July 9, 2026
Utah Division of Forestry, Fire & State Lands

Jordan River Watershed Council Meeting

1. Utah Lake and Great Salt Lake CMP Updates

2. Wildland fire response and hazardous fuels mitigation
3. Quick summary of legislative changes impacting
sovereign lands

Emma Whitaker, Lands Operations Manager, FFSL



About FFSL

Focused on Utah’s Resources
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FORESTY FIRE STATE LANDS




About the CMPs

What they do

4 Manage sovereign lands under the
principles of the public trust doctrine

v Management strategies that balance
various interests

v’ Ensure that resources are managed
under multiple-use, sustained-yield
principles

v Clarify allowable uses on sovereign
lands



About the CMPs

What they don’t do

X

X
X

Duplicate the work of other
agencies

Upstream water management

Water conservation or supply
management decisions

Reservoir storage operations

Surface or groundwater inflow
management decisions



A LOT of
Collaboration



A Modern Update — Online Tool

* Visualizes current
vulnerabilities based on
lake level and salinity

* Links lake-level conditions
with corresponding
management strategies

* Considers and includes

strategies for the “what
if?”

* Designed for ongoing
updates as conditions and
knowledge evolve
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Utah Lake Management Classifications



.
GSL Management Classifications






Land Use Surveys

Great Salt Lake Land Utah Lake Land
Use Survey Use Survey



GSL Elevation Matrix

* Not meant to be viewed as a scorecard

* Intended to highlight vulnerabilities,
largely based on current elevation and
forecasted trends in elevation

* Our goal is to guide management
decisions
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Visit Our Websites




2026 Wildland Fire Response and Fuels Reduction

®  Bonneville Fire behind the U: Significant effort was
made to keep the fire from approaching City Creek
Canyon and impacting the watershed
®  Emigration Canyon hazardous fuels mitigation work-
® Parleys Canyon WRI Fuel Mitigation Project
(Adjacent Canyon to Emigration).
®  Freeze Creek Shaded Fuel Break
®  Emigration Chipper Days: Work done by UFA,
ongoing for the last 3 to 4 years
®  North Salt Lake WRI Chipping project (mouth of
Emigration Canyon)
o

Beginning fuels mitigation work with the Cardiff Fork
neighborhood in Big Cottonwood



Legislative Updates

* 2022 revisions to Utah Code 73-3-30: allows FFSL to
lease and buy water rights for use on sovereign lands

* GSL Preservation Act — Utah Code 65A-17: hugely
Impactful to management of GSL and its mineral
resources



Thank you.

Emma Whitaker
emmawhitaker@utah.gov
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