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Minutes
Tuesday, June 23, 2026 at 6:00 pm

AGENDA
A regularly scheduled meeting of the Duchesne City Council will be held at the Duchesne City Office Building, 500 East Main, Duchesne, UT at the above date and time. The agenda will be as follows:


1. Roll Call, Prayer, Pledge
Minutes:
Mayor Deborah Herron conducted the meeting. City Recorder, Jessica North took minutes. City Council Members present were Bryce Hamilton, Mark E. Nielsen, Marty Herrera, Jason Baker, Cody Ivie was absent. Mayor Herron offered the prayer and led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Duchesne City Employee Attendees: Stephanie Skewes
Public Attendees: Stan Bench, Linda Bench, Cameron Bleazard, Tyke Kargis, Jeanie Kargis, Katrina Spencer, Diane Dietz, Mike Gibson, Anita Gibson, Morgan Smith, Jenny Adams, Susan Hamilton, Olivia Baker, Taylee Wilson,, Cana Ivie, Janice Shipman, Dea Skewes, Mallory Montague, Todd Smith, Christy Smith.

2. Minutes
Minutes:
The City Council reviewed the minutes.
MOTION by Council Member Hamilton seconded by Council Member Herrera to approve the minutes from the Regular City Council Meeting on 6/9/2026, and the City Council Work Meeting held on 6/16/2026.
Council Member Hamilton - Aye Council Member Nielsen - Aye Council Member Herrera - Aye Council Member Ivie - Absent Council Member Baker - Aye Motion carried by unanimous vote.

3. Bills
Minutes:
The City Council reviewed the bills.
MOTION by Council Member Hamilton, seconded by Council Member Nielsen to pay the bills.
Council Member Hamilton - Aye Council Member Nielsen - Aye Council Member Herrera - Aye


Council Member Ivie - Absent Council Member Baker - Aye Motion carried by unanimous vote.

4. Charges and Credits
Minutes:
The City Council reviewed the Charges and Credits.

5. Business License
Minutes:
There were no business licenses to review.

6. Planning And Zoning
Minutes:
Planning and Zoning Chair Katrina Spencer presented an update to the City Council. She reported that the Planning and Zoning Commission did not hold a meeting during the previous week but has been reviewing the City’s ordinances, permit processes, and fee schedules.
Ms. Spencer explained that the Commission has compared Duchesne City’s permit fees with those of other municipalities and recommends that the City review and reevaluate its current fee schedule, particularly building permit fees, to ensure fees more accurately reflect the type of project and the costs associated with inspections and administrative services.
The Mayor noted that a meeting with the City’s contracted building inspector was scheduled for the following morning to discuss potential revisions to the building permit fee structure and invited interested council members and Katrina Spencer to attend.
During Council discussion, Council Member Hamilton asked about the City’s new building inspector. It was stated that Adam Johnson has assumed the role previously held by Cody Fisher through the City’s contracted inspection services.
Ms. Spencer also asked which council member serves as the Planning and Zoning liaison so the Commission would know whom to contact with questions. The Mayor responded that the assigned Council Member is Council Member Ivie and he was not present at the meeting.
The Mayor thanked Ms. Spencer for her report and the Planning and Zoning Commission for their continued work.

7. Duchesne High School Boys State/Girls State Report
Minutes:
The Mayor welcomed representatives of the Duchesne American Legion and the students sponsored to attend the 2026 Boys State and Girls State programs.
Stan Bench, a representative of the American Legion, explained that the organization sponsors local students to attend Boys State and Girls State each year to provide them with opportunities to learn about government, leadership, and civic responsibility. This year, the American Legion sponsored three Boys State participants, Cameron Bleazard, Nathan Baker, and Asher Bush, and one Girls State participant, Leah Ivie. The representative introduced the students and explained that a few participants were unable to attend the meeting, and their written remarks would be read on his behalf.


