MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF EMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HELD IN THE EMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

AUGUST 4, 2026



Present at the meeting was Commission Chairman Dennis Worwood, Commissioner Jordan Leonard, Commissioner Keven Jensen, Attorney Mike Olsen (via Zoom), Deputy Clerk/Auditor Carol Cox, elected officials and citizens.


CONSENT AGENDA		

(1)
APPROVAL OF CHECK EDIT LIST, REQUISITIONS, AND DISPOSITIONS.

The Warrant Check Edit List # 271562 through and including # 271645 was presented for payment.

There were no Requisitions or dispositions.    

(2)
APPROVAL OF JULY 7, 2026 CANVAS OF ELECTION MINUTES.

(3)
APPROVAL OF THE JULY 21, 2026 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES.

(4)
APPROVAL OF OUT-OF-STATE TRAVEL FOR SHERIFF TYSON HUNTINGTON, SERGEANT WADE RYAN AND DEPUTY EGAN SMITH TO ATTEND THE HITS K9 TRAINING CONFERENCE IN PHOENIX, AZ.

(5)
APPROVAL TO TRANSFER MICK ROBINSON TO THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE AS PUBLIC SAFETY TECHNOLOGY & MEDICAL SUPPORT SPECIALIST. WAGE WILL REMAIN THE SAME. 

(6)
APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENT OF KATHY KEARNEY REAVES AND ROSS HUNTINGTON TO SERVE ON THE EMERY COUNTY CARE AND REHABILITATION BOARD.


DISCUSSION AGENDA

(1)
ITEMS PULLED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA.

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY: none

(2)
PRESENTATION BY EHS RODEO TEAM-THANK YOU AND REPORT ON NATIONALS.

Cams Rich and Court Payne reported on EHS Rodeo Team Nationals.  They thanked the EC Commission for their support.

(3)
PRESENTATION BY NIKI ALLRED REGARDING THE SPIRIT OF SERVICE AWARD BEING LAUNCHED BY THE 1DIRECTION PREVENTION COALITION.

Niki Allred from 1Direction Prevention Coalition presented information regarding their Spirit of Service Award.  They plan to put the award into action by celebrating  people who make a positive difference in Emery County through kindness, service and leadership.  They want to honor those who contribute behind the scenes. They intend to have two recipients of the award each quarter.  Niki requested Emery County Commissioners partner with the 1Direction Prevention Coalition by presenting the award during the second Commissioner Meeting beginning in October 2026.  Nominations will be accepted, reviewed and selected by the 1Direction Prevention Coalition.


(4)
RATIFICATION OF APPROVAL OF THE USL MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT TO PARTICIPATE AS A PARTNER IN THE JUNIPER LIBRARY CONSORTIUM.

Desiree Malley requested ratification of the USL Memorandum of Agreement to participate as a partner in the Juniper Library Consortium.  The cost to participate is $2,152.00 for 2026-2027.  To meet a deadline to participate the MOA was signed and now needs to be ratified. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to ratify the signing of the USLMOA to participate as a partner in the Juniper Library Consortium.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none 

(5)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY EMERY COUNTY COMMISSION PASSING A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE SOLAR ORDINANCE TO STOP ALL FUTURE LARGE-SCALE UTILITY SOLAR PLANTS THAT HAVE NOT YET BEEN PERMITTED IN EMERY COUNTY.

Commissioner Jensen discussed a resolution amending the solar ordinance to stop all future large-scale utility solar plans that have not yet been permitted in Emery County.  The proposed resolution was presented to the Commissioners, Planning & Zoning Committee and Emery County Attorney.  He also wanted to clarify a letter that was sent to the Emery County Commission from the State Attorney General’s Office. He stated that Resolutions, Ordinances, Contracts and Agreements go to the County Attorney’s office to receive counsel.  We have had no counsel.  When we as a Commission are dealing with issues we need counsel from the County Attorney.  Commissioner Jensen made a motion to approve a resolution amending the solar ordinance to stop all future large-scale utility solar plants that have not yet been permitted in Emery County.  Commissioner Leonard indicated that he has visited with people at a city and state level. All agree that we need to have guidelines in place for future commissioners.  There are a lot of hoops to jump through to create an ordinance.  He would like to see if we could have something in place soon to present to the Commissioners, the Attorney and Planning & Zoning Board.  Attorney Mike Olsen commented that he is looking forward to reviewing a proposed ordinance. Commissioner Jensen’s motion died for lack of a second.  No action. Discussion only.

(6)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY CONTRACT FOR SERVICES BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY LANDFILL AND WESTERN METALS REGARDING THE LANDFILL SCRAP METAL PILE RFP.

On bid was received and was opened for the Landfill Scrap Metal Pile during the July 21, 2026 Commission Meeting.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve a contract for services between Emery County Landfill and Western Metals regarding the Landfill Scrap Metal Pile.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none 







(7)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY PROCLAMATION PROCLAIMING SEPTEMBER 2026 TO BE SUICIDE PREVENTION AND AWARENESS MONTH.

Taylor Demick, Four Corners Behavioral Health , Prevention Director asked the Commissioners to read their Proclamation for World Suicide Prevention Month.  They will have events on September 10, 2026 and September 12, 2026.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve a Proclamation proclaiming September 2026 to be Suicide Prevention and Awareness Month. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:   Keven Jensen
           Jordan Leonard
           Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(8)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY TASKING JOHANSEN & TUTTLE TO PUT TOGETHER AN ENGINEERS ESTIMATE AND PRE-CONSTRUCTION FOR DEBRIS BASIN MAINTENANCE.

Kyle Ekker and Justin Johansen reviewed the current flood control structures in the County. Some of the structures have been impacted since the 2013 Seeley Fire.  Kyle proposed to look at all the flood control structures and make a maintenance plan to get them up to good working order. This will demonstrate that we can care for the structures that we have in the county.   The cost to put together a plan and engineers estimate and pre-Construction for debris basin maintenance was estimated to be less than $10,000.   Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve up to $10,000 from Flood Control budgeted funds to put together an engineer's estimate and pre-construction for debris basin maintenance.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Keven Jensen.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
         Keven Jensen
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none 

(9)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY PERFORMING FEASIBILITY ENGINEERING/PLANNING AT EMERY COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE TO CONSIDER EXPANSION IN ORDER TO HOUSE ADDITIONAL STATE INMATES.

Sheriff Huntington talked about the possibility of performing a feasibility study to consider expansion in order to house additional state inmates. They are currently housing 30 inmates receiving funding from the State Department of Corrections.  Sheriff indicated that he was meeting with several Sheriff’s from other counties to get an idea what a potential expansion would look like and how it would benefit the County. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve Sheriff Huntington’s request to perform a feasibility engineering/planning at Emery County Sheriff’s Office to consider expansion in order to house additional state inmates.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none


(10)
ELECTED OFFICIAL REPORTS

Sheriff Huntington reported that they have moved the Command Center to Castle Dale for the fires in Black Canyon.
Attorney Mike Olsen 
Commissioner Leonard thanked those who worked hard to make this year’s Emery County Fair a success.
Commissioner Worwood also expressed gratitude to those who helped with the fair.
Sergeant Jeremy Lake Emergency Management for the SO, reported on the Black Canyon fire and the efforts to keep the fire from cabins and structures in Reeder. 

(11)
ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Keven Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, and the motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none




ATTEST: ________________________ COMMISSIONER :_________________________




