Emery Town Council Meeting July 8th at 7:00pm
1. Call to Order 
The Emery Town Council Meeting was called to order at 7:04 PM on Wednesday, July 8, 2026, at 65 N Center St., Emery, UT 84522.
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
3. Minutes for June 10th, 2026 
The minutes for June 10th, 2026, were reviewed with no issues noted and approved unanimously.
Motion to approve the minutes for June 10th, 2026, was made and seconded. The motion carried unanimously.
4. Invoice Report 
The invoice report was reviewed, and bills were approved for payment.
Motion to approve and pay the invoices as listed in the invoice report was made and seconded. The motion carried unanimously.
5. Mayor Jack Funk 
 Swear in Slate Stewart for council. 
Slate Stewart was formally sworn in to the Emery Town Council for a term from June 11, 2026, through January 2, 2028.
 Water task force update 
Mayor Funk provided a comprehensive update on the water crisis and the town's response efforts. A water task force has been formed and meets every Monday. Key actions underway include:
Water samples were collected that morning for a full drinking water analysis. The town is actively working to bring the secondary water system online within one to two weeks, using the existing wells as a non-potable/secondary source while pursuing a viable drinking water solution. The mayor emphasized the importance of proving the wells are sustainable before investing heavily in treatment infrastructure.
Permits and water rights filings have been completed. The town is also working with the Forest Service on upper reservoir storage and dam repair. The mayor noted that a nearby coal mine is conducting exploration on the other side of the mountain and that the town has people monitoring it to ensure water rights are protected.
The Castle Valley Special Service District assists with system design and water sampling. County commissioners are working to secure approximately $50,000 in funding for the secondary pump system. Worst-case hauling scenarios have been explored, including testing water sources at Quitchupah and below the coal mine, and a legal hauling permit has been secured. A long-term reservoir project is also being pursued with the support of federal representatives Celeste Malloy and John Curtis, though a realistic timeline is 4–5 years.
Mayor Funk expressed confidence that the situation would be resolved and commended the community for their cooperation and conservation efforts.
CVSSD 
Mayor Funk noted that the Castle Valley Special Service District is fully engaged in addressing the water emergency, assisting with system planning and water sampling. All projects from the prior fiscal year are complete, and the current year's projects are on track for completion before year-end of the year.
6. Councilperson Kim Hansen 
Town Celebrations 
Town celebration for July 24th is proceeding as planned. Councilperson Hansen was absent but communicated via text that the event is on track. Vendor participation remains strong. They are still in need of two volunteer : a softball umpire and someone to run horseshoes. 
7. Councilperson Melissa Durfey 
Pioneer church update 
Window restoration contractors have arranged accommodation in town and will meet with local staff the following day to assess the building and begin work. Fundraising efforts for the project are ongoing.
Emery Emergency plan – CERT – adopt the Emery County emergency plan. 
Councilperson Durfey delivered a strong public appeal for residents to sign up for the reverse 9-1-1 notification system, prepare age-appropriate bug-out bags for each family member, and stockpile bottled water to help reduce strain on the town's depleted supply. The Emery Emergency Committee (formerly referred to as CERT/SURGE) will be providing ongoing preparedness guidance to residents.
Mayor Funk noted that the Emery County Emergency Management Plan, available at emcounty.com, has been in development for approximately three years and recommended adoption by the town.
Motion to adopt the Emery County Emergency Management Plan by resolution was made and seconded. The motion carried unanimously.
8. Councilperson Mistie Christiansen 
Planning and Zoning 
No report. The Planning and Zoning meeting is scheduled for the following week.
 EEMSSD 
Councilperson Christiansen reported that the Emery Emergency Medical Services Special Service District passed its recent audit with minor findings. The district remains fully staffed and is a model for the county. A free CPR class is being coordinated for the Emery community within the next six weeks.
The council also discussed the district's pending request to the county commission for $260,000 annually from PILT and CRA funds to increase on-call EMT pay by $2.00 per hour. The county commission has tabled the matter twice; a vote is anticipated at the next commission meeting.
9. Fire Department – Chief's Report 
Fire Chief Scott reported an unusual volume of summer incidents, reminding the public to wear seatbelts and stay off the blacktop. He advised that the Babylon Fire has grown significantly, with 35 engines on scene and requests for 70. The department has been placed on standby and is prepared to deploy with three personnel while maintaining four at home. The chief indicated departure may be imminent.
10. Townhall staff – update Annie to full-time benefits 
It was noted that staff member Annie is currently working full-time hours but receiving only part-time benefits. It was determined that she is entitled to full-time benefits including holiday and vacation accrual. Mayor Funk is required to sign the applicable form to formalize the change. 
11. Open Agenda 
The council received notice that the town was awarded a $60,000 recreational planning grant to support trail development and related planning efforts. Discussion was brief, with Mayor Funk indicating he has ideas for a recreation committee and will work to integrate the grant into a broader recreational development plan.
Mayor Funk also announced that, consistent with practices in neighboring towns, the council will begin exploring a requirement that new construction be accompanied by a water share. Details are to be worked out through Planning and Zoning, and the matter will be brought forward for formal action at a future meeting.
A minor concern was raised regarding unexplained moisture seeping from a planter in front of the town hall. Staff was asked to investigate and review building water schematics for a potential leak.
12. Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn was made and seconded. The meeting was adjourned.