Tyke Kargis read a statement from his grandson, Asher Bush, who was sponsored to attend Boys State. The statement described the value of the program, including developing lifelong friendships, learning how local, state, and federal governments operate, participating in elections and debates, gaining financial knowledge from guest speakers, and developing a greater appreciation for military service and veterans. The statement expressed gratitude to the American Legion for sponsoring the opportunity. Cameron Bleazard then addressed the Council and shared his experiences at Boys State. He spoke about learning firsthand how government functions, participating in legislative and civic activities, meeting students from throughout Utah, and gaining a greater appreciation for civic engagement, leadership, and public service. He thanked the American Legion for providing him with the opportunity to attend.
A statement from Nathan Baker, who was unable to attend the meeting, was read aloud. In his statement, he expressed appreciation for the opportunity to attend Boys State, noting that the experience helped him better understand government, leadership, civic involvement, teamwork, and personal growth while building lasting friendships.
The American Legion representative thanked the City Council for allowing the students to share their experiences and expressed appreciation for the City’s continued support of the Boys State and Girls State programs.
The Mayor thanked the American Legion and the students for their presentations. The Mayor then presented certificates of recognition to the Boys State and Girls State participants, and the Council joined them for a commemorative photograph.

8. Rocky Point Carriage Agreement Minutes:
The Council reviewed the proposed Rocky Point Carriage Agreement. Discussion focused on provisions relating to annual assessments, water delivery, pipeline capacity, installation of meters, and definitions contained within the agreement.
Council members expressed concern that the agreement did not clearly define several terms, including “contract water users” and “duty water,” and requested additional clarification. The Council also discussed the City’s rights and obligations regarding future water delivery, diversions, and the installation of irrigation meters.
The Council discussed the annual assessment proposed under the agreement and considered whether to authorize payment while continuing negotiations. Several members expressed support for demonstrating good faith by paying an assessment but preferred not to approve the full amount until outstanding contractual issues were resolved.
Following discussion, the Council asked the Mayor to:
· Request clarification of the annual assessment and fee calculations.
· Request additional explanation of the term “duty water” and the provisions related to water delivery and pipeline capacity.
· Request clarification and definitions for “contract water users” and other undefined terms.
· Forward the City’s requested revisions to the other party for redlining and additional review.
· Continue consulting with Chuck regarding engineering and legal concerns related to the agreement and estimated meter installation costs.
The Council agreed that the agreement would be returned for further consideration after the requested revisions and clarifications had been received.

The Council continued its review of the proposed Rocky Point Water Agreement. Discussion focused on annual assessments, irrigation meter installation, engineering estimates, water measurement, and provisions related to water users and assessments. The Mayor presented preliminary estimates indicating turnout meter installations could cost approximately $40,000 to $45,000 per location, with an overall estimate of approximately $188,700, including installation, mobilization, and engineering. Council members discussed the possibility of purchasing the required materials separately and obtaining installation bids to reduce project costs while still meeting Rocky Point’s specifications.
Council members also discussed the benefits of installing meters to accurately measure water deliveries, monitor water usage, and better account for irrigation water and annual assessments. The Council has some concerns regarding the proposed agreement and requested additional clarification before proceeding.
Specifically, the Council requested:
· A clearly defined annual assessment, including the method used to calculate future assessments rather than an undefined or open-ended obligation.
· Clarification of terminology and contract provisions, including the meaning of “duty water,” “contract users,” and other undefined terms.
· Clarification of maintenance responsibilities and other contractual provisions that were considered unclear.
· Additional information regarding irrigation meter installation requirements, specifications, and estimated installation costs.
· Clarification regarding whether meter installation could be completed by the City or another contractor while still meeting Rocky Point’s specifications.
Council members discussed forwarding the agreement immediately with the requested revisions; however, the consensus was to first resolve the City’s outstanding questions, obtain additional information regarding meter installation and costs, and then return the revised agreement for further Council review before sending it back to Rocky Point.
The Council then asked the Mayor to:
· Obtain additional information regarding meter installation costs and specifications.
· Request clarification of the identified contract provisions and annual assessment language.
· Incorporate the Council’s requested revisions and return the agreement to the Council for further consideration.
Council members discussed the importance of installing irrigation meters to accurately measure water deliveries, monitor usage, and account for annual assessments. The Mayor was asked to obtain additional information regarding installation requirements, specifications, estimated costs, and whether installation could be completed by the City or another contractor while meeting Rocky Point’s requirements.
Council members agreed the agreement should not be returned to Rocky Point until the City’s questions had been addressed and the requested revisions had been incorporated. Th Mayor will get a revised the agreement, seek clarification on the identified provisions, investigate irrigation meter installation costs and specifications, and distribute the revised agreement to the Council prior to forwarding it to Rocky Point.

