
Conditions of the District
August 2026


· Managers Note:

As we move through August, mosquito activity and West Nile Virus risk remain the District's primary focus. Across Utah and much of the western United States, mosquito abatement agencies are reporting elevated West Nile Virus activity compared to typical seasonal patterns. While earlier in the season much attention was focused on localized populations of Culex tarsalis, recent surveillance indicates a shift toward increasing numbers of Culex pipiens, the District's primary vector of West Nile Virus. This seasonal transition is significant because Culex pipiens thrives in urban environments and is responsible for much of the human West Nile Virus transmission seen along the Wasatch Front. Our current mosquito infection rate is approaching 7%, underscoring the importance of maintaining aggressive surveillance and control efforts during the peak transmission period.

Drought conditions and reduced runoff continue to influence mosquito production throughout the region. While some traditional breeding sites have diminished, remaining water sources have become increasingly concentrated and productive. These conditions can create localized areas of high mosquito activity and enhance opportunities for virus amplification, even when overall mosquito abundance appears lower than average.

District operations remain at full capacity during the most critical month of the season. Seasonal staff continue to support surveillance, larval control, catch basin treatments, fish stocking, public education, and disease monitoring efforts. Additional surveillance resources have been directed toward areas showing elevated mosquito activity and West Nile Virus detections, allowing staff to closely monitor changes in mosquito abundance, species composition, and infection rates.

Community outreach has remained a major focus throughout the summer. District staff recently participated in Movies in the Park, Herriman Health Days, and several other community events, providing education on mosquito prevention, source reduction, standing water management, and personal protection measures. These interactions remain one of the most effective ways to increase public awareness and encourage community participation in mosquito control efforts.

Our participation in statewide arboviral surveillance efforts continues to provide valuable situational awareness as conditions evolve across Utah. Reports from neighboring districts suggest that many areas are experiencing similar patterns of elevated mosquito infection rates and increased West Nile Virus activity. Sharing information and monitoring regional trends helps ensure the District remains prepared to respond quickly to changing conditions.

As summer progresses, the District will begin experiencing the annual transition of seasonal staff returning to school and other commitments. While we will be saying goodbye to several outstanding employees over the coming weeks, we are grateful to have a strong group of seasonal staff who will remain through the end of mosquito season. Their contributions have been invaluable throughout the summer, and their continued support will help ensure the District maintains a high level of service during the most important weeks of the year.

August and early September traditionally represent the period when mosquito populations, West Nile Virus activity, and human exposure risk converge. The District remains well positioned to respond with a fully operational surveillance network, targeted treatment programs, and a dedicated workforce. Our focus remains on aggressive surveillance, proactive control efforts, public outreach, and maintaining readiness throughout the remainder of what is shaping up to be a challenging and active West Nile Virus season.

· Mosquito Borne Disease:
	                 
	SSLVMAD
	SL County
	Utah
	Nationally

	WNV - Pools
	68
	243
	709
	-

	WNV - Human
	1
	2
	7
	1433

	WNV - Deaths
	0
	0
	0
	6

	Dengue (L/T)
	0
	0
	0/4
	1455     1252/203

	Malaria (L/T)
	0
	0
	0/7
	

	Chikungunya/Zika (T) 
	-
	-
	1
	86/6

	Oropouche Virus
	-
	-
	-
	-





	Mosquito Info.
	Through July
	5-year average

	Acres treated
	286
	342.76

	All Traps (through June)
	60305
	56473.6

	Service Requests
	28
	43.2

	Adulticiding
	15
	19

	
	
	








· Operational Notes
· Bi-Weekly Utah Arboviral phone calls with the DHHS, Hogle Zoo, Utah State Vet, Tracy Aviary, 
· West Nile Testing and the Future

· Conferences 2026:
National Drone Conference – September 1-3, Las Vegas
UMAA – October 26-28 Ogden, Utah
UASD – November 5-7 , Layton, Utah
Conferences 2027
WCMVCA- Dates to be announced – Ogden, Utah
AMCA-Dates to be announced – St.Louis, Missouri


· Safety Report:
Date:  July 13th – August 17th 



Leading Indicators
	
	Area Safety Audits
	Seasonal Safety Training 
	Safety Committee Mtgs.

	Monthly Goal
	3
	24
	1

	Completed
	3
	24
	1

	Year to Date
	21
	24
	7



Reports
	
	Close Calls
	Reported Incidents
	Workers Comp. Incidents
	Public Complaint
	Lost Time Incidents
	Liability Claims
	Property Claims
	Auto Incidents
	Notices of Violations

	This Month
	1
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Year to Date
	6
	12
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0






Additional Information (Surveillance and Testing Summary)

	Year to date arbovirus tests
	2026
	5 Year Average
	2025
	2024
	2023
	2022
	2021

	pipiens
	14255
	13753.4
	7091
	16028
	14147
	14667
	16834

	tarsalis
	27648
	21328.4
	17817
	20250
	34176
	18758
	15641

	Total
	41903
	35081.8
	24908
	36278
	48323
	33425
	32475

	pools
	1038
	934.2
	701
	990
	1185
	907
	888

	WNV positive
	68
	17.4
	21
	8
	22
	16
	20

	Positivity rate
	6.55%
	1.86%
	3.00%
	0.81%
	1.86%
	1.76%
	2.25%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	






Average Mosquitoes per trap in City
	
July
	YTD through June

	City
	2026
	5 year average
	2026
	5 year average

	Bluffdale
	317.81
	119.46
	101.69
	54.63

	Cottonwood Heights
	131.70
	97.67
	83.12
	59.94

	Draper
	166.86
	105.54
	77.30
	49.37

	Herriman
	11.88
	12.91
	8.00
	6.17

	Holladay
	15.67
	15.29
	8.47
	12.97

	Midvale
	218.67
	150.70
	89.40
	68.78

	MillCreek
	48.14
	63.60
	28.63
	40.80

	Murray
	90.05
	58.98
	46.51
	40.47

	Riverton
	64.00
	65.54
	28.43
	36.42

	Sandy
	39.00
	21.81
	22.11
	17.59

	South Jordan
	118.09
	103.55
	57.78
	59.03

	South Salt Lake
	238.58
	189.30
	122.38
	110.10

	Taylorsville
	59.09
	63.02
	32.45
	40.44

	West Jordan
	65.13
	81.92
	33.35
	46.91

	West Valley
	756.38
	262.71
	309.04
	141.97

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 








	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Average mosquitoes per trap by species

	 
	July
	YTD through June

	Species
	2026
	5 year average
	2026
	5 year average

	Culex pipiens
	55.69
	34.96
	23.65
	15.55

	Culex tarsalis
	94.41
	54.55
	45.93
	34.47

	Anopheles freeborni
	2.11
	4.64
	1.00
	2.58

	Aedes dorsalis
	0.13
	0.34
	0.09
	0.35

	Aedes vexans
	0.22
	1.59
	0.18
	0.87

	Culiseta inornata
	2.79
	2.91
	1.51
	2.35

	Culiseta incidens
	1.64
	0.85
	1.03
	0.44

	Aedes increpitus
	0.08
	0.06
	0.16
	0.20

	Simuliidae
	0.22
	2.61
	0.18
	1.07

	Aedes sierrensis
	0.00
	0.02
	0.00
	0.02

	Coquillettidia perturbans
	0.08
	0.90
	0.05
	0.35

	Aedes campestris
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.03



