
RESOLUTION 2026-16
A RESOLUTION OF THE HYDE PARK CITY COUNCIL DEFINING THE GAME OF CHANCE TO BE USED IN THE EVENT OF A TIE WITH THREE OR MORE CANDIDATES IN A MIDTERM ELECTION

WHEREAS, Utah Code 20A-1-510(1)(a)(i) Defines “Game of Chance” as a game that has been chosen by the municipal legislative body in which (A) the outcome is determined by chance; and (B) each participant has equal odds of winning. and, 

WHEREAS, Utah Code 20A-1-510(1)(c)(iv) requires that the games of chance must be selected by “resolution or ordinance prior to the meeting … to be used in the event of a tie with three or more candidates. and, 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the game of drawing straws (lots) is a game of chance that meets the criteria outlined by state code; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Hyde Park City, Utah, as follows:

Section 1. Definition of Game of Chance
For purposes of resolving a tie vote under Utah Code, the term "game of chance" means a selection process in which the outcome is determined solely by random occurrence and not by the skill, judgment, or actions of any participant.
Section 2. Drawing Straws Defined as Drawing by Lot
The City hereby designates "drawing straws" as the official method of drawing by lot for resolving a tie vote among three or more candidates for a municipal office.
Section 3. Procedure
A. The City Recorder or other designated election officer shall conduct the drawing at a duly noticed public meeting as required by Utah law.
B. The election officer shall prepare straws (or other like objects) of identical appearance, composition, and diameter, except that one straw shall be longer than the others.
C. The number of straws shall equal the number of tied candidates.
D. The straws shall be concealed from view and mixed in a manner that prevents identification of the longer straw.
E. Each candidate shall draw one straw.
G. The candidate drawing the longest straw shall be declared the winner of the tie and move on to the final vote. 

Adopted and passed BY The City council on this 22nd day of July 2026.

						HYDE PARK CITY 

						________________________
						Bryan Cox, Mayor
ATTEST:

__________________
Donja Wright
Recorder