9. Cooperative Wildfire Agreement (CWS)
Minutes:


The Mayor presented the annual Cooperative Wildfire Agreement, noting that representatives had previously presented the program to the Council. The City’s annual assessment for the current year is approximately $700, which was offset through two fire safety mailings completed by the City. The Mayor explained that future in-kind services may also satisfy the annual assessment.
Council Member Mark Nielsen moved to approve the Cooperative Wildfire Agreement as presented and authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement. The motion was seconded by Council Member Marty Herrera.
Council Member Hamilton - Aye Council Member Nielsen - Aye Council Member Herrera - Aye Council Member Ivie - Absent Council Member Baker - Aye Motion carried by unanimous vote.

10. WEM Oil and Gas Lease
Minutes:
The Mayor presented the proposed WEM Oil & Gas Lease Agreement, noting that the City Attorney had reviewed the lease and found it substantially similar to the previous agreement. The Attorney also advised that the City could request a higher compensation amount.
Council discussed several provisions of the proposed lease, including the location of potential drilling operations, language regarding leasing of City property, compensation amounts, and other lease terms. Council members expressed concerns regarding the lease language and requested additional clarification before taking action.
The Mayor agreed to obtain additional information regarding the lease terms and compensation, including consulting with the City Attorney and a land management professional. The item was continued to a future City Council meeting for further consideration. No action was taken.

11. Open and Close Budget FY 2026
Minutes:
The Mayor reviewed the current fiscal year budget and reported that no adjustments or budget amendments were necessary at this time. Discussion followed regarding the statutory process for opening and amending budgets, including circumstances that may require budget amendments during the fiscal year. Council concurred that the current budget did not require any modifications.
Council Member Herrera moved to open the FY2026 budget at 7:00pm. The motion was seconded by Council Member Baker.
Council Member Hamilton - Aye Council Member Nielsen - Aye Council Member Herrera - Aye Council Member Ivie - Absent Council Member Baker - Aye Motion carried by unanimous vote.
Council Member Baker moved to close the FY2026 budget at 7:01pm. The motion was seconded by Council Member Herrera. The motion passed unanimously.


Council Member Hamilton - Aye Council Member Nielsen - Aye Council Member Herrera - Aye Council Member Ivie - Absent Council Member Baker - Aye Motion carried by unanimous vote.

12. PUBLIC HEARING - BUDGET FOR FY 2027
Minutes:
Mayor Herron opened the public hearing on the proposed FY2027 Budget at 7:02 p.m. The Mayor invited public comment regarding the proposed budget and requested that comments be limited to three minutes.
No public comments were received.
Council Member Herrera moved to close the public hearing at 7:03. Council Member Baker seconded the motion.
Council Member Hamilton - Aye Council Member Nielsen - Aye Council Member Herrera - Aye Council Member Ivie - Absent Council Member Baker - Aye Motion carried by unanimously vote.

13. Consideration and Adoption of Fiscal Year 2027 Final Budget
Minutes:
Mayor Herron presented the proposed Fiscal Year 2027 Final Budget. She explained that after meeting with the Water Treatment Plant, she discovered the proposed budget did not include funding for the planned ¾-million-gallon water storage tank project. She recommended adding $450,000 to the Public Works budget for the project in the event grant funding is not obtained.
Following discussion, the Council would like to:
· Add $450,000 to the Public Works budget for the water storage tank project.
· Budget the amount under Water Equipment Maintenance within the Public Works operating expenses.
Discussion also included potential funding through the Community Impact Board (CIB), grant opportunities, and future reimbursement options.
Council Member Baker moved to adopt the Fiscal Year 2027 Final Budget, as amended to include the $450,000 budget allocation for the water storage tank project. Council Member Nielsen seconded the motion.
Council Member Hamilton - Aye Council Member Nielsen - Aye Council Member Herrera - Aye Council Member Ivie - Absent Council Member Baker - Aye Motion carried by unanimously vote.

