MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF EMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HELD IN THE EMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

JULY 21, 2026



Present at the meeting was Commission Chairman Dennis Worwood, Commissioner Jordan Leonard, Commissioner Keven Jensen, Attorney Mike Olsen (via Zoom), Sheriff Tyson Huntington, Deputy Clerk/Auditor Carol Cox, elected officials and citizens.


CONSENT AGENDA		

(1)
APPROVAL OF CHECK EDIT LIST, REQUISITIONS, AND DISPOSITIONS.

The Warrant Check Edit List # 271414 though and including #271538 was presented for payment.

Requisitions were presented for the following:

REQUISITION		DESCRIPTION					AMOUNT

24-26			Vehicle Light Set-Up
SO/ Sheriff’s leased vehicle				$5,065.00

25-26			Can-Am UTV/Maverick Trails DSP 1000
Travel/Trails Crew					$18,999.00

26-26			Recovery Recycling and recharge machine
Road							$6,695.00



Dispositions:     #2020 I Pad Holder, #2021 I Pad Display holder, #2746 Desk from Travel, #3339 old desk from travel, #3424 old desk from travel, #3338 small shelf and cabinet, #3631 3 shelf bookcase, #4968 metal 4 drawer filing cabinet.

(2)
APPROVAL OF JULY 7, 2026 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES.


(3)
APPROVAL OF EMERY COUNTY FAIR VOLUNTEER LIST.   


(4)
APPROVAL TO APPOINT SETH MANNING, WHITNEY PHELPS AND JOE BEGAY TO THE EMERY COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION BOARD.

(5)
APPROVAL TO APPOINT TANYA BIGELOW AS THE GREEN RIVER REPRESENTATIVE ON THE EMERY COUNTY TRAVEL BOARD.


(6)
APPROVAL TO HIRE KIM JACKSON AS A ¾ TIME DEPUTY TREASURER WITH PRO RATED ACCRUAL OF VACATION, SICK, HOLIDAY AND RETIREMENT, WORKING 29 HOURS PER WEEK, GRADE 13 


(7)
APPROVAL OF LETTER IN RESPONSE TO THE MUDDY CREEK WILD HORSE GATHER.


DISCUSSION AGENDA

(1)
ITEMS PULLED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(2)
SAFETY MINUTE- JEFF GUYMON, DIRECTOR OF NETWORK ENGINEERING/COMMUNICATIONS/AIRPORT

Mr. Guymon presented information regarding cyber security and safety using the internet.




(3)
AWARDING OF SAFETY VISA GIFT CARDS-614 DAYS WITHOUT A LOSS TIME INCIDENT.

Safety Sensitive employees:  Laura Hurst and Justin Truman
Full time employee:  Kaylee Van Wagoner
Part time employee:  Peggy Farnsworth

(4)
NOTIFICATION OF AWARD-EMERY COUNTY CLERK/AUDITOR & STAFF FOR ACCURACY, RELIABILITY AND AUDITABILITY OF ELECTION ADMINISTRATION.

Commissioner Worwood read a letter from the Lieutenant Governor's Office .  the Utah Office of the Lieutenant Governor created the Excellence in Elections Awards to recognize the har work and dedication of your offices.  Many counties submitted excellent programs for consideration, and it was heartening to read about the various ways clerk offices are demonstrating exceptional performance.  The decisions were not easy, but we are excited to announce the winners of the 2026 Lieutenant Governor’s Excellence in Elections Awards to: Emery County for Accuracy: best practices for improving the accuracy, reliability, and auditability of Election Administration.  Four other counties received awards also; in Communications and Outreach/Accessibility-Sanpete County, in Security and Planning-Weber County, in other innovations Cache County and Washington County.  On August 28, 2026, the Office of the Lieutenant Governor will host an Excellence in Elections Awards Banquet to celebrate our good work. Every Clerk office will be invited to participate. 
Commissioner Worwood commended Clerk/Auditor Brenda Tuttle and her staff for their hard work and dedication to the election system.. 


(5)
RATIFICATION OF APPROVAL OF AGREEMENT WITH GREEN RIVER CONSERVATION DISTRICT FOR WEED CONTROL.

