Military Recreational Facility Development Review Committee Meeting
DRAFT Minutes
Tuesday, July 14, 2026 @ 2:00 PM
Zoom Teleconference
Listen to the audio recording here: Public Notice Website 
Board Members Present: Vice Chair Dustin Grabau, Eric Hales, Dallin Koecher, Ray Whitchurch, Max Covey
Board Members Excused: Doug Smith, Derek Brenchley
The complete official audio recording can be found at the link above. A summary of the discussions is presented as follows:
Welcome (0:00–1:25)
Vice Chair Dustin Grabau opened the meeting and announced that Derek Brenchley has been newly designated as the Chair of the Development Review Committee by MIDA Executive Director Nicole Cottle. Grabau noted he will continue to act as Vice Chair and conduct today's meeting.
Agenda Item (1) Review and approve minutes from April 14, 2026 Military Recreation Facility Development Review Committee meeting. (1:25–2:13)
Dallin Koecher: Motion to approve the April 14, 2026 meeting minutes.
Eric Hales: Second.
All members present vote “aye” in favor of approving the April 14, 2026 minutes. None are opposed. The motion passes.
Agenda Item (2) JMARA Recreation Area Site Plan (2:13–15:52)
Presentation by Rob Donigan
The project consists of a 24-acre recreation site located on the east side of Highway 40, southeast of the Mayflower exit.
The proposed site plan features multiple sports courts (tennis and pickleball), synthetic turf fields, a centralized restroom pavilion/concession facility, an asphalt looping trail system with soft-surface spurs connecting to the 319 connector, a large parking lot, and a bike park.
The infrastructure for the parking lot is excluded from this specific site plan application and is being handled through a separate infrastructure permit built by Extell.
A recent plan update includes a roundabout in the northeast portion off the main recreation property to facilitate entry into the parking lot and future commercial developments.
The facility will be constructed on capped tailings ponds (ponds 1 and 3 are directly underneath the facility, while pond 2 sits under the existing southern parking lot). Proposed landscaping on top of the caps will be native and restricted strictly to drip irrigation with a baseline tracking controller to monitor for breaks and prevent cap penetration.
Committee Questions and Comments
Ray Whitchurch confirmed with staff that artificial turf fields would indeed be utilized on top of the ponds.
Derek Herndon emphasized ongoing coordination with the Department of Water Quality (DWQ) and noted that an HDPE welded liner will be installed beneath the synthetic turf areas to minimize infiltration.
Eric Hales reminded the applicant that the site is within the Wildland Urban Interface, which must be factored into the landscape design, particularly when placing trees near structures. The applicant agreed to address this with their landscape designer.
Ray Whitchurch: Motion to approve the JMARA Recreation Area Site Plan based on successful completion of the two staff-recommended conditions:
1. All outstanding engineering comments be resolved and signed off by the MIDA review engineer, JSSD, and WCFD through the infrastructure permit process.
2. The landscaping and irrigation plan be adjusted as required by the DWQ.
Max Covey: Second.
All members present vote “aye” in favor. None are opposed. The motion passes unanimously.
Agenda Item (3) Cormont Condominium Plat PH1 – Commercial (Amended) (15:52–20:13)
Presentation by Rob Donigan
The application covers a commercial plat amendment located south of the Grand Hyatt hotel and west of Highway 40.
The amendment formally defines three new commercial units: Unit 601 (the location for a future ice ribbon), Unit 602 (the Zamboni building), and Unit 603 (a small retail/concession building named the Beehive).
The amendment also clears up an unused, legacy utility easement on the north side of the property.
Staff requested an amendment to the recommended action to remove a pending condition regarding Plat Note 12, as MIDA legal counsel has already reviewed and approved the change.
Committee Questions and Comments
MIDA Legal Counsel Richard Catten confirmed that the plat note change has been finalized and approved.
Applicant representative Saadet Nur Yilmaz stood by for questions but had no further additions. No board concerns were raised.
Eric Hales: Motion to approve the Cormont Condominium Plat Phase 1 - Commercial (Amended).
Ray Whitchurch: Second.
All members present vote “aye” in favor. None are opposed. The motion passes unanimously.
Agenda Item (4) Open and Public Meeting Acts Training (20:13–25:59)
Presentation by: Richard Catten
Richard presented the annual state-mandated Open and Public Meetings Act (OPMA) training to the committee members.
Highlighted the updated statutory definition of a "meeting," noting that it must be properly convened by an authorized individual for the express purpose of acting, deliberating, or receiving public comment on a matter under the body's jurisdiction.
Clarified that this updated legal definition allows board members to attend general MIDA social functions or events together as a quorum without triggering public notice issues, provided they are not actively conducting official board business.
Reiterated strict prohibitions against quorums using electronic communications (texting, emailing) to deliberate or predetermine a vote outside of a noticed public meeting.
Agenda Item (5) Adjourn. The next meeting is scheduled for August 11, 2026, at 2:00 pm.
(35:27–35:46)
Dallin Koecher: Motion to adjourn.
Ray Whitchurch: Second.
The meeting adjourned at approximately 2:26 PM.

Meeting Attendees
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