
Outreach & Education
2026 Biannual Report



Night At The Museum: RCCEP Announcement

Date: Wednesday August 26, 2026

Time: 6-8pm

Location: Utah Tech University -
Dunford Auditorium

• Signing Ceremony*

• Presentations from a student, 
faculty and HCP staff.

• Catering by the University

• Tour of the Barnum Museum

2 7/21/2026 * MOU has already been signed by both parties



Outreach Numbers
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1806 People Attended 20 Events

Visitor Center - Tours On the Reserve Summer Reading Program Community Events

3 7/21/2026 *Approximation based on the $100.00 per hour S&S Reptiles charged libraries for Reptile Outreach & Education shows in previous years.

• The most well-attended 
community event was 
UTXplore STEM Day on April 
27, where HCP staff engaged 
with more than 650 
attendees.

• The Summer Reading 
Program was also highly 
successful and had the added 
benefit of approximately 
$700 in cost savings to the 
Washington County Library 
System*.



Visitor Center Numbers
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• Average Visitor Center 
attendance increased by 25% 
compared with the same 
reporting period in 2025.



Projects and Programs 
New and Continuing Projects & Programs



Fireworks Prohibited Signs – June & July

6 7/21/2026

• HCP Staff Installed 35 Signs 
across Red Cliffs Desert 
Reserve

• Social Media campaign of 
informational postings

• Utah Fire Sense “We 
Thought We Were Being 
Careful..” video

• The reports from July 4th 
Show that LE units issued 0 
warning or citations. 



Utah’s Every Kid Outdoor Initiative

EKO Initiative 

• Special recognition goes to Randee for introducing me to this 
valuable program.

• The Reserve has registered as both an EKO Passport Distribution 
Center and a Community Hub, allowing staff to distribute 
program passports and materials while also hosting related 
outreach events.

• The Museum has also agreed to register for the EKO initiative and 
partner with the Reserve to co-host future events.

• Participation in the program provides access to a wide range of 
high-quality, professionally designed educational resources, 
including ready-to-use social media materials that can be 
customized with the Reserve’s logo.

• All passports, educational materials, outreach resources and 
program support are provided at no cost to the Reserve.

7 7/21/2026



In progress Outreach Programs

8 7/21/2026 * Working Title

Utah Tech University Student Association Service Branch 
• At the beginning of the fall semester, I will begin coordinating with the UTSA 

Service Branch to identify potential student service projects. 
RCCEP Fellowship 
• The initial program framework has been drafted and is currently under review by 

Dr. Bryan Stevens to ensure it meets applicable academic and University 
requirements.

Cover Your Trash*
• This campaign is a Washington County adaptation of The Living Desert’s “Time to 

Talk Trash” raven-awareness program.
• The Living Desert has granted permission to adapt the program and has provided 

its methodology, educational materials and preliminary program results.



Upcoming Events

• Springdale Library – Completed 12 Attended
July 2, 2026

• Hurricane Library – Completed 184 Attended
July 7, 2026

• UTU STEM Center Animal Encounter – 
Completed 15 Attended
July 21, 2026

• New Harmony Library Summer Reading 
Program
July 23, 2026

• Night at the Museum
August 26, 2026

• Family Night at Tonaquint Nature Center
September 18, 2026

• Refall Summit at Black Desert Resort
September 26, 2026

9 7/21/2026



Other Projects

10 7/21/2026

Visitor Center

• Development of new interactive elements, 
including tortoise track demonstration.

Barnum Museum Rotating Exhibit

• The exhibit design has been completed. The next 
steps are to confirm the proposed installation 
with Greater Zion and determine whether legal 
review is needed to clarify liability, maintenance 
and other responsibilities.

Interpretive Kiosks

• Mike and I are developing nine new interpretive 
kiosks for selected trailheads throughout the 
Reserve.