Weed/Mosquito Supervisor Cory Worwood explained that the Green River Conservation District will provide financial support ($5,000) for a weed control project within the Green River Watershed along rights-of-way and easements. The Emery County Weed Department intends to manage and mitigate  invasive species within these designated areas.  The funds are to be applied specifically toward the weed control project.  The Emery County Weed Department agrees to utilize the funds for the completion of said project and to leverage the resulting data to pursue additional funding for long-term watershed health.  The timing of the signing of the agreement was prior to this meeting.  Cory Worwood requested approval.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to ratify the signing of an agreement with Green River Conservation District for weed control.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none


(6)
OPEN BIDS FOR THE LANDFILL SCRAP METAL PILE.

There was one bid from Western Metals Recycling for $125.00 per net ton.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to accept the bid.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leoanrd.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(7)
PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION-ASHLEY PRUITT, REGARDING CONCERNS RELATED TO DATA CENTERS IN OUR COUNTY AND AFFECTS ON THE ECO SYSTEM.

Ashley Pruitt presented information related to a potential Data Center and the effects on the eco system.  So also expressed concerns related to affects to the county with regards to Valar Atomics and solar projects.  No discussion, informational presentation only.

(8)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY MONETARY REQUEST TO USU EXTENSION HEART INITIATIVE-A LIGHT TO REMEMBER EVENT.

Ashley Yager and Alice  came before the Board of Commissioners to request monetary donation for the USU Extension Heart Initiative A-Light to Remember Event. This will be their fifth year to hold the event. They are expecting up  to 250 participants this year.  The event remembers and celebrates the lives of those lost to drug overdose.  The event is held at the Huntington State Park. They requested $1,250 to help with the cost of food, luminaries and candles.  Everyone is invited to attend.  AnnDee Mead suggested adding the event to the Emery County Events calendar.  They were asked to attend the Travel Bureau meeting and make a request.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve the request for $1,250.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Keven Jensen.  The motion  passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none  






(9)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY PRESENTATION AND MONETARY DONATION TO THE ANNUAL CASTLE COUNTRY FULLER CENTER FOR HOUSING GOLF TOURNAMENT. 

Bruce Bean, Castle Country Fuller Center for Housing requested a monetary donation for their annual 4 man scramble Golf Tournament fundraiser event.  The Fuller Center for Housing helps individuals with much needed repairs to the homes of those who can not afford to have the repairs done.  The golf fundraiser will raise funds to pay for much needed materials and tools. They are currently looking at projects in Green River and Huntington.  Sponsorship would be $150.00  per hole. Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to sponsor 2 holes at $300.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Keven Jensen.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Keven Kensen
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none    

(10)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY AMENDING THE SEPTEMBER 16, 2025 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES TO CORRECT AN ERROR IN THE MINUTES’ LANGUAGE REGARDING THE CLAWSON 1 SOLAR PROJECT.

Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve amending the September 16, 2025 Commissioner Meeting minutes to correct an error in the minutes language regarding the Clawson 1 Solar Project as a Level 3 Project.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Keven Jensen.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(11)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ONX PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY AND ONXMAPS, INC.

Travel Bureau Director AnnDee Mead requested approval for a Partnership Agreement between Emery County and OnXmaps, Inc. Earlier this year they requested funds to hire two seasonal workers to work on a signage project on the Arapeen Trail.  OnXmaps will provide $5,000.00 that will be used to fund equipment and signs for the project. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve a Partnership Agreement between Emery County and OnXMaps, Inc.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none     

(12)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ALLOCATING THE FIRST $250,000 OF STATE PILT MONIES TO EMERY COUNTY EMERGENCY MEDICAL SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT (EEMSSD) FOR THE NEXT FIVE YEARS.

