Moroni City Special Emergency Council Meeting
Date: June 26, 2026
Time: 12:00 p.m.
Location:  Moroni City Community Center 80 S. 200 W. Moroni UT

1. MAYOR TROY PRESTWICH called the special emergency meeting to order to discuss and act on the Governor’s request and state-level action banning personal fireworks due to extreme drought and wildfire conditions.

	ROLL CALL
Mayor Troy D. Prestwich, Council members:  D. Craig Draper, Thayne Atkinson, Kevin Taylor.  Cherrie Green and Jake Bagley absent

Staff in attendance:  Carol Haskins, Recorder; Steve Gray, North Valley Police Chief 

2. RESOLUTION 2026-6-26 FIREWORKS BAN PARAMETERS IN RELATION TO UTAH EXECUTIVE ORDER 2026-04

Mayor Prestwich reported that the Governor has banned all personal fireworks in the State of Utah, while municipalities retain some authority.
Prestwich cited other cities’ responses: Mount Pleasant: Following the Governor’s direction and banning personal fireworks.
Fairview: Allowing personal fireworks only at the rodeo arena during a set time with the fire department on site.
2026 is described as one of the worst drought years in Utah’s history, with extremely dry vegetation and high fire risk.
Moroni City has many properties with dry weeds and cheatgrass, increasing local fire danger.

Councilmember Craig Draper questioned whether the city was legally bound by the governor’s order.  Mayor Prestwich clarified: The City can opt out, but then assumes liability if a fire occurs.
If the City designates a location for fireworks and a fire results, the City could still be liable.

Fire Risk, Weather, and Resources
Council noted that fire behavior is unpredictable; fireworks do not always perform as intended. Wind is a significant concern, including at night when fireworks are typically used.
Drought conditions and unmaintained, dry properties in town substantially increased risk.
The state is experiencing multiple large fires, with: Limited manpower and resources remaining for additional incidents. There is a possibility that Moroni could be “on its own” if a major fire started locally. Moroni City has only three fire trucks, making simultaneous incidents hard to manage.

Council considered two resolution frameworks that were presented:

Ban on Private Fireworks (No Designated Area)
· Restricts open fires and prohibits private fireworks within Moroni City boundaries.
· Focused solely on public safety and risk reduction.
· City would still hold its municipal fireworks show, conducted by the fire department under controlled conditions.

Allowance with Designated Area
· Would allow personal fireworks only in specific, designated areas.
· Similar in concept to Fairview’s rodeo arena model.

Councilmember Atkinson expressed concern that no location in Moroni is inherently safer than another, given conditions. Noted that consumer fireworks now go as high as municipal fireworks, increasing risk. Emphasized that designating a site increases the City’s exposure to liability.
Chief Steve Gray indicated it would be easier for enforcement and operations if fireworks are banned. Mentioned the 250th anniversary and the difficulty of the decision, but prioritized safety.
Mayor Prestwich stated he agrees with the Governor’s action in this case, given the extreme conditions. Emphasized prioritizing protection of life and property over one year of personal fireworks.  Observed that kids can have fireworks next year, whereas a major fire could cause long-term losses.

Mayor and Council Members agreed not to designate any location for private fireworks. To ban private fireworks entirely within Moroni City for this period.
To proceed with the City’s own fireworks show only, under fire department management.

MOTION Council Member Kevin Taylor moved to adopt Resolution 2026-6, A Resolution Restricting Open Fires and Denotation of Private Fireworks within Moroni City, Utah.
SECOND Council Member D. Craig Draper seconded the motion.
Draper: Yes
Atkinson: Yes
Taylor: Yes
Motion carried. 

3. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION Councilmember Kevin Taylor to adjourn
SECOND Councilmember Thayne Atkinson
All YES.  Motion carried
12:17 PM



____________________________________
Carol Haskins, Recorder



____________________________________
Troy D. Prestwich, Mayor
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