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Minutes of theUnapproved
Unapproved 

	BOUNTIFUL CITY COUNCIL
	June 23, 2026 – 6:00 p.m.

	Official notice of the City Council Meeting was given by posting an Agenda at City Hall and on the Bountiful City Website and the Utah Public Notice Website and by providing copies to the following newspapers of general circulation: The City Journal and Standard Examiner.

Work Session – 6:00 p.m.  
City Council Chambers

Present:        Mayor	Kate Bradshaw 
	Councilmembers	Mille Segura Bahr, Dan Bell, Beth Child, Richard Higginson, Matt Murri
	City Manager	Gary Hill 
	City Attorney	Brad Jeppsen
	Planning Director	Francisco Astorga
	Asst. City Manager	Tyson Beck
	Finance Director	David Burgoyne
	Streets Director	Charles Benson
	Asst. City Engineer	Todd Christensen
	Victim Advocate	Julianne Peterson
	Recording Secretary	Maranda Hilton
Excused:	City Engineer	Lloyd Cheney

	Mayor Bradshaw called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm and welcomed those in attendance. 

VICTIM’S ADVOCATE SERVICES PRESENTATION – MS. JULIANNE PETERSON
	Ms. Julianne Peterson gave a presentation about the services she provides in her role as the Victim Advocate; helping victims of crimes understand their rights, navigate the court system, and obtain protective orders, and connecting them with community resources, like housing. She explained that her part-time position is funded through a VOCA grant.
	Mayor Bradshaw asked if county or state funds are used to help connect victims with housing services. Ms. Peterson said it is through the VOCA grant, which is a federal grant administered by the state.
	Councilmember Higginson thanked Ms. Peterson for using her expertise to bless people who need her services.
	Mr. Brad Jeppsen thanked Ms. Peterson and Mr. David Burgoyne for their efforts in ensuring that this position is funded each year, allowing people continued access to the help they need.

PROPOSED AMMENDMENTS TO THE CITY CODE SECTION 1-4 – MR. BRADLEY JEPPSEN
Mr. Jeppsen presented the changes staff are proposing for Sections 1–4 of the Land Use Code, explaining that they primarily focus on the sections regarding Hearing Officers and Administrative Law. He noted that updates were necessary due to changes in the administrative rules. He also explained the formatting changes he made to create greater consistency throughout these sections.
He explained that section 1-1-102(3) now specifies that throughout the code “words importing one gender include all genders.” This will help reduce unique defenses; people believing the code does not apply to them because the wording does not specify their gender. 
Section 2-1-104 clarifies that candidate filing fees of $25 also apply to applicants wishing to fill a vacant seat.
 Section 2-3-105(6) aligns the City Manager’s contract approval authority with the procurement section of the code, increasing it from $10,000 to $20,000. 
Section 2-3-110 clarifies that the noticing of the disposal of real property should align with current state law; noticing in a newspaper is no longer required. 
Section 2-5 changed the City’s procurement code to align with state code, which offers an exception to the normal RFP process when bidding for “professional services” as defined in the code. Mayor Bradshaw said she felt that the text should better emphasize that the cost of services would still be a deciding factor, helping residents understand that the City is mindful of the use of tax dollars. Mr. Jeppsen said he was happy to clarify that in the text. Councilmember Child asked if IT services should be added to the list of defined professional services that would garner an exception. Mr. Jeppsen said he was happy to add that after some discussion with the Council. 
Section 4 was changed to state that Bountiful will comply with state laws and officially adopt the National Electrical Safety Code and the International Property Maintenance Code, and that the more restrictive of the two codes would take precedent if/where they diverge. This will eliminate obsolete code references and ensure consistency with current state law and industry standards.
Section 4-5-101 regarding building permit valuation has been updated to reflect current industry standards and practices for how the City calculates permit valuations.
Section 2-8 was given a substantial revision to create a more comprehensive and uniform framework for how appeals to the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) should take place and to clarify the procedures and protections available, and to reduce uncertainty. It also changes the ALJ term from two years to five years.
Section 2-4 addresses employee disciplinary appeals and was rewritten to provide a comprehensive framework for the appeal process while ensuring compliance with current state law. The major proposed changes would place the burden of proof on the employee rather than the City and remove the hearing officer’s ability to “reduce the discipline.” The section was also revised to clarify that the City Attorney would select the hearing officer. Staff believes these changes will make the employee’s disciplinary appeal process fairer and more unbiased.
Mayor Bradshaw asked if section 2-4-102(d) should be changed from “The City Manager may adopt administrative rules governing appeals under this Chapter, including rules governing scheduling, pre-hearing procedures, exhibits, witness disclosure, continuances, hearing procedures, and the form of decisions.” To “The City Manager shall adopt…”. She said she worries that the current wording may take away consistency and not be fair to all employees. Mr. Jeppsen said he kept the wording broad to help accommodate the wide ranges of potential appeals, but he said they could use more precise language if the Council prefers that. 
Mr. Gary Hill said this flexibility is intended to better accommodate employees and expressed his concern that being too prescriptive in the code would make the process more difficult for employees who are going through it.
Councilmember Bahr suggested changing it to “shall adopt administrative rules withing 30 days of disciplinary action becoming filed…” Mr. Hill explained that the employee manual contains a comprehensive appeals process but that there needs to be a better process created for appeals that are out of the ordinary. Mr. Jeppesen suggested that the Hearing Officer could adopt the rules instead of the City Manager, keeping it more unbiased. The Mayor and Council liked that suggestion and asked Mr. Jeppsen to make that change.
Councilmember Bell asked Mr. Jeppesen if he would look into simplifying the compensation rates for the various City commissions and boards. He said he would look into it and prepare that discussion for another date.