Commissioner Jensen discussed the Emergency Medical Special Service District. Representatives from the EEMSSD came before the Board of Commissioners on June 16, 2026 to request $262,000 of State PILT monies be allocated to EEMSSD to offer an additional $2.00 per hour to on-call time for EMT’s. EEMSSD has indicated they are confident raising on-call wages will increase the amount of EMT’s willing to volunteer for on-call time.  Commissioner Jensen indicated he thinks $250,000 will be sufficient to do what they are looking at doing.  Other districts receive State PILT monies also.  Commissioner Worwood  questioned which district they would be taking money from?  Could they use solar money for this purpose?  Commissioner Worwood commented that he is not comfortable obligating funds we do not have yet. Commissioner Jensen made a motion to allocate the first $250,000 to EEMSSD for the next five years knowing that we will have to create a resolution to disperse the remaining money.  The motion died for lack of a second. Commissioner Leonard wanted to make sure the other districts are whole and receive what they need to be whole. Commissioner Worwood expressed his desire to help the EEMSSD to retain and recruit EMT’s his concern is what the other districts are going to do if they are counting on that money. Also, If we commit to five years and find out it does not increase the on-call time and recruitment.  Commissioner Leonard expressed concern for the Fire District.  He agreed the EMT’s need the increase in on-call time for retention.  He wants options in the budgeting.  Commissioner Worwood indicated that we have $70,000 of solar money already allocated for EEMSSD.  Could we keep the $70,000 and find additional funds.  We have solar money now. Commissioner Leonard asked if there was a way we could do $200,000 so they could get started.  He again expressed concern for the Fire District.  He would like to save money for them.   He could do the $200,000 until we get the PILT money in and see how much we have to work with and keep the $70,000 that is already budgeted for EEMSSD for this year..  Commissioner Worwood commented that we have a better idea of what solar money we get than what we get from PILT.  Commissioner Jensen wanted to use PILT because it is district specific.  Commissioner Leonard motioned to allocate the first $200,000 of State PILT for the next five years to the EEMSSD  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jensen.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none   






(13)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY LETTER ALLOCATING $50,000 OF WATER INFRASTRUCTURE/FLOOD CONTROL FUNDING TO CVSSD FOR REHABILITATION OF THE EMERY TOWN WELL.

The Muddy Creek is at 6% of normal flow.  They have drinking water.  They are worried that if we have a cold winter that with the limited steam flow it will not reach town and it will freeze solid.  They are trying to rehabilitate the town well.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve transferring $50,000 of Infrastructure/Flood Control Funding to CVSSD for rehabilitation of the Emery Town Well.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed. 
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none


(14)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY CHANGE ORDER #1 TO CONTRACT BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY AND LOS AVILES FOR CONCRETE WORK AT THE CASTLE DALE BRANCH LIBRARY.

Change Order #1 to Contract for the concrete work at the Castle Dale Branch Library is to install hand rails.  The cost is $1,550.00.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve Change Order #1 to Contract between Emery County and Los Aviles for concrete work at the Castle Dale Branch Library.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(15)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY CONTRACT ACCEPTANCE OF FY2027 COMMUNITY LIBRARY ENHANCEMENT FUNDS (CLEF) AWARD.

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to accept FY2027 Community Library Enhancement Funds (CLEF) Award in the amount of $7,044.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(16)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY EMERY COUNTY COMMISSION PASSING A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE SOLAR ORDINANCE TO STOP ALL FUTURE LARGE-SCALE UTILITY SOLAR PLANTS THAT HAVE NOT YET BEEN PERMITTED IN EMERY COUNTY.

Commissioner Keven Jensen again asked for discussion and approval of a resolution to stop all future large scale utility solar projects that have not yet been permitted in Emery County.  Commissioner Worwood expressed his concern that as a county we have lost a lot of our industrial tax base which shifts the tax burden over to the homeowner.  He doesn't want to close the door on the potential funding source that solar projects bring to the county. He agreed that we do need to have guidelines in place that will protect the County.  He has been in conversations with the School District for possibly sending the money the county receives through the CRA for the solar projects to the School District to pay off the bond.  So far the School District has not met that proposal favorably. With regards to the PacifIcorp, and Drunkards Wash projects Commissioner Leonard commented that he believes all projects have some hiccups.  We just need to work them out.  Commissioner Jensen made a motion to approve a resolution to stop all future large scale utility solar plants that have not yet been permitted in Emery County.  The motion died for lack of a second.  Commissioner Worwood commented that he thinks we would be making a serious mistake if we slam the door on solar projects.  Commissioner Leonard had concerns that he had not seen a resolution to review. He has concerns regarding litigation for the County.  We need to take a step back and put some guidelines in place.  He expressed a desire to have a strict ordinance regarding solar projects.  Commissioner Worwood stepped down to make a motion to table.  The motion died for lack of a second. 

(17)
ELECTED OFFICIAL REPORTS

Sheriff Tyson Huntington reported that they will have their annual Lamb Fry/ SAR Fundraiser on July 30 & 31 during the Emery County Fair.
Commissioner Leonard reminded everyone of the upcoming Emery County Fair on July 30, and 31, 2026. 

(18)
ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Keven Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Leonard, and the motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none



ATTEST: ________________________ COMMISSIONER :_________________________