California Condor Interpretive Sign 

• Identified an appropriate location and display 
method for the sign. Initial design work is 
underway 



Mojave Desert Outreach & Education Network*
Purpose 

• Coordinate, support and share outreach and education resources related to the 
Mojave Desert.

Primary Focus

• Use the desert tortoise as a focal species while promoting broader understanding 
and stewardship of the Mojave Desert ecosystem.

Goal

• Support consistent public messaging across the region regarding sensitive 
species, conservation best practices and responsible recreation, regardless of 
where visitors encounter outreach programs or public lands.

Current Members

Red Cliffs Desert Reserve

The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens

The Tortoise Group

Friends of Golden Butte

Clark County Desert Conservation Program

Andrew H. Barnum Museum of Natural History

11 7/21/2026 *Working Title



MDO&E First Projects

Group Scope and Purpose
• The group is also developing formal scope and purpose statements to clearly 

define its role, priorities, membership and approach to regional collaboration.

Outreach and Education Material Repository
• Develop a digital repository of non-trademarked outreach and education 

materials that participating organizations can freely use and adapt across the 
Mojave region.

Social Media Cross-Posting
• Support the cross-posting of regional events, educational content and 

important public information through participating organizations’ social 
media channels.

Connected to the Mojave
• A short-form video series highlighting the people, science, stewardship 

and recreation communities connected to the Mojave Desert.

12 7/21/2026



Community Science
Every Observation Counts



Current Initiatives

14 7/21/2026

Raven Signs
• Installed at 8 

locations across 
the county.

• Received 25 
reports.

Tortoise Signs
• Installed at 12 

locations across the 
county.

• Received 32 reports.



Photos From The Community

15 7/21/2026



Social Media & Website
Metrics & Current Campaigns



Post Types

• General Information
• Notices for things like Herbicidal 

treatments. Fireworks prohibited, etc..

• April: Community Science Month
• Infographics on the What, Why and 

How of Community Science and our 
current programs

• Rattle Radar
• Infographics on identifying Rattlesnake 

Species

• Education each species and general 
Rattlesnake awareness

• Spot the Burrow
• Game Style posts encouraging the 

public to attempt to find a tortoise 
burrow located within the provided 
photo

• Challenge Levels, Easy, Medium, Hard

17 7/21/2026

Metrics*
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* As of 6/30/2026



Redesigned Website Launch

18 7/21/2026

Redesign launched on April 1st  
• Unique Visitors:  41,135
• Number of Visits:  49,215

A Social Media Feed was added 
to the website in May

In June a Community Science 
Page was added

https://www.redcliffsdesertreserve.com/


Trail Stewards
Updates and Numbers



Trail Steward Reporting Streamlined
• Google Form document.

Received 189 reports, totaling 539 hours

Most Popular Trail
• Hellhole Trail

Most Common Violations: 
• Dogs off leash with 72 observed violations. 

• Off Trail Recreation with 54 observed violations.

Recruitment
• 3 new applicants 

• Looking to bolster the volunteer core with Utah Tech 
University students and recreation group members. 

Veteran Groups Involvement
• I plan to begin working with local Veteran groups to get 

the involved with the Trail Steward Program in Q3 & Q4

Retirement
• Long time Steward Larry Cazier

20 7/21/2026

Steward Updates



GYLAH
Garth Rocks 



22 7/21/2026

Location & After

Location: Near the St. George Regional Airport

Land Use: Garth Rocks is a popular local climbing area that has 

become the focus of a community-led effort to improve recreation 

access, visitor information and long-term stewardship.

Following the GYLAH cleanup, the City of St. George expressed 

interest in making the area more accessible and formally recognizing 

it as a recreation site. The city has asked the Open Space and 

Recreation Committee to provide recommendations for future 

improvements.

Proposed additions include, official parking area, informational 

kiosks highlighting climbing routes, responsible recreation practices 

and the area’s petroglyphs and cultural resources.



End
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