is not a safe road. Talked with all of the residents near this road, except for one, we want to see if the city will vacate that and sell what is behind the homes to the property owners. We need to make sure all of the property owners agree on the issue. 

Request of funds for EMS Week. We will take this out of our EMS fund. We try to do something at the school and last year the fire department paid for this. The cost for this is $279.95 plus shipping and handling. Asking for $350 to cover the costs of this for 100 kids. The kids will be able to go through the ambulances and fire trucks. Motion was made by Co. Neath to approve $350 for EMS week, seconded by Co. Stevenson. Motion passed unanimously.

Co. Neath states that we have not been following the policy on water on the overdue water bills, it states right now that it is 30 days and we need to extend this time period. We also need to come up with a form for a promise to pay. We also need to go back to putting up the door hangers. Mayor Pro Temp states that they will just get behind another 60 or 90 days. Co. Neath states in a 90-day period it would be a notice, door hanger and shut off. This is just to inform the council of the changes that we need to make and have it on the next agenda for approval. 

Reports from Council Members, Boards & Committees:

Co. Robinett: Our Planning & Zoning meeting is on the 14th. On the agenda is approval of homes in Columbia and we will make sure they are following the setbacks. These are not tiny homes, they are just over 1,000 sq ft. Co. Robinett states that they will also be discussing licensing for Airbnb’s

Co. Neath: We did get the aerator from the school district, and we will start this week. We did get fertilizer ordered and we will hold off on this until we can water. 

Co. Palmer: Our website is under construction, it will have everything on it for all of the residents and visitors. Community Daze is coming and we will get the posters this week. We will be doing a 5K this year, it is $25 per person and $40 per couple. Co. Robinett has been working on the letters for vendors and sponsors. Please share this information with everyone. We are going to have some fun kid games also this year. We will have a band that evening and hope it will be a fun family evening. We will also be doing a little celebration for America’s 250th birthday. We will have little contests during this time. 

Co. Stevenson: From the Fire Chief Valdez, Firefighter 1 testing is going on, and they are gearing up for fire season. Wildland fire training is going on and also the recert for wildland is going on. Everything for the training is covered except for one night of dinner is not covered for the five firemen, asking for perdiem for dinner for them. Motion was made by Co. Robinett to approve perdiem for dinner for five firemen, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.

Co. Abeyta: Our reservoir is sitting at 7’ 5”. We are a little better than we were last year at this time. On the water tank that we received, we had to cut it in half, and they are ready for us to take them. It will be a lot of work, and we should have this done by the end of summer. We are going to do our best to make sure the properties look good.

Old Business: Liz Ferguson reports on the clean-up. We have had a good group of residents show up for this. Got a call from Christine Watkins and the money should be released by July 1st for the property. It should take a good year to get things going. Will contact Christoper Meritt to ask for signs for the property. A grant has opened, and there is no financial match to this, other than engineering, and the State will take care of that. We did get some extra money to do work on the trail if need be. Christine also suggested that we get signage regarding the camping and where it is. The archery program, we don’t want to see that fizzle. Randy McManus ran it last year and did a great job. I am just bringing this to council to see what we can do with this. This will be fully volunteer, there is no money available to pay someone to run the program. 

Payables: Motion to approve by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.

Motion to adjourn to closed session to discuss the character, professional competence, or physical/mental health of an individual by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously. 

Closed session opened at 8:00 P.M. 

Motion to open closed session by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.

The purpose of the public hearing is to discuss the character, professional competence, or physical/mental health of an individual.

Motion to adjourn closed session by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.

Motion to go back into open session by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.





Motion to adjourn by Co. Robinett, seconded by Co. Neath. Motion passed unanimously.

ATTEST:

Liz Holt, City Recorder                                                     Carolyn Abeyta, Mayor
