


MILFORD CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, July 21, 2026
Milford City Council Chambers
26 South 100 West 
4:00 PM 
 Call to Order
Mayor Nolan Davis called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM.
Roll Call
Present:
Mayor Nolan Davis, Council Members Russell Smith and Scott Symond, Attorney Leo Kanell, City Administrator Makayla Bealer, Zoning Administrator Lisa Thompson, City Recorder Monica Seifers, Foreman Ben Stewart
Ryker Steglich with Sunrise Engineering attended the Public Hearings via telephone 
Excused:
Council Members Ian Spaulding, Les Whitney, and Tayson Willis  
Mayor Davis announced that a quorum was not present; therefore, no official action could be taken on agenda items. The meeting proceeded for discussion purposes only. 
Visitors (roll attached):
Ben Coray, Kristie McLin, Bretten Lozano, Neal Matthews, Matt Sterzer, Danny Stewart, Colette Cox, Pete Brown, Sheri Wiseman, Mike Moe.
PUBLIC HEARINGS
a. Public Hearing – Milford City Annexation Policy Plan
Mayor Davis opened the public hearing to receive comments regarding the proposed Milford City Annexation Policy Plan.
Ryker with Sunrise Engineering attended by telephone and explained that the Annexation Policy Plan is required by Utah State law and establishes the City's framework and criteria for future annexation decisions over the next twenty years. Adoption of the plan does not annex property but provides guidance for future annexation requests.
Mayor Davis thanked Sunrise Engineering for the extensive work completed in preparing the plan.
With no further comments from the Council or public, the public hearing was closed. 

b. Public Hearing – Milford City General Plan
Mayor Davis opened the public hearing regarding the proposed Milford City General Plan.
Mayor Davis explained that the General Plan was developed through community surveys and public input and will serve as the City's long-range planning document for future growth and development.
Ryker noted that the General Plan serves as a guiding policy document, with implementation occurring through future ordinances, infrastructure investments, and policy decisions.
Mayor Davis expressed appreciation to Sunrise Engineering and Milford City staff for their work in preparing the plan.
With no additional comments, the public hearing was closed. 
REGULAR SESSION
Conflict of Interest Declarations
Council Member Russell Smith disclosed that he would abstain from discussion or voting on Resolution 11-2026 should action become necessary.
No other conflicts were declared. 
VISITORS 
a. Utah FORGE Project Update
Dr. Kristi McLin, Utah FORGE Project Director, provided an update on project activities.
Highlights included:
· Construction of the circulation testing facility is complete. 
· A four-month circulation test is expected to begin within approximately one week. 
· Water will be continuously circulated between wells to evaluate long-term reservoir performance. 
· Extensive safety training has been completed, including CPR, first aid, lock-out/tag-out procedures, and 24-hour operational staffing. 
· Results from the circulation testing will guide future drilling activities. 
· Community outreach continues through educational tours, poster contests, and participation in the Beaver County Fair. 
Mayor Davis expressed appreciation for Utah FORGE's continued partnership and contributions to geothermal research and the Milford community. 
b. Governor's Office of Economic Opportunity – Rural Economic Blueprint
Colette Cox, Director of the Center for Rural Development, presented the draft Milford Rural Economic Blueprint prepared in collaboration with City staff, Beaver County, community stakeholders, and business leaders. A pre-recorded video made by August Granath was presented.
The Blueprint identifies strategic priorities for the next three to five years, including:
· Balanced economic growth 
· Housing development 
· Workforce education 
· Industrial development 
· Infrastructure improvements 
· Main Street revitalization 
· Recreation improvements 
· Tourism development 
Council members were encouraged to review the draft and provide comments before formal adoption at a future meeting.
Mayor Davis commended Ms. Cox and her team for their extensive collaboration and assistance in helping Milford identify funding opportunities and develop long-term economic strategies.
Council members expressed appreciation for the partnership and agreed to review the draft prior to adoption. 
c. Utah Inland Port Authority Presentation
Danny Stewart, Utah Inland Port Authority, discussed available economic development tools and introduced a proposal to amend approximately twenty-eight residential lots into the Inland Port Project Area.
Discussion included:
· Authority Infrastructure Bank (AIB) loan opportunities. 
· Financing infrastructure improvements necessary for residential development. 
· Potential use of tax increment financing for future infrastructure investments. 
· Assistance for the Ascend Development subdivision. 
The proposal would allow the developer to seek low-interest infrastructure financing while maintaining existing property tax rates.
Matt Sterzer, Beaver County Economic Development Director, emphasized Milford's need for additional housing to support existing employers and retain local families.
No action was taken due to the lack of a quorum. 
CONSENT ITEMS
The following items were presented but no action was taken due to the absence of a quorum:
· Financial Report – June 2026 
· Approval of Bills and Payroll 
· Approval of June 16, 2026 Council Meeting Minutes 
· Approval of June 25, 2026 Special Work Session Minutes 
NEW BUSINESS
a. Planning and Zoning Commission Appointment
The appointment was deferred until a special meeting due to the lack of a quorum.
b. Golf Course Irrigation Situation and Status 
Foreman Stewart reported that repairs continue on leaking irrigation heads explaining that a failed pump motor has been replaced. Irrigation repairs are nearing completion. Recent rainfall has assisted with turf recovery. 
c. Sewer Extension Request
Staff reported that a developer proposing duplex construction had requested approval of an alternative sewer extension plan. Because the developer was not present, staff recommended postponing discussion until a future work meeting.
OLD BUSINESS 
a. Granite View RV Park Update
Administrator Bealer reported:
Phase II construction is nearing completion. Requests have been received to allow several existing tenants to relocate into Phase II. Questions remain regarding future water rates for Phase II. Phase I is anticipated to be paid off and transferred to the City in December. Industrial Builders has requested consideration of leasing the property back from the City after transfer. Discussion also included installation of a sewer connection before completion of Phase II. Mike Moe needs a decision soon.
Mayor Davis stated these items would be addressed during a special meeting so decisions could be made promptly. 
b. Wastewater Project Update
Administrator Bealer reported:
A pre-construction meeting was held July 8, 2026. Construction remains on schedule. Contractor mobilization is anticipated during mid-August after power coordination is completed. 
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS
As there was no quorum, these items were tabled. 
STAFF REPORTS
Administrator Bealer:
· The Utah Local Government Trust reduced the City's long-term disability reserve requirements. A refund check will be issued.
· Milford City successfully completed the first year of the Trust Integrity Program and will receive a 5% refund on workers' compensation and liability premiums. 
· Year Two participation requirements are reduced. 
· The Airport Roof Replacement project is ready to advertise for bids. 
· She requested future discussion regarding wage adjustments for the Broom Operator, Janitorial, and Crossing Guard positions. 
· Milford City offered equipment and operators to assist Beaver City with flood recovery efforts. 
· Staff recommended postponing this year's chip seal project to allow Beaver County resources to remain focused on emergency flood response. 
· She was contacted on the 17th by a developer who introduced the HUD Pro Housing Grant Program, which may assist with future housing infrastructure. It appears to be a great program but has a tight deadline for applying, August 3rd. She recommended additional research before pursuing application. 
COUNCIL REPORTS AND COMMENTS 
Mayor Davis:
· Asked residents to keep Beaver County residents affected by flooding in their thoughts and prayers. 
· Reported that beginning in October, residential solid waste collection would transition to a new provider selected through the County bid process. Commercial collection will continue through Wiley Hughes & Sons. Residential service schedules will remain unchanged. He reported that the new residential contract is expected to reduce customer rates.
Adjournment
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MONICA D. SEIFERS, City Recorder 
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