                                                     Utah Veterans Advisory Council
Minutes of Monthly Meeting          
June 17th, 2026


  Place: Zoom online meeting

Members Present: Marti Bigbie, Gary Harter, Bob Pagnani, Dave Phillips, Paula Stephenson, Angela Williams
  
Excused: Laurie Charry, Mike Crouse, John Robertson, Steve Prestwich 

 Secretary: Alan Ferner
 
Guests: Nina Alverez, Kent Anderson, Jennica Gruver, Jeff Hanson, Jeff Joners, Terry Schow, Laurie Wynn


1. The meeting was called to order at 4:00PM by Bob Pagnani.  Bob introduced and welcomed those in attendance. This was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
 
2. The minutes of our 20 May meeting were reviewed and approved by the members of the Council.

3. VA Regional Office: Jeff Jones stated that they continue to ramp up for the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence.  The new claims goal is to have the backlog of claims below 65,000 cases by 30 June.   New hiring is underway, including 13 new Field Examiners.

4. VA Medical Center: Angela Williams announced the opening of the new Emergency Department.  Angela provided information for the virtual Town Hall scheduled for 24 June. They are also coordinating with the VBA on the Freedom 250 Resource Fair scheduled for 26 June. She then announced the groundbreaking of the new S. Salt Lake VA Clinic on 8 July.  Angela advised that they received a Trust Score of 93.7%, which is a new high.

5.  Utah Dept. Veteran & Military Affairs: Gary Harter reminded us of the upcoming conventions for the Am. Legion, DAV, and VFW.  He then advised that the Capitol Rotunda has been reserved for September 11th.  Please let Jennica Gruver know of any ideas for this memoriam of the 25th year.

Jeff Hanson summarized the status of the four Utah Veteran Nursing Homes.   The four Homes are at 96% occupancy, with 398 residents including 13 spouses.  Avalon Health Care was selected to continue management of the Ogden and SLC Homes. Jeff advised that the new SLC Home may receive Federal funding later this year.  Jeff then summarized the scheduled cemetery improvements and spoke of the wreath laying ceremony on Memorial Day.  Jeff added that the VA has approved the latest drawings for the proposed Northern Utah Cemetery.

Larie Wynn reported that the Memorial Day event at the State Capitol went very well, and included speeches by Lt. Gov. Henderson and Gen. Burton.

6. Marti Bigby provided information on planned 911 activities in Southern Utah.

7. Paula Stephenson stated that the American Legion convention will be held 26-28 June.  Also, 172 boys recently graduated from Boys State.

8. Bob Pagnani summarized the recent Utah Veterans and Military Affairs Commission meeting.  Bob then remarked that the Little Warriors camp will be 24-26 July.


9. The meeting was adjourned at 4:27 PM by Bob Pagnani. Our next monthly meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 15th at 4:00 PM, via Zoom online.
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