
UTAH’S WATERSHED RESTORATION 
INITIATIVE UPDATE FY 25-26



HABITAT PROJECTS COMPLETED



WHAT MAKES WRI SUCCESSFUL?
• State-led Partnership

• Bottom-Up Approach
• Regional Ranking
• Cross Boundary Partnership
• State Contracting
• 20 Years of Experience
• Skilled Practitioners
• Led by Biologists
• WRI/DWR Administration
• Matching Funding
• DWR monitoring



MECHANICAL THINNING JUNIPERS

2004 2007

Before Thinning 3 Years After Thinning



MECHANICAL THINNING JUNIPER

20202010

6 Years After Thinning- Native Shrubs Growing Back 16 Years After Thinning-Ideal Mule Deer Habitat Restored



THINNING CONIFER TREES 
TO RESTORE ASPEN AND UNDERSTORY

BEFORE

AFTER



HAND PILE AND BURN CONIFER



PRESCRIBED FIRE



PRESCRIBED FIRE 
BEFORE AND AFTER

20162011



INVASIVE WEED REMOVAL



CHEATGRASS - HERBICIDE
BEFORE AFTER



SEEDLING PLANTING
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LEGISLTAIVE UPDATE AND FUNDING FY 27
$5.9 million appropriation from Utah Legislature

This funding matched to total of $36 million for FY 27

UDWR contributed $3.4 million from hunting and 
fishing license sales

Hunting Expo Tags and Sportsmen Groups Contributed  
$6.5 million

BLM, USFS, other federal agencies contributed

New Partner- Utah Forest Restoration Institute:
Given $2.5 million by Legislature and they gave WRI 
$1.75 million to implement projects.



CENTRAL REGION FUNDED PROJECTS FY 27
Funded Projects

CentralUtah Lake Shoreline Restoration (FY2027)7894

CentralSoldier Creek Watershed Restoration Project FY 277690

CentralWasatch Front Watershed Restoration FY277772

CentralSpring City Watershed Restoration FY 27-297863

CentralCentral Region Riparian Restoration FY277861

CentralLower American Fork Watershed Restoration FY277751

CentralDugway Proving Ground Range Restoration FY277929

CentralLake Hill (Manti-La Sal NF) Angler Access and Habitat Improvement Phase II7957

CentralCanyon View Park Pond Habitat and Access Improvements Phase I7759

CentralCRO USFS/DWR Partner Habitat Biologist FY277936
CentralNorth Sheeprocks Watershed Restoration FY277763

CentralTwelve Mile Mule Deer and Watershed Restoration Project FY277777

CentralStrawberry Ridge Watershed Restoration Project FY277805

CentralOak Creek Watershed Restoration7347

CentralGoshen Valley Bullhog7915

CentralGateway South Big Game Mitigation FY277862

CentralLower Provo River Watershed Restoration Project FY277730
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YOU


