MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF EMERY COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
HELD IN THE EMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

JUNE 16, 2026


Present at the meeting was Commission Chairman Dennis Worwood, Commissioner Jordan Leonard, Commissioner Keven Jensen, Attorney Mike Olsen, Sheriff Tytson Huntington, Deputy Clerk/Auditor Carol Cox elected officials and citizens.

CONSENT AGENDA

(1)
APPROVAL OF CHECK EDIT LIST, REQUISITIONS, AND DISPOSITIONS.

The Warrant Check Edit list #   through and including #  was presented for payment.

Requisitions were presented for the following:

REQUISITION		DESCRIPTION					AMOUNT

17-26			2023 FORD F350 Lariat crew cab	
			Sheriff/HazMat Team					$63,398.51

18-26			19 BulletProof Vests
			Sheriff							$24,700.00

There were no dispositions		


(2)
APPROVAL OF JUNE 2, 2026 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES.

(3)
APPROVAL OF BUSINESS LICENSE FOR PEGIE J MCCOURT, THE TREAT BOUTIQUE.

(4)
APPROVAL OF JOSH NATTRESS, CARRETT HORTON AND TYLER BUTLER AS SEARCH AND RESCUE VOLUNTEERS.

(5)
RATIFICATION CHANGED THE ¾ TIME JUSTICE COURT CLERK POSITION TO TWO PART TIME POSITIONS WORKING 19.75 HOURS PER WEEK,WITH NO BENEFITS.

(6)
NOTIFICATION SELECTED JAIME ANDERSON AND FERZIE KILLPACK AS PART TIME JUSTICE COURT CLERKS WORKING 19.75 HOURS PER WEEK WITH NO BENEFITS, WAGE GRADE 12. 

(7)
APPROVAL TO MOVE CODY HOWARD TO A SEASONAL LIFEGUARD WORKING UP TO 29 HOURS PER WEEK, WAGE GRADE 3.


DISCUSSION AGENDA

(1)
ITEMS PULLED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA.

Motion to approve the Consent agenda was made by Commissioner Keven Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, and the motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(2)
SAFETY MINUTE PRESENTATION- MAEGAN CROSLAND, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT/RECORDS OFFICER.

Maegan Crosland provided information regarding investing in your physical and mental health through activities

(3)
AWARDING OF SAFETY VISA GIFT CARDS-579 DAYS WITHOUT LOSS TIME INCIDENT.

Full time employee- Kyle Scow
Part time employee- Elizabeth Carter
Safety Sensitive- Mike Howes and Jorgen Allred

(4)
PRESENTATION ON BEHALF OF THE 2026 GIRLS STATE ATTENDEES

Annika Magnuson and Alliyah King reported on their Girl’s State experience.



(5)
PRESENTATION OF THANKS BY TROY WINTERS REGARDING THE ETHAN WINTERS MEMORIAL 3V3 TOURNAMENT 2026.

Moved to another meeting.

(6)
RATIFICATION OF SIGNING A LETTER OF SUPPORT ON BEHALF OF CARBON MEDICAL CENTER.

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to ratify the signing of a letter of support on behalf of Carbon Medical Center.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none 

(7)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY 2026-2027 INVASIVE SPECIES MITIGATION GRANT FOR RUSSIAN OLIVE MITIGATION.

Weed/Mosquito Supervisor Cory Worwood explained the Invasive Species Grant is for weed mitigation on the San Rafael River on the west side of the county.  The award is $38,500.00.
Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve the 2026-27 Invasive Species Mitigation Grant for Russian Olive Mitigation.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Keven Jensen.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none  

(8)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ADVERTISING THE REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) FOR RENOVATION AT THE HUNTINGTON BRANCH LIBRARY.

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve advertising a RFP for renovations at the Huntington Branch Library.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(9)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ADVERTISING THE REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) FOR RENOVATIONS AT THE CASTLE DALE BRANCH LIBRARY.

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve advertising a RFP for renovations at the Castle Dale Branch Library.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed. 
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
Nay:   None
 
(10)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EMERY COUNTY PICK UP OF PUBLIC SAFETY EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTIONS.

Personnel Director, Mary Huntington requested approval for a Resolution authorizing Emery County to pick up Public Safety Employee Retirement contributions.  This would be employees who are eligible for and participate as members in the Public Safety Tier II Contributory Retirement administered by the Utah Retirement System.  The resolution declares that the county will pay the required employee contributions for all county employees who are members of the Public Safety Employee Retirement. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to adopt Resolution 6-16-26 a resolution authorizing Emery County pick up Public Safety Employee Retirement contributions.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none
 
(11)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ADVERTISING A REQUEST FOR BIDS FOR THE LANDFILL SCRAP METAL PILE.

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve advertising a RFB for the Landfill Scrap Metal Pile.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:   Keven Jensen
           Jordan Leonard
           DEnnis Worwood
NAY:  none




(12)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY GO TRAVEL ADVERTISING AGREEMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,950.00.

AnnDee Mead requested approval of the Go Travel Advertising Agreement in the amount of $1,950.00.  This is for marketing and has been reviewed and approved by the EC Travel Bureau.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard made a motion to approve the Go Travel Advertising Agreement.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Keven Jensen.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Jordan Leonard
          Keven Jensen
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(13)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY DRAFTING MOU RELATED TO ORANGEVILLE CITY’S REQUEST FOR FUNDS TO PURCHASE AND INSTALL SPEED LIMIT SIGNS.