The work session ended at 7:05 pm.


Regular Meeting – 7:00 p.m.  
City Council Chambers

Present:        Mayor	Kate Bradshaw 
	Councilmembers	Mille Segura Bahr, Dan Bell, Beth Child, Richard Higginson, Matt Murri
	City Manager	Gary Hill 
	City Attorney	Brad Jeppsen
	Planning Director	Francisco Astorga
	Asst. City Manager	Tyson Beck
	Asst. City Engineer	Todd Christensen
	Parks Director	Brock Hill
	Finance Director	David Burgoyne
	Power Director	Allen Johnson
	Streets Director	Charles Benson
	SDMF Chief	Jeff Larsen
	Recording Secretary	Maranda Hilton
Excused:	City Engineer	Lloyd Cheney

WELCOME, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND THOUGHT/PRAYER
Mayor Bradshaw called the meeting to order at 7:12 pm and welcomed those in attendance.             Mr. Gary Davis led the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilmember Bahr offered a prayer.

PUBLIC COMMENT
The time for public comment was opened at 7:15 pm.
Mr. Gary Davis (resident) announced that “Amateur Radio Field Day” would we happening this weekend and explained that every year since it began in the 1930’s, the ARRL holds this event to test the field preparedness and the emergency communication capabilities of the amateur radio community. Participants in over 4,000 registered clubs and individuals in North America try to contact as may other stations as possible in a 24-hour period. 
Mr. Gary Johnson (resident) explained that he serves on the communication arm of the Bountiful Emergency Preparedness Council and his job is to keep the radios in working order. He said that Bountiful is organized into 12 districts that can communicate with the City. He presented Mayor Bradshaw, who is an amateur radio operator, with her own radio. She thanked him for the gift and requested a tutorial on how to use it at a later date.
The time for public comment was closed at 7:20 pm.
     