14. Compensation Disclosure Resolution 2026-06
Minutes:


Mayor Herron presented Resolution No. 2026-06, the Compensation Disclosure Resolution, explaining that Utah law requires the City to annually adopt a compensation disclosure identifying elected officials, statutory officers, and department heads. She noted the updates from the previous year included removing the Deputy Recorder position and adding the Human Resources Director position.
Council Member Baker moved to adopt Resolution No. 2026-06 – Compensation Disclosure Resolution. Council Member Herrera seconded the motion.
Council Member Hamilton - Aye Council Member Nielsen - Aye Council Member Herrera - Aye Council Member Ivie - Absent Council Member Baker - Aye Motion carried by unanimously vote.

15. 15-Minute Open Session Minutes:
Mayor Herron opened the 15-minute public comment period and invited members of the public to address the Council.
Diana Dietz addressed the Council regarding fireworks within Duchesne City. She expressed concerns about the current drought conditions, active wildfires throughout Utah, air quality, and the potential fire risk associated with fireworks. She encouraged the Council to consider restricting fireworks to help protect residents, firefighters, and community resources. She also raised questions regarding liability and insurance coverage in the event of a fire. Council Member Baker clarified the distinction between a structural fire and a wildfire and responded to questions regarding insurance and fire reporting. Mayor Herron thanked Ms. Dietz for her comments.
Cana Ivie, a representative of the Duchesne Fourth of July Committee, then addressed the Council in support of continuing the City’s fireworks display. She explained that the display is conducted by licensed pyrotechnicians, the launch area is thoroughly watered before the event, firefighters are present during the display, and the location has been successfully used without incident in recent years. The speaker also noted that Governor Cox had left decisions regarding fireworks restrictions to local municipalities and expressed confidence in the City’s safety precautions.
The Mayor thanked Ms. Ivie for the information and participation.
Janice Shipman, a former firefighter and a member of the Independence Day Committee addressed the Council and shared both the benefits and concerns surrounding fireworks. While recognizing the fire danger and impacts on pets and veterans, she expressed confidence in the safety measures surrounding the City’s professional fireworks display and suggested the Council consider prohibiting personal fireworks while allowing the professionally managed community display to continue.
Additional discussion occurred regarding fire conditions, public safety, fireworks restrictions adopted by other Utah communities, economic impacts to local retailers, and possible alternatives for balancing public safety with the City’s Independence Day celebration.
Diane Dietz got up and spoke again stating that she has confidence in the fire department, but she is still concerned and she understand and she worried about the drought and water supply and she suggests that it only be the professionals that do fireworks and ban them in the city. She would like to see a restriction on them in town.

She loves firefighters, the military, and the country.
Cana Ivie stated she is in support of continuing the City’s professional fireworks display, citing the historical significance of the Independence Day celebration, the use of licensed pyrotechnicians, established safety precautions, and the presence of fire personnel and equipment during the display. She also discussed the potential economic impact of restricting fireworks sales and suggested that prohibiting personal fireworks while allowing the professional display could provide a reasonable compromise.
Other speakers expressed concern that a complete ban on personal fireworks could encourage individuals to use fireworks in more remote, unsupervised areas, potentially increasing wildfire risk.
Todd Smith, a licensed pyrotechnician, addressed the Council, explaining the extensive training, permitting requirements, and safety measures used during professional fireworks displays, including coordination with the fire department, law enforcement, and other emergency personnel to minimize risk.
Janice Shipman provided an update on the Rainbow Bridge memorial project, informing the Council that the bridge had been installed and expressing hope that, if it remains free from vandalism, the council would be willing to readdress the idea of a larger memorial that could eventually be placed in a public park.
Dea Skewes inquired about the status of the Pope House. Mayor Herron responded that the city had received two quotes but had not yet made a final decision.
Mayor Herron thanked those who spoke and, with no additional public comments, closed the public comment period.

16. Book Of Complaints, Concerns And Comments
Minutes:
There were no complaints, concerns & comments recorded in the book.

17. Mayor And Council Review Of Old Business
Minutes:
Mickelson Building Renovation
· Mayor Herron stated the Council still needs to determine how to proceed with renovations to the Mickelson Building.
Main Street Lights
· Mayor Herron reported she had contacted the Utah Department of Transportation regarding the Main Street decorative lights and confirmed the City is responsible for the lighting system.
· The Council discussed preparing a scope of work to obtain bids for replacing the lights with LED fixtures.
· Discussion included replacing four-meter bases and approximately twenty light fixtures while testing existing wiring to determine whether it remains serviceable. Council members noted that some electrical repairs or replacements may be necessary, but a major electrical service upgrade is not anticipated. Independence Day Watermelon Giveaway
· Cana Ivie wanted to get the logistics for the annual watermelon eating contest following the Independence Day parade.
· It was agreed that approximately 12 watermelons would be enough, with delivery


