
	
	
	





MINUTES
WEBER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (WCD) MEETING
Regular Meeting, July 7, 2026
FSA Office 2871 S Commerce Way, Ogden, Utah 84401

ATTENDANCE: 
Appointed Weber Conservation District (WCD) Voting Members: 
John Degiorgio, Chairman (Present)			Kelly Wansgard, Supervisor (Present)
Matt Peterson, Treasurer (Present) 			Trevor Wayment, Supervisor (Present)
Ronald Stratford, Supervisor (Present)		Jodi Mills, Clerk (Present)
Guests:
Bart Cragun, Weber County Weed Board		Jace Atkinson, NRCS &UACD Planner
Parker Wayment, Resource Coordinator		Jessica Reynolds, Weber River Partnership
Kenny Oswald, NRCS District Conservationist	Trina White, Ogden Valley Watershed 
Emily Bishop, NRCS &UACD Planner		Taylor Turner, NRCS Partner Planner
Magi Mathews, USU Extension Agent		Tyler Keating, NRCS Planner
Don Hickman, Ogden Valley City Council               Hannah Freeze, Deputy Commissioner GSL
Thayne Mickelson, UDAF				Clayson Cook, NRCS Planner
Lena Morgan, Education Coordinator		Marisa Weinberg, GSL Sentinel Landscape
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WCD MEETING- CALL TO ORDER

WCD Chairman John Degiorgio called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. A motion was made by Mr. Kelly Wangsgard to approve the June 2, 2026, meeting minutes, and was seconded by Mr. Ronald Stratford. The motion was carried unanimously.

GSL DEPUTY COMMISSIONER UPDATE
Per Hannah Freeze, Deputy Commissioner of the GSL, Pineview Reservoir will be drained to 7% capacity to repair a culinary water line. Irrigation companies are asking for compensation regarding the water lost during this process. The board has been asked to forward any irrigation companies looking for compensation to Hannah.  Water should be available until the beginning of October. The water will be routed to Willard Bay, and a few of the companies will be able to recover the water from the bay. Western Irrigation and North Ogden Irrigation are already in contact with Hannah. There is concern about the coming year if we don't have a good winter, Hannah is unsure of the plan to address these concerns.
Brian Steed the current Commissioner of the GSL has moved into a new position at Utah State University.
Hannah will be traveling to Washington DC to discuss funding to restore the Great Salt Lake. The current funding is outlined to provide $200 million dollars per year for 5 years, for a total of $1 billion that has been awarded by the Trump Administration. Hannah is encouraging a focus on more funding for water op programs, conservation easements, and Phragmites control efforts. There will also be a project to reengineer old flooding dikes from 1986 that so that water doesn’t get stranded and evaporate prematurely. 
Legislation was passed to better identify and account for agricultural water vs. secondary water. This legislation was sparked by conversations had in Weber Conservation District Meetings, and Hannah is grateful for the efforts of the board. The results of the study should be available this fall, and she will report back to the board the findings. 
Celeste Maloy has received $10 million for Great Salt Lake Restoration and is using the majority of the funds for Phragmites control efforts.  
Lake Powell and Lake Mead will be hitting record low numbers this year, but thanks to current and ongoing efforts The Great Salt Lake will not hit a record low this year.
Per Marissa Wienberg, Great Salt Lake Sentinel Landscape Coordinator, in coordination with the GSL Sentinel Landscape the Nature Conservancy, Bear River Lake Conservancy, Ducks Unlimited, and more, are workshopping concepts for working lands and return flows to the GSL. They will apply for funding in the fall to research what ag land parcels would have the potential to return water to the lake. This would help to prioritize these lands in the conservation easement application process. This could benefit the GSL and agriculture both optics wise and water conservation wise.