COUNCIL REPORTS
Councilmember Child reported that Mr. Lynn Jacobs and Mr. Sean Monson both retired from the Planning Commission and thanked them for their phenomenal service to the City, especially their work during the General Plan update process. She also reported on the many activities taking place almost every night this week; Family Art Night at the BDAC tomorrow at 6 pm, the Farmer’s Market opening night Thursday at Town Square, the Bountiful’s Got Talent concert at Bountiful Park on Friday at 7 pm, and the HAM radio event on Saturday. She added that the Jeep Posse will host a blood drive next week, and that there are many Amercia250 events happening as well. She thanked everyone who is helping to put on all these amazing events in the community.   
Councilmember Murri announced that free sprays are available from the Mosquito Abatement District and reported that members from the Sewer District will be coming to educate them about water treatment technology. 
Councilmember Higginson reported that the Power Commission meeting was held that morning and said that there was some good news regarding resource planning. He also reported that progress is being made on the effort to replace cross arms and insulators on the Echo line.
Councilmember Bahr shared a personal story about her son being able to participate in a youth program at Bountiful Ridge Golf Course and then bike around the city with his friends to various locations to buy food and treats. She expressed her gratitude for living in this community where it is safe for her children to do those things and that the city is built in a way that allows people to be active and to have easy access to goods and services. She reported that the Traffic Safety Committee will be addressing some of the safety concerns about Main Street at their next meeting, that they are working hard to make sure Bountiful is a safe place for everyone.
Councilmember Bell announced that the Traffic Safety Committee is scheduled to meet again in the first week of July.
Mayor Bradshaw announced that the consultants and neighboring cities working on the South Davis Greenway Project will be hosting an open house on Friday at Bountiful Park from 6-9 pm and added that the outdoor concert will start at 7 pm as usual. She announced that the next Red, White & Move event will be a bike ride on the Mahogany Trail in North Canyon on June 25th, and the following event will be a hike on July 11th. More Amercia250 events include a seniors event on June 30th at Bountiful Park that includes tai chi, yoga, a concert, and prizes; a kids’ bike parade on July 2nd; the First Friday Stroll on July 3rd and the farmer’s market. The culminating event will be a July 4th Phiharmonia concert and other events at Bountiful park, including free hot dog and chips for the first 1,000 people, a kids’ art yard, and a service project for the Bountiful Food Pantry. The City is also encouraging neighborhoods to gather for potlucks on July 5th, and there will be a multi-neighborhood potluck at North Canyon Park that everyone is welcome to attend. Lastly, she asked people to please be responsible about how they celebrate the holiday due to the high fire risk.

CONSIDER APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES GREATER THAN $1,000 PAID JUNE 3RD AND 10TH, 2026 
Councilmember Higginson made a motion to approve the expenditures as presented and Councilmember Child seconded the motion. The motion passed with Councilmembers Bahr, Bell, Child, Higginson, and Murri voting “aye.”

CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE SOUTH DAVIS METRO FIRE AREA PROPOSED TAX INCREASE:
	Mr. Tyson Beck explained that the South Davis Metro Fire Service Area is proposing a tax increase of 16.21%, which would be an additional $1.3M in revenue. The purposes for the tax increase are to raise employee salaries and increase benefits in order to remain competitive at retaining and attracting employees, as well as the addition of a deputy fire chief position, and to help offset the increasing costs of operations. State law requires that Bountiful, a member-city in the fire service area, holds a public comment period about the proposed tax increase and takes those public comments back to the SDMF.
	
A. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
	The public comment period was opened at 7:40 pm.
	Mr. Gary Davis said that after attending many of the budget meetings for the fire district, he supports the proposed tax increase because he believes it is necessary. He thanked the Fire Chief and staff for their work and encouraged residents to avoid creating additional work for them.
	Mr. Ron Mortensen (cofounder of Citizens for Tax Fairness) said that his organization, which advocates for collecting the minimum tax revenue necessary to fund core government functions, has not taken an official position on the proposed tax increase at this time. He stated that they plan to meet with the Fire Chief prior to the Truth in Taxation hearing to learn more about the proposal. Mr. Mortensen noted that his fire service taxes increased from $1.18 in 2006 to $115.70 in 2025, which he stated equates to an annual increase of approximately 15%. He also expressed his organization’s concerns regarding the governance structure of the fire district, specifically that there are no independently elected individuals serving on the board.
		The public comment period was closed at 7:44 pm.

