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To: MMAD Trustees 
Manager’s Report
April-May 2026 for MMAD Board August 3rd 2026
Citizen Calls, Interactions, and outreach:
We heard from someone with The Nature Conservancy saying that there were a few biting mosquitoes in southeastern Moab. He reported that they weren’t too bad but wanted to let us know anyway. The mosquitoes were trapped and identified which caused us to believe they came from irrigated fields not far from the location of the mosquito annoyance.
Updates:
Although we didn’t have an enormous amount going on in the field since the last meeting the crew managed to stay busy and as the wetland dried up nearly completely we shifted our focus to town where there have been the typical issues with Culex in drains and rain barrels. There haven’t been any Aedes aegypti as of the time of this report thankfully. The manager of the Grand River Mosquito Control District (in Grand Junction CO) reported around the week of July 15th that there haven’t been any aegypti detected in their traps all season either. It’s promising news considering that hundreds were already detected in Grand Junction by this time last year. We were all expecting to have a bad year for Aedes aegypti with the mild winter we had and presuming all the eggs survived.

After interviewing 8 candidates both online and in person I made a job offer to someone who said they were already moving to Moab and had just graduated with a major in biology. The candidate also had a lot of other attributes and experience that made them seem like the right choice. Seemingly the only downside was that they couldn’t start until after the 4th of July holiday, but it seemed worth the wait. Unfortunately I was wrong about that and the candidate’s start date came and went. As of this report I have not been able to make contact with them. I did a small amount of OSINT which led me to believe the person didn’t end up moving to Moab. I’m extremely disappointed and decided we’re already to the point in the season that it’s not worth hiring someone. Under the extreme drought conditions being down a person just hasn’t caused major issues at all so far. I do plan to start hiring a lot sooner next year hopefully we will have a more suitable work vehicle for them to use.

Unfortunately the no-show candidate wasn’t the only surprising bad news that hit in early July. I’m not sure how much this will affect our district yet but I received unexpected news that Central Life Sciences (the company that bought LEAT ,the maker of our drone) suddenly and unexpectedly dissolved the company entirely after owning them for barely over a year. They ended up laying off nearly the entire staff and retaining only a few people into late July. It’s extremely upsetting because a rep had assured me in May of 2026 that parts availability for our drone would be available for at least 3 more years into 2029 and probably longer but now that is no longer the case and I’m hoping a new company or solution will present itself before we are in need of any hard-to-find parts or software support. It was a surprising move, that blew up the company that pioneered the mosquito control drone industry but I don’t expect to influence any of the Utah district manager’s decisions to buy their other products in the future unless another company develops longer lasting more uniform residual IGR granular larval products.
Morgi did a great job taking care of the annual audit stuff this year. There were a few findings but overall we seem to mostly be doing better each year despite new laws and procedural changes that keep us on our toes. Now that we finished that audit the insurance audit is beginning! However, unless something impacts our rates I probably won’t cover it extensively at any upcoming meetings.

We received our first two FOIA record requests under GRAMA in July but it was just a data acquisition company sending out boiler plate requests about the district’s usage of vendors and products that we haven’t ever used so we haven’t uncovered any responsive records to provide the data brokers form the requests.
 
Steve Sheaffer
District Manager
Moab Mosquito Abatement District
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