RESOURCE COORDINATOR UPDATE
Per Parker Wayment, Resource Coordinator, he is working hard to get the ball rolling on additional Ag. Protection in Weber County. Parker invited Thayne Mickelson from UDAF to do a short presentation for the board regarding the Ag Protection Process. Mr. Mickelson provided the presentation and answered questions from the board.
Mr. Mickelson did a brief overview of the current state code regarding Ag. Protection. The process begins with an Ag Protection Area (APA) Board, which is organized from members of the local Conservation District and other community members. Their job is to review and advise the Legislature on Ag Protection applications. The legislative body then determines the geographic boundaries, and the 1000 feet around the APA. A notice will be sent to anyone within the 1000 ft boundary. He also discussed the deadline requirements and the structure of the APA codes. The Legislative Body has 120 days to complete the review and hold a public hearing.
Some of the Criteria evaluated is, is the land currently ag, is it the land currently zoned ag, is ag viable on the land, the extent and nature of existing or proposed farm improvements, and what are the anticipated trends in ag?
Land can be partially covered, and the APA can be removed or transferred at any time. The APA will be reviewed every 20 years, if there is no change made the APA will automatically be renewed. An APA will not affect land in with greenbelt status.
A report from 2006 was able to show that APAs helped to shape the best route for the West Davis Corridor in Davis County. Unfortunately, APAs are not in place in Heber Valley, and there has been ag land and producers impacted by new highway construction. It is important that the Weber County producers get APAs set up now ahead of the planning of the Legacy Highway in Weber County to prevent these same issues. The board discussed the pros and cons of using APAs to help determine the route. An APA will require UDOT to research the route in respect to the lands in APA and will require them to locate the route in a place that will benefit the ag producers in the area. 
Kelly Wangsgard would like to coordinate more efforts of setting up APAs in Ogden Valley. Per Don Hickman, Ogden Valley City Commissioner, this a major focus for the current county commission. He noted zoning can change easily, but APAs are a bit more concrete, and this is a draw for him to get things into place for future protection in the case of new commissioners being placed.
Parker Presented a Non-Point Source (NPS) Grant Agreement for a small project in Ogden Valley for board review and approval. The grant is for $2,769.00, and the board will receive a 7% admin fee.

Parker presented an invoice for no-till drill parts totaling $336.92, Ronald Stratford motioned to pay the invoice, Trevor Wayment seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Parker reviewed the district scope of work and goals for the upcoming year with the board. 
Parker will continue to coordinate with Bart on ISM grants and noxious weed control. 
Parker would like to involve FFA more in district projects and will invite a supervisor to upcoming meetings. He would like to involve the kids in the upcoming Bag of Woad program. 

  WEED BOARD UPDATE
Per Bart Cragun, Weeber County Weed Board, the funding for phragmites control has allowed for the purchase of a lot of chemicals that he needs a place to store. A couple of the board members have heated spaces to store the chemicals over the winter. The chemicals will be spaced out over the next 3 years. Yellow Star Thistle has become a growing issue. There is a need to hold developers accountable for dirt that has been brought in for development. They also need to reseed when a road is built. Parsons tried to reseed, but it was unsuccessful. Bart will continue to pursue solutions to these problems.

					NRCS UPDATE

Taylor Turner, NRCS Partner Planner, presented a map of the Weber County Project Area to show the target areas for the phragmites control project. They will begin with ground, drone, and helicopter, as well as burning and grazing control. The goal is to treat 1500 acres a year for 5 years with the first spraying starting in 2027.
Taylor will be leaving his position with NRCS and UACD to work with Duck Unlimited. UACD has hired a new coordinator to take over the project. 
Parker is working to develop a contract for private land owners to allow for phragmites treatment on their property. Taylor would like to get more burn approval as well. The railroad and UDOT are a couple of the major private landowners that will need to be involved.
Per Marrisa Wienberg, she has been working to collect data to help prioritize funding for Sentinel Landscape areas. This may be of use as some of these areas will require restoration following the phrag removal. 

NEXT MEETING
Meeting Start 9:00 a.m.
Meeting End 10:55 a.m.
The next meeting will be held on August 4, 2026
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