Pine Valley Special Service District Meeting
July 8, 2026


Pine Valley Special Services District (“PVSSD”)
Meeting Minutes - PENDING
Pine Valley Fire Station, 680 East Main Street, Conference Room
Wednesday, July 8, 2026

Board Members: 			Bob Dalley, Chairman
Emily Neilson, Vice-Chair 
Allen Cannon
Mark Owens
Steve Shakespeare					

PVSSD Assistants: 			Rick Peetz, Clerk 
Teri Forbes, Treasurer

Fire Chief:				Robert Hardy 

Others: 				Claudia Davis 
					Duane Krohn
					Audrey Krohn
					Frank Davie
					Kendall Sullivan
					Mark Flygare
					Tom Nielsen
					Brad Esposito
					
1. Welcome – Chairman Bob Dalley.

Chair Bob Dalley called the meeting to order at 6:45 PM.   

2. Meeting Minutes.

A. Approval of the June 10, 2026, PVSSSD Meeting Minutes.

Steve Shakespeare moved to APPROVE the minutes of June 10, 2026.  Allen Cannon seconded the motion.  The motion passed with the unanimous consent of the Board.    
 
3. Update on Flooding and Mitigation Efforts - Mark Owens. 

Mark Owens reported that 40 to 50 percent of the sediment has been removed from the reservoir, and it continues to be stored at the boneyard.  Trees have been taken down in Areas 1, 2, and 3.  Work on Area 4, which is the Equestrian Area, will be done next.  Forsyth was identified as Area 5.  

Heritage Days will take place on July 25 from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  Members of the community were encouraged to support the event.  

The Emergency Watershed Protection (“EWP”) project is on schedule.  Rock and rip-rap were to be brought in by the following Monday.  The work on Forsyth was expected to be done in 10 days.  Logging trucks have been hauling logs and rip-rap.  All were advised to be cautious and yield to truck traffic.  

Mark stated that a Saturday may be set aside for members of the community to potentially obtain materials for gardens or topsoil from the Boneyard.  The material is very high quality.   

In response to a question raised by Rick Peetz, Mark stated that all that he has seen hauled off are Ponderosas.  He noted that downstream from the reservoir, the area to the south is mostly open.  The County has a good relationship with the U.S. Forest Service, and the contractor has been very accommodating.  He expressed appreciation to the Fire Department for their efforts as well.  The gate into the campground has remained locked, which has helped keep the public out.  Mark noted that the road to the reservoir is becoming increasingly damaged due to heavy truck traffic.  

Fire Chief, Robert Hardy, indicated that he has received calls from concerned citizens who have seen the gate open with people driving in.  He spoke to Joe Rechsteiner from the U.S. Forest Service who indicated that they are conducting patrols.  Signage is posted making it clear that it is a dangerous area.  

4. Fire Department Report – Fire Chief, Robert Hardy. 

Chief Hardy thanked the Board for the flowers and for their support after the passing of his mother.  She suffered from dementia for 10 years and has been on hospice for 15 months.  

Brad Esposito reported on progress made with the installation of the exterior lighting around the fire station.  He noted that the back is mostly done and half of the front.  He expected to have the work completed by the end of the week.  Chief Hardy stated that the lights are a great improvement and cost much less than originally thought.  Appreciation was expressed to Brad for his efforts.  

Chief Hardy reported that currently there are radio issues with the 700-megahertz system, with half of the simplex not working.  There was no estimated time for repair.  

Concerning the current brush fire in Enterprise, Chief Hardy stated that the department reached out, but the department’s help was not required.  

There were three ambulance transports in June.  Emily observed that that was the highest number of Pine Valley responses she had seen.  Chief Hardy reported that the call on June 18 involved a one-year-old child, which was difficult.  Afterward, those involved met as a group with VEST support for a debrief.   He was very proud of the team and the way they performed.  He noted that they received positive responses from medical professionals about the care they provided to the infant.  

Chair Dalley asked about the recent structure fire in Pinto.  Chief Hardy indicated that they were called off en route.  The situation involved a hay barn that was on fire.  

Chief Hardy reported that the Purchasing Cards have been received and have worked well.

