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The Kane County Economic Opportunity (CEO) Board met on Monday, June 16, 2026 for a full board meeting. A quorum was met with board members in attendance including Alan Seilhammer, Keiren Chatterley, Pat Guerrero, Trevor Stewart, Joe Sorenson, and Kelly Stowell. Kelly Stowell acted as Chairman and took minutes. The Kane County Economic Opportunity Board meeting was called to order shortly after 3:00 pm by Chairman, Kelly Stowell welcoming attendees to the meeting. Kevin Barnes was not in attendance at the meeting. 

After reviewing minutes, a motion was made to approve minutes from the previous board meeting. A motion was made by Alan Seilhammer to approve the minutes of the Monday, 3/9/2026 Kane County Economic Opportunity Board meeting and a motion was seconded by Pat Guerrero to approve minutes. The motion was approved unanimously by the board members in attendance.

The first proposal presented to the CEO Board was a request from Duck Creek Village (DCV) Chamber of Commerce is seeking funding assistance to bring electrical service to the future site of the community center and tourism office. It was reported in approximately 2015, DCV acquired property from the U.S. Forest Service through the Township Act for these facilities. Since then, the DCV Chamber of Commerce has worked toward developing the property into a gathering place serving residents, visitors, local organizations, and businesses. Immediate needs are to install a 400-amp electrical service on the property and complete the necessary site preparation to support future community events. Access to reliable power is the critical first step in transforming this property into a functional community space. The return of community events, including Duck Creek Days, will happen due to this infrastructure improvement. Duck Creek Days has been a cornerstone community event and significant economic driver for local businesses. Since the event was discontinued in 2020, businesses throughout DCV have experienced the loss of an important source of revenue and visitor engagement. The community has continued to grow, making it increasingly apparent the informal, off-grid infrastructure used in the past is no longer sufficient to meet current economic needs. With the installation of electrical service and initial site improvements, community gatherings, educational programs, and tourism-related activities can happen in the short term, while continuing toward the long-term vision of a permanent community center and tourism office. Events during the winter season will be able to happen at a new community center. 
A motion was made by Joe Sorenson to favorably recommend $26,490 for the DCV Community Center utilities and a second was made Keiren Chatterley and the motion was approved.

The next agenda item was a review of the Historic Downtown Façade/Tenant Improvement, Sign, and Beautification Grant Program and whether to recommend additional funding to continue the program or not. It was reported there were $83,619.94 in requests which is $8,619.94 over what has been approved. The second round of businesses who applied for the grant programs were reviewed by the board and it was discussed which ones to recommend funding and which applications were not as strong and not meeting the grant criteria as well as other project proposals. A discussion took place whether to continue the program and add more funding or to stop the program. The board overwhelmingly agreed to continue the program and do another round of funding with $25,000. The grants will be made available to businesses and property owners for the rehabilitation, revitalization, and beautification of buildings and signage in designated “Main Street” project areas in Kane County. The goal of the program is designed to stimulate local commerce by preserving and enhancing the character of historic downtown districts. The Façade and Tenant Grants are a 50/50 match, up to $7,500; Sign Grants are a 50/50 match up to $2,500; Beautification Grants are a 50/50 match up to $1000.

The board recommended providing an additional $25,000 for the program with a motion Alan Seilhammer and a second made by Joe Sorenson, followed by a unanimous positive recommendation by the board for the program to be continued and heard by the Kane County Commission for final approvals.

A motion was made by Pat Guerrero to adjourn the meeting with a second being made by Keiren Chatterley to adjourn. The motion to adjourn was approved and the meeting was adjourned.


