Town of Koosharem Planning Commission Meeting Minutes
Koosharem Town Council Room
June 4th, 2026
Roll Call
Planning Commission Chair: Jerry Butcher
Planning Commission Members: Jill Stewart, Ben Bagley, Al Talbot, Helene Talbot
Absent Members:
Called to Order
The Planning Commission meeting was called to order at 6:34 p.m.
Visitors
Wally Stutson
Public Comments:
No public comments were made.
Consent Agenda
Not applicable.
Business
Member Introductions
Planning Commission members introduced themselves. Jerry Butcher was identified as Chair of the Planning Commission. New members introduced included Ben Bagley, Al Talbot, and Helene Talbot.
Vice Chair Appointment
Chair Jerry Butcher nominated Jill Stewart to serve as Vice Chair of the Planning Commission, noting her experience and tenure with the Commission.
A motion was made to appoint Jill Stewart as Vice Chair. Motion was seconded by Helene.
Vote: Motion carried unanimously.
Miller Subdivision
The Planning Commission discussed the Miller Subdivision and noted that complete paperwork and supporting documentation were not currently available for review.
Discussion included prior subdivision proposals involving splitting property, easement requirements, and ensuring resulting parcels meet minimum lot size requirements. Members discussed the importance of having applicants present at meetings when subdivision requests are considered in order to answer questions and provide clarification.
The Commission agreed to table discussion until documentation is available and applicants are prepared to participate in the review process.
Short Term Rentals
The Commission discussed short-term rentals and increasing use of Airbnb and similar rental activity within Town boundaries.
Discussion included:
· Existing requirements for business licensing and applicable taxes for short-term rentals.
· Concerns regarding tracking and identifying new short-term rental operations.
· Economic benefits tourism provides to local businesses.
· Balancing tourism opportunities with maintaining community character and infrastructure capacity.
· Reviewing current ordinances and General Plan language to determine existing requirements and whether updates may be needed.
No action was taken.
Camp Trailers
The Commission discussed concerns regarding increased use of trailers and temporary occupancy on private property.
Discussion included:
· Existing utility and sanitation limitations.
· Concerns related to wastewater disposal and long-term trailer occupancy.
· Distinguishing temporary recreational use and family visits from permanent occupancy.
· Potential ordinance approaches used by neighboring communities.
· Consideration of allowing trailer use during active residential construction projects.
Discussion also included concerns regarding fairness in utility use, tax impacts, and preserving community standards while balancing private property rights.
No action was taken.
Ideas for New Zoning Ordinances
The Commission discussed future zoning priorities and noted that several planning efforts had previously been started but not completed.
Discussion included:
· Reviewing prior Planning Commission efforts and ordinance drafts.
· Identifying gaps within the General Plan.
· Evaluating standards for future growth and development.
· Annexation considerations and water availability concerns.
· Long-term infrastructure capacity and development planning.
· Reviewing examples from nearby communities while recognizing Koosharem’s unique circumstances.
No action was taken and discussion will continue at future meetings.
Adjournment
Meeting adjourned following discussion.
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