	Mayor Bradshaw had the Council give their comments about the proposed tax increase. After some discussion, the Council offered unanimous support for the increase and the addition of the new deputy chief position at the fire district.
	Mayor Bradshaw asked if agenda item #14 could be moved up in order to use Chief Larsen’s time more efficiently. The Council agreed to that. 

CONSIDER APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 2026-12, A COOPERATIVE WILDFIRE SYSTEM AGREEMENT WITH THE UTAH DIVISION OF FORESTRY, FIRE AND STATE LANDS – MR. BRADLEY JEPPSEN
Mr. Jeppsen asked Chief Larsen to present the information on this item.
Chief Larsen explained that for the last 10 years, the SDMF has participated in a program that essentially requires fire districts to keep track of volunteer fire mitigation hours and then provides resources (hand crews, engine crews, and air assets) from both state and federal partners, in the event we have a fire in our urban interface. He stated that all volunteer hours are logged in good faith and that, so far this year, the district has received $25,000 for an incident in February, with an additional $66,000 remaining available. He explained that in previous years, the district was able to sign the agreement and have it apply to all member cities; however, due to changes in legislation, the state now requires each member city to sign its own agreement.
The Council thanked him for his work on this.
Councilmember Bahr made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2026-12 and Councilmember Murri seconded the motion. The motion passed with Councilmembers Bahr, Bell, Child, Higginson, and Murri voting “aye.”


CONSIDER APPROVAL OF:
B. SUBDIVISION PLAT APPROVAL FOR THE NORTH CANYON TOWNS PUD SUBDIVISION AT 460 WEST 2600 SOUTH
C. ARCHITECTURAL AND SITE PLAN APPROVAL FOR NORTH CANYON TOWNS AT 460 WEST 2600 SOUTH – MR. FRANCISCO ASTORGA
Mr. Francisco Astorga explained that the Council previously approved this site plan in November 2025, but after some issues were brought up concerning the secondary access location, staff realized the secondary access was no longer necessary according to the international fire code and have proposed removing it from the site plan. He added that, because the plat was never recorded by the applicant and the removal of the secondary access allowed space for one additional unit, the item is back before the Council for approval with those two changes. The Planning Commission approved the architectural and site plan with a vote of 6–0.
Councilmember Higginson made a motion to approve the subdivision plat approval for the North Canyon Towns PUD subdivision and Councilmember Bahr seconded the motion. The motion passed with Councilmembers Bahr, Bell, Child, Higginson, and Murri voting “aye.”
Councilmember Higginson made a motion to approve the architectural and site plan approval for North Canyon Towns, and Councilmember Bell\seconded the motion. The motion passed with Councilmembers Bahr, Bell, Child, Higginson, and Murri voting “aye.”

PRESENTATION OF THE INTERNAL RISK ASSESSMENT FOR FY2026 – MR. DAVID BURGOYNE
	Mr. David Burgoyne presented the internal risk assessment, explaining that it is an annual requirement from the state auditor’s office that assesses the internal controls of a city or municipality and gives them a score based on a checklist. Bountiful’s score for 2026 gives us a grade of “low risk.” He explained that staff has been drafting an ethics policy for employees and Councilmembers in order to fulfill an additional item on the checklist and they will conduct employee ethics training at the annual employee training event in October. This training will help employees understand their expectations and challenges, and act to with integrity in real world situations.
	Mayor Bradshaw asked if the Council could also receive the training. Mr. Burgoyne said he was happy to provide the training to the Council and Mayor if they wanted to receive it. They all said they would like that.

CONSIDER APPROVAL OF A FIREFIGHTER PARK TENNIS COURT RESURFACING CONTRACT WITH PARKIN TENNIS COURTS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $29,000 – MR. BROCK HILL
Mr. Brock Hill explained that the tennis courts at Fireman’s Park were installed in 2004 and require major repairs to the surface and nets to remain operational.
Councilmember Bell asked how soon the work could be completed. Mr. Brock Hill said he hopes they will begin within two weeks, so they should be completed very soon.
Councilmember Murri made a motion to approve the contract with parkin Tennis Courts and Councilmember Bahr seconded the motion. The motion passed with Councilmembers Bahr, Bell, Child, Higginson, and Murri voting “aye.”

CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE PURCHASE OF 80 CLUB CARR GOLF CARTS AND FOUR CLUB CAR CARRYALL UTILITY CARTS FROM INTERMOUNTAIN GOLF CARS, INC., IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $456,400 – MR. BROCK HILL
	Mr. Brock Hill explained that the golf course began leasing a fleet of 81 carts nine years ago, exchanging a few carts every year for new owes. But with the help of Mr. Burgoyne, this year they were able to purchase the fleet outright, receiving 80 new carts and a utility cart for maintenance staff. This arrangement will save the City around $53,000 over the life of the carts. The carts will be 2026 models because the purchase is so late in the season, but that also means pricing was better. Mr. Brock Hill explained that staff received 3 bids and recommend purchasing from Intermountain Golf Cars. 
Councilmember Bell asked if the new carts would have electronic range finders in them. Mr. Brock Hill said they did not opt for range finders in the carts because most golfers bring their own and it added $90,000 to the purchase price.
Mayor Bradshaw thanked Mr. Brock Hill and Mr. Burgoyne for working together to save money. 
Councilmember Bell made a motion to approve the purchase from Intermountain Golf Cars and Councilmember Higginson seconded the motion. The motion passed with Councilmembers Bahr, Bell, Child, Higginson, and Murri voting “aye.”

CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE PURCHASE OF A CE/PROLEC TRANSFORMER FROM WESCO/ANIXTER COMPANY IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $37,701 MR. ALLEN JOHNSON
Mr. Allen Johnson explained that the Power Department tries to always have two of these transformers in inventory, so that they always have a spare, and they are currently down to only one in inventory. The delivery time is only 15 weeks, which is better than it has been. Staff received bids from two suppliers and recommend accepting the low bid from CE/Prolec. 
Councilmember Bahr made a motion to approve the purchase of a transformer from Wesco/Anixter and Councilmember Higginson seconded the motion. The motion passed with Councilmembers Bahr, Bell, Child, Higginson, and Murri voting “aye.”

CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE PURCHASE OF 26 POWER POLES FROM STELLA-JONES IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $52,117 – MR. ALLEN JOHNSON
	Mr. Johnson explained that these poles are single-source and are necessary for the safety of our linemen who must climb the poles in backyards that cannot be accessed by our trucks. He added that the Power Department would like to stock up their inventory to be prepared for the fall winds.
Councilmember Child made a motion to approve the purchase of the power poles from Stella-Jones and Councilmember Bell seconded the motion. The motion passed with Councilmembers Bahr, Bell, Child, Higginson, and Murri voting “aye.”

CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE PURCHASE OF A FLOW METER FROM ACCUSONIC IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $363,821 – MR. ALLEN JOHNSON
Mr. Johnson explained that this flow meter (and the following agenda item for a control system replacement) is for the Echo hydro plant which will be receiving some needed updates. The flow meter monitors the flow and hydroelectric output of the plant. The plan is to install it sometime after October 15th when the water has been shut off.
Councilmember Higginson made a motion to approve the purchase from Accusonic and Councilmember Bahr seconded the motion. The motion passed with Councilmembers Bahr, Bell, Child, Higginson, and Murri voting “aye.”

CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSAL FROM ECI FOR THE ECHO HYDROELECTRIC CONTROL SYSTEM REPLACEMENT IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $2,515,940 – MR. ALLEN JOHNSON
Councilmember Higginson made a motion to approve the purchase from ECI and Councilmember Bahr seconded the motion. The motion passed with Councilmembers Bahr, Bell, Child, Higginson, and Murri voting “aye.”

ADJOURN
Councilmember Higginson made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Councilmember Murri seconded the motion. The motion passed with Councilmembers Bahr, Bell, Child, Higginson, and Murri voting “aye.”

The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 pm. 

	


____________________________
					Mayor Kate Bradshaw
 


_________________________
             City Recorder 
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