Emily asked if there were any reported issues with fireworks on the Fourth of July.  Chief Hardy was not aware of any fireworks being discharged.  The crowds on Main Street during the parade were of concern, but no injuries were reported.  He noted that some pedestrians behaved recklessly.  Mark commented that people were throwing candy and children were running into the street to get it.  Chief Hardy reported that he was driving Brush 145 and was behind a side-by-side where candy was being dropped off the side.  His truck is twice as wide, so candy was being dropped in front of the truck.  It took a lot of vigilance on his part to remain safe.  

Chief Hardy reported that at this week’s Officers’ Meeting, they discussed the water cannon on the tender and the fact that some did not appreciate getting wet.  Going forward, the water cannon will be used during the parade, which has a fine stream.  The monitor can be turned on afterward at the church for children to run through and to get as wet as they want to.

Mark asked if grandchildren are invited to ride on the fire apparatus during the parade.  Chief Hardy stated that the one time during the year that children are allowed on the rigs is during parades.  There were people on top of the rigs on July 4, which was of concern.  That will not be allowed going forward.  Family and community members, however, can ride inside the cab during the parade.  

Tom Nielsen observed children jumping on the rear bumper and riding during the parade.  Chief Hardy stated that that should never happen.  Children approached the fire truck because it was moving slowly.  The driver cannot always see when someone jumps on the tailboard.  Ways to prevent that were discussed, such as having two adults in the truck to ensure safety.  

Emily commented that in other parades she has been involved in, safety sheets have been distributed in advance encouraging people to throw candy to the edges of the street.  

Chief Hardy reported that the number of volunteer hours is significantly lower this year compared to last year due to the Forsyth Fire.  

Emily expressed appreciation for the Emergency Medical Technicians (“EMTs”) in the Valley.  Chief Hardy appreciated those who are willing to go on the ambulance as needed, which takes at least three hours out of their day.  

Emily asked if the VEST program has been useful after a difficult call.  Claudia Davis was grateful to have it.  For the most recent call involving a child, they utilized the peer support team that was trained by VEST.  Members of the department are aware that mental health support is available to them, and it is important.  It was noted that mental health resources are required by the state.  Chief Hardy reported that the state requires some type of mental health resiliency program to be provided to first responder agencies.  VEST is a good program that is affordable.  Other programs have been considered, but no one else provides the same service and attention that VEST does for a similar price.  Chair Dalley thanked Chief Hardy and the Fire Department for their efforts. 

5. Clerk and Treasurer’s Reports (April) – Rick Peetz and Teri Forbes. 

Rick Peetz presented the Clerk’s Report and reviewed the expenses.  The most significant expense was for Winter Fire School.  He reported on funds that were accumulated for Fire Assistance that was donated to the Dinner Committee.  The $10,800 deposit for the PVLAD’s share of the fire assessments was deposited at the end of June and will be reflected on the July statement.  $390 was also received in memory of Renee Stucki.  

Rick reported that we are ahead of budget in terms of actual income and in line, other than a few items such as repairs, that exceeded budget.  He stated that we are under budget in most other areas.  

Rick reported that 129 late notices were sent out earlier in the week.  A total of 750 billings were mailed in the spring.  He has received a few complaints, including one earlier in the day, from someone who was unhappy at having to subsidize people who live in Pine Valley full-time.  Rick informed the individual that the Fire Department does not receive funds from the County or the State.  The only funds received come from assessments.  

Allen Cannon moved to APPROVE the Clerk’s Report for the month of June.  Emily Neilson seconded the motion.  The motion passed with the unanimous consent of the Board.  

Teri reported that she balanced all of the accounts and all was in order.  

Mark Owens moved to APPROVE the Treasurer’s Report for the month of June.  Allen Cannon seconded the motion.  The motion passed with the unanimous consent of the Board. 

Chair Dalley reported that with regard to the Clerk and Treasurer’s Reports, normally this month he and Allen would have spent time reviewing the bank reconciliations, but they could not find the time.  That review will take place prior to the next meeting, which he will not be present for.  Emily was asked to Chair that meeting.  Allen would present it as a member of the Board.  