scheduled for 12:00 p.m. at the pavilion. Roy Park. Roy Park
· Mayor Herron reported that one bid had been received for the Roy Park electrical project and that the City is awaiting a second bid before moving forward.
Shop
· The Mayor reported that the City’s insurance claim related to the microburst damage at the Shop had been approved. The City will solicit bids to replace the damaged lean-to structure. The insurance reimbursement requires the structure to be rebuilt substantially as it existed prior to the damage. Council members suggested several local contractors for the City to contact regarding the project.
Humane Cat Trap Donation
· Mayor Herron reported the humane cat traps had arrived.
· City Recorder Jessica North is preparing a property transfer form to document the donation and transfer of the traps to Cats of Duchesne County, providing a proper record of the City’s donated property.
Pope House
· The Council discussed potential options for displaying historical items associated with the Pope House.
· The Council continued discussing options for displaying historical artifacts associated with the Pope House.
· Discussion included the cost of custom display cabinets compared to commercially available display cases, with several members expressing interest in exploring more economical alternatives before making a final decision.
· Council members also discussed whether the museum should remain in the Mickelson Building or whether a separate display building near City Hall would better serve the City’s long-term needs and future growth.
· A conceptual proposal was discussed for constructing a basic 30-foot by 40-foot display building with a log cabin-style façade. The concept included a wood-frame structure with electrical service and HVAC, but no plumbing, while allowing for future utility expansion if needed.
· It was noted that Duchesne High School’s construction program may be interested in assisting with construction as a student learning project, subject to engineering plans and bid requirements.
· The Council discussed obtaining conceptual plans and additional cost information before determining the preferred location and proceeding with the project.
Water Conditions Update
· The Mayor shared information received from Dylan Dastrop, reporting that although mountain water levels are lower than normal, all users within the Duchesne River drainage basin are expected to receive their full water allotments this year. Project Water releases began approximately one month earlier than normal to supplement area rivers and streams. The Council also discussed current reservoir conditions and irrigation season preparations.
Seasonal Public Works Employees
· Marnie Sommerville has been hired as the Main Street Flower Attendant and Davin Lepore as a Part-Time Public Works. The Mayor reported that they have finished their first week and were doing an excellent job.
Future Agenda Items
· The Mayor directed Jessica North to place the following items on an upcoming City

Council agenda:
· Mickelson Building / Pope House discussion
· Animal Control Contract
· ¾ Million Gallon Water Tank Project
· The Mayor noted additional information had been received regarding the water tank project and would be presented at the next City Council Meeting.

18. Work Meeting: Discussion of City Projects, Budget and Operational Matters, Council Initiatives, and Other Items Properly Brought Before the Council
19. Closed Meeting: Closed meeting of the Duchesne City Council to discuss one or more closed meeting categories based on UCA 52-4-2-4: (1) character, professional competence, compensation, physical, mental health of an individual; (2) pending or reasonably imminent litigation; (3) purchase, exchange, or lease of real property; (4) sale of real property; (5) deployment of security personnel, devices or systems; (6) investigative proceedings regarding allegations of criminal misconduct.
Minutes:
Council Member Jason Baker moved to adjourn the work meeting and enter into a Closed Session to discuss personnel matters character, professional competence, compensation, physical, mental health of an individual at 7:55 p.m. Council Member Bryce Hamilton seconded the motion.
Council Member Hamilton - Aye Council Member Nielsen - Aye Council Member Herrera - Aye Council Member Ivie - Absent Council Member Baker - Aye Motion carried by unanimously vote.

20. Consideration to Take Action Discussed Under Closed Meeting
21. Adjournment
Minutes:
Council Member Baker motioned to adjourn the Closed Session of the City Council meeting at 8:13 pm seconded by Council Member Hamilton.
Council Member Hamilton - Aye Council Member Nielsen - Aye Council Member Herrera – Aye Council Member Ivie - Absent Council Member Baker - Aye
Council entered back into regular Council meeting at 8:13pm.
Council Member Baker motioned to adjourn the regular City Council meeting at 8:13pm.
Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:13pm.
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