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Agenda
• Adjudication Process Review
• Accessing the Proposed Determination and Hydrographic Survey 

Maps

• Proposed Determination Overview

• Hydrographic Survey Map Overview

• Finding Objections and Self-Identifying as a PAP

• Website Tour

• Questions
• Email: waterrights_adjudication@utah.gov



General Adjudication 

1. Bring all claims on to the permanent 
record:

• Pre-Statutory Claims 
• Diligence Claims (1903)
• Underground Water Claims 

(1935)
• Federal Reserve Rights

2. To prevent a “multiplicity of suits” 
and bring clarity to the water rights 
picture.

3. Remove/reduce rights which have 
been wholly or partially forfeited 
through non-use.

4. To obtain final comprehensive 
decrees on all water rights within 
the respective drainage.

Why What 

• Action in State District Court
• Joins all water users - including State and 

federal agencies - and the State Engineer 
(Division of Water Rights)

• Governed by Utah State Code: Title 73, 
Chapter 4

• To determine the nature and extent of all 
existing water rights within each river 
drainage
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Accessing the Proposed Determination
Recipients of the Notice of the Proposed Determination:

• Water Right owners listed on the records of the State Engineer
• Claimants who submitted claims in the Orem Subdivision
• Registered agents for corporate entities owning water rights or 

having filed claims within the adjudication boundary

• Counsel of record who have filed an appearance with the court

The Proposed Determination can be accessed via:
• http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/pdbooks/OremPD
• Hard copies can be printed at our office for a nominal fee.

• Filed at the District Court

The Hydrographic Survey can be accessed via:
• http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/pdbooks/OremHS
• Hard copies can be printed at our office for a nominal fee.

http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/pdbooks/OremPD
http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/pdbooks/OremHS


Contents
1. Title Page
2. Notice to Water Users
3. Preamble
4. Location Map
5. Priority Schedule
6. Description of Water Rights
7. Description of Exchanges
8. Description of Share Statements
9. Renumbered Rights

10. Forfeited Rights
11. Invalid Claims
12. Alphabetic Index

Proposed Determination



District Court 
Jurisdiction

General 
Adjudication 
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Area & 
Book 
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Orem Proposed Determination
Title Page



Civil Case Number

Instructions 
on filing an 
objection

Orem Proposed Determination
Notice to Water Users



Orem Proposed Determination
How to File Objections

Civil Number:  365729822



Orem Proposed Determination
Preamble



Orem Proposed Determination
Preamble – Prior Decree Section

Decrees available on our website:
Programs -> Adjudication -> Decrees 



Orem Proposed Determination



Priority 
Date

Flow Rate (cfs) 
or 

Annual Volume (acft)

Water Right Number

Orem Proposed Determination
Priority Schedule

Water Source

Owner of Record



• Name (Owner of Record)
• Ownership Interest (if needed)

Orem Proposed Determination
Description of Water Rights (Example)

Water 
Right 

Number



• Type of Right
• Quantity of Water (cfs or acre-feet)

Orem Proposed Determination
Description of Water Rights (Example)

• Priority Date
• Source

Point of Diversion Location 
& 

Well Data (if available) 

Water Use Group



Nature of Beneficial Use

Orem Proposed Determination
Description of Water Rights (Example)

Period of Use

Sole Supply



Place of Use:
Section, Township, 

& Range

Orem Proposed Determination
Description of Water Rights (Example)

Place of Use:
Quarter-Quarters

(40-acre tract) or Lots

Place of Use:
Quarter-Sections



General Comments

Orem Proposed Determination
Description of Water Rights (Example)



Renumbered 
Water Right

New Water Right Number

Orem Proposed Determination
Renumbered Rights



Water 
Right 

Number
Name of Owner of Record

Points of Diversion & Source

Orem Proposed Determination
Forfeited Rights



Water 
Right 

Number
Name of Owner of Record Points of Diversion & Source

Orem Proposed Determination
Invalid Claims



Name of Owner of Record Point of Diversion Source Page
Number

Orem Proposed Determination
Alphabetic Index

Water 
Right 

Number



Map Legend

Map Location

Orem Proposed Determination
Hydrographic Survey Maps

North Arrow, 
Scale, and 
Scale BarIrrigated 

Acreages – 
Shaded areas 

represent Water 
Use Groups



Orem Proposed Determination
Locating Objections

• Objections are located on Adjudication Status page

• To self-identify as a Potentially Affected Party (PAP):

• Open scanned documents from Adjudication Status page

• Download and fill out the “PAP Notice Form”

• Submit to the Third District Court

• If you opt in, you will be notified of filings pertaining to the 

objection



Questions?
Chase McDonald, PE

Assistant State Engineer - Adjudication
Tel: 801-538-7459

E-mail: chasemcdonald@utah.gov

John Haigwood, PE
Engineering Manager - Adjudication 

Tel: 801-707-4633
E-mail: johnhaigwood@utah.gov

General Adjudication
Tel: 801-538-5282

E-mail: waterrights_adjudication@utah.gov

mailto:michaechasemcdonald@utah.gov
mailto:johnhaigwood@utah.gov
mailto:waterrights_adjudication@utah.gov


Website Tour