6. Review the Official 2025 Financial Filing made/required by the State of Utah that was made in June 2026 – Rick Peetz.

7. Review Formal 2025 Financial Statements Prepared by CPA – Rick Peetz.

Agenda items six and seven were discussed together.  

Chair Dalley reported that in prior years, the former Chair was comfortable signing and submitting the required information to the state.  He wanted the Board to see the official financial filing and the document that the CPA firm prepares.  He asked that the record reflect that it has been reviewed by the Board. 

Rick referred to the attachment and stated that the first portion consists of the State’s reporting system and details what must be done to comply with State requirements.  The first two items consist of the approved budgets.  The next is the Financial Certification, followed by the Financial Report, the Fraud Risk Assessment, and the Impact Fee Report.  Each was reviewed and presented.  The first page consisted of a confirmation that was signed and agreed to.  The accounting firm of Savage, Esplin, and Radmall provided a letter confirming that they conducted a review.  

Chair Dalley referred to the second sentence in the first paragraph that states that a Compilation Engagement was performed but that no audit or review was conducted.  He wanted the Board to understand what they are paying for.  He explained that management is elected to submit disclosures, which are part of the financial statements.  In a normal audited set of financials, there is a footnote for every category of assets.  That is not required by the state.  The letter confirms that the documents have received a second review before being formalized.  

Steve questioned whether the review is necessary due to the size of the PVSSD.  Chair Dalley stated that it is probably not necessary, but he felt it was good practice.  Rick explained that Savage, Esplin, and Radmall are given access to all of the reports on QuickBooks.   Chair Dalley stressed that it is not an audit, but a secondary assurance that what is being prepared is reasonable. 

Rick referred to the Compilation Report on pages 2 through 4, which was posted with the state.  It is also available online along with the Certification.  The final form sets forth the PVSSD’s plans for the impact fees.  The Fraud Risk Assessment was next presented.  It was completed and submitted by Susan Lewis from Washington County.  Specific questions and responses were referenced.  

Rick reported on impact fees and stated that the new report requires him to take each payment and determine the amount of interest it has earned each month.  The purpose is to track the impact fee to an actual Fire Department benefit and tie it to growth in the community.  

8. Citizen Requests—Any person wishing to bring an item not otherwise on the agenda should raise their hand and give their name for the record to the attention of the Board Chairman, Bob Dalley, and the additional members of the Board. The Chair or Board will take no action at this time. All items will be referred to the Board and/or Fire Chief for follow-up and report. 

Frank Davie commented that whenever flags are posted throughout the community, people appreciate and respond positively.  The flag process is unique to Pine Valley.  He publicly thanked Rick and Lynn Peetz for their efforts mounting flags up and down Main Street.  Rick stated that it was a challenge to get started, but they now have 250 flags.  

Allen reported that Bruce Heppler and his wife recently moved into their new home, and when he first drove into the valley and saw the flags, it had a significant impact on him.  

Frank referenced the sign in the Fire Station that says, “Volunteers serving with honor and integrity.”  He stated that Chief Hardy’s leadership makes it all possible.  He was commended for his efforts.

Claudia Davis was pleased to see that the website is being updated.  On the homepage, there is a QR code to report fraud or abuse that takes you to a form on the County’s website.  She suggested that a tab be added to the website for the Fire Department and perhaps another to community events. 

Emily acknowledged that the website is outdated.  She suggested that someone be hired to build a proper website.  She did not think it was fair to ask Joseph Hunt, who is a volunteer, to do that.  Chief Hardy suggested they start by asking Joseph if he would be willing to take on a role beyond a volunteer.  Emily stated that the Northwest Special Service District built something that could be a useful template.  Chair Dalley agreed that an updated website would be a great resource.  The matter was to be put on next month’s agenda for discussion.  

9. Adjournment.

Emily Neilson moved to ADJOURN.  The motion was seconded by Allen Cannon.  The motion passed with the unanimous consent of the Board.

The meeting adjourned at 7:40 PM.

The next PVSSD meeting will be on Wednesday, August 10, 2026.
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