Orangeville City needs to install speed limit signs on State Highway 29.  This highway is heavily used for access to Joe’s Valley, Fossil Rock Mine, San Rafael Energy Research Center, Valor Atomics, etc.  UDOT has indicated they will fund $5,800 toward the signs.  Commissioner Leonard expressed concern that we be consistent with whatever we do since we may have to do the same for other towns as well.  Commissioner Worwood expressed a desire to lookout for the safety of our citizens.  We do have an increase in traffic on Highway 29.   Orangeville City is unique in that they do not have a State Highway running through the town.  It was estimated that two signs would be roughly $17,000.  He is not against matching funds.  We would have to look at what funds are available.  Commissioner Jordan Leonard motioned to table any decision to get more information.   The motion died.  Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to move forward with drafting an MOU related to Orangeville City’s request for funds to purchase and install speed limit signs.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none 

(14)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY MONETARY REQUEST BY EMERY COUNTY EMS SPECIAL SERVICE DISTRICT FOR CRA OR PILT FUNDING.

McKay Jensen, EMS Board President along with several Emery County EMT’s addressed the Board of Commissioners regarding ongoing funding to allow the additional on-call time for EMT’s.  They feel that a change in on-call time will attract people to invest the time to become certified and available. EMT’s that commit to on-call time are expected to drop whatever they are doing and respond to a call.  It is a huge commitment. Several EMT’s in attendance commented on their commitment to the EMS program in Emery County.  They requested $262,000 to offer a $2.00 per hour increase to on-call time.   This would be an annual, ongoing request to keep the EMS whole.  The current budget includes $70,000 for EMS.  Commissioner Worwood indicated he would like to see where we can find the funds for the monetary request. Commissioner Jensen indicated that the county has money set aside in CRA that could be redistributed.  We could use PILT money also. Commissioner Leonard indicated he would like to look at future funding after a year to see if it helps keep the garages full. We will need to look at it during budget meetings in the fall for continued funding.  Commissioner Worwood indicated that they need to look at where they find the funding and have something more concrete in the next meeting.  Commissioner Jensen motioned to table but wanted it on record that he thinks we can do this with PILT funds and other funding sources and be able to do something in the next meeting.  Commissioner Leonard seconded the motion. The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(15)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY EMERY COUNTY COMMISSION CREATING AN OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD SPECIFICALLY FOR EMPLOYEES OF OUR WASHINGTON DELEGATION.

Commissioner Jensen seeked approval to create an outstanding Service Award specifically for employees of our Washington Delegation.  Larry Ellertson has done a fantastic job working for Senator Curtis for many years.  He has regularly participated in Public Lands meetings in Emery County. He will be retiring in mid July.  Commissioner Jensen made a motion to create a service award for Larry Ellertson as our Washington Delegation representative.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard.  The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
          Jordan Leonard
          Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none

(16)
DISCUSSION REGARDING CREATION OF SOLAR ORDINANCE.

Commissioner Worwood explained that a few weeks ago we had a motion made to ban solar.  We received notice from the Attorney General’s office that we did not follow protocol on that because it was not on the agenda as such.  We have been advised to follow the guidance from our co attorney in whatever we choose to do with solar.  This is just a discussion and clarification. Commissioner Jensen commented that we did not pass an ordinance in the agenda, a motion was made to begin the process to create an ordinance to ban solar.   The letter from ATG was strange because they were not told what actually happened.  We did jump in the agenda from a plan of action to discussion only and then we jumped back to the plan of action which was not appropriate in a public meeting.   He then provided a little history; this started as far back in September of 2025 when we approached with an application for Clawson I.   A Public Hearing was held and when it was over there were concerns expressed over protecting private property rights.  We have been in discussions about what is appropriate. In January 2026 when we had the General Plan it was discussed in a Commission meeting.  In February 2026 they presented a plan that included SITLA land.  There were concerns with the wildlife at that time.   The Public Lands sent a formal request to the Commission to look at prohibiting or implementing a moratorium to stop project areas on State Lands.  Then there was discussion about a solar ordinance.  March 3, 2026 there was action potential prohibiting utility scale.  We held a Public Hearing in May of 2026 regarding potential utility scale on Drunkards Wash. We had continued discussions in Public Lands.  We have been in these discussions for a long time.  Commissioner Worwood perceived the concern of the Attorney General was that a specific project was discussed and it morphed into a general ban.  The Planning & Zoning Committee favored setting some parameters through an ordinance and it would be his preference, to see what they can come up with.  Some people want a ban and some want rules put in place to protect land owners. In further discussion he has looked at what other counties have done.  At the public hearing several things were brought up.  Solar is not causing our drought.  The drought that we are in now started back in 2020, way before the solar came to the county.  Many of the concerns are addressed by state legislation.  I do think we need to look at the set back from adjourning home, that they have a design that accommodates flood events.  
Commissioner Worwood asked Attorney Mike Olsen.  The ag office did call him and they did listen to the meeting.  The direction was to follow proper procedure. Commissioner Leonard added that there is potential for litigation and we need to make sure we are covered as a county.          

(17)
ELECTED OFFICIALS REPORTS

Commissioner Jensen reminded everyone that it is election season.  Go Vote.
Commissioner Leonard reminded everyone of the upcoming Lunch & Learn: Touring Morhland Mining Community.

(18)
ADJOURN

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Keven Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, and the motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
         Dennis Worwood
NAY:  none


ATTEST_____________________COMMISSIONER:____________________________
