MINUTES KAMAS CONSERVATION DISTRICT MEETING 
Regular Meeting, June 3, 2026, 6:00 P.M. 
50 E. Center Street, Kamas, UT 84036 
ATTENDANCE:  
Appointed Kamas Conservation District (KCD) Voting Members:  
Lloyd Marchant, Chairman (Present) 	 	Jason Averett, Supervisor (Present) 
Brenda Bushell, Treasurer (Present)  	 	Melissa Atkinson, Supervisor (Present) 
Brandon Withers, Supervisor (Present) 	 	Sklyer McCormick, Supervisor (Absent)
Jodi Mills, Clerk (Present) 
Conservation Partners: 
Jace Atkinson, Conservation Planner UDAF/NRCS 
Emily Bishop, Conservation Planner UDAF/NRCS 
Utah State University Extension (USU Extension): 
Elizabeth Cohen, Extension Agent 
Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF): 
Parker Wayment, Resource Coordinator
Rachel Winder, Conservation Planner 
Weber River Partnership: 
Jessica Reynolds, Watershed Coordinator 
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KCD MEETING- CALL TO ORDER 
KCD Chairman Lloyd Marchant called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. A motion was made by Mrs. Melissa Atkinson to approve the May 6, 2026, meeting minutes, and was seconded by Mr. Brandon Withers. The motion was carried unanimously. 
Brenda made a motion to open the Budget Hearing; Melissa seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
 
    RESOURCE COORDINATOR UPDATE 
Per Parker Wayment, Resource Coordinator, Governor Cox has declared a state of emergency due to the current drought and late-season freeze which occurred this year. The funding allows for 0% interest loans for two years. The funding is limited to $6.5 Million, and is expected to go fast, so producers are encouraged to move quickly. These applications will go through the Conservation Districts for approval and then be sent to the state. Any hardship connected to drought or freeze will be considered.
Parker presented the Oath of Office paperwork for the new supervisor Skylar McCormik for Lloyds signature. Parker will get Skylar's signature and complete this process. 
During a recent Resource Coordinator training call Parker was made aware there are law firms checking information on the public notice website is all compliant, and filing lawsuits if they find inaccuracies. This is a reminder to make sure we are compliant in posting meeting minutes, agendas, and audio on the public notice website. 
Parker reiterated SERA and Reimbursement Forms need to be submitted quarterly. 
Per Lloyd, He requested a legal description of the district boundary. The boundary is based on local watersheds. Lloyd put together and easy to read hand out to show the sections and townships of the district boundaries. (see attachment)
Per Parker, an AG protection area is an old house bill put in to affect a long time ago which allows farmers to put specific protections on their property and allows the producer to practice farming practices without pushback from neighbors.  An Ag protection also helps to protect against eminent domain. There is a small processing fee and it is a very easy process. Many producers don't realize this program exists, and would benefit widely from it. Parker is making sure the Producers are aware of this program, and will assist in getting them signed up if needed. The land can be taken out of the Ag protection at any time, but it can also be transferred from one landowner to the next if desired.
 
					UDAF UPDATE
Rachel Winder, Conservation Planner, provided an update on the Pine Valley Project. The original contract was signed on February 16, 2024 with Provo River Counsel, the Kamas District will act as administrators for the funding of the project. The project funding amount is $10,000 awarded to the Smoot Family to replace a culver. The work has not been started due to needed clarification on the project. Rachel has made some updates to the contract such as clarification of the not to exceed clause to note the admin fee will be $500, which is 5%. The final invoices need to be submitted by June 15, 2027 to allow DWQ for adequate turnaround time on payment processing. Brenda requested to have the invoices due by Feb 16, 2027, when the contract expires. Rachel agreed and will make that change. If the work is unsatisfactory, the Smoots need to inform the district, but the district will not be required to pay for unsatisfactory work. She will make the edits and get approval from the counsel, then have a motion and approval from the board.
The Smoot Family is currently working with an engineer and state reps to see what the project will involve, they will be visiting the project site in mid-June. There is another spot further up that needs some attention that they'll seek additional funding for. The Smoots would like to put in a spillway which is much lower in height, but will allow high water to go over when needed. The original expert opinion was that this would not be an effective solution, so they are looking for an 2nd opinion. The Smoots are willing to put in the additional work of maintaining the spillway to allow the lower structure to be effective. 	 	 	 	    
Per Jace Atkinson, Conservation Planner, the ISM Grant has been approved for $18,200.00, with allowances for $5000.00 in seed, and $10,000.00 for contractor work.  Dees Dairy in Morgan sells a good dryland blend that Jace would be willing to get more information on if needed. Brenda made a motion to sign the grant; Melissa seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Jace provided the 3rd quarter no till drill sheet for review and signatures. There was no use of the no till drill in quarter 3. The BSC Tractor has been used once this year. There is need to get this information out to the community so the equipment will get more use, flyers are going up, but word of mouth is very important. Lloyd suggested an email list might be helpful, and adding the information to the next Grill Your District Event. Parker asked the board to put out feelers for what local producers would like to hear more about. There is some concern about the equipment being used without rental fees by producers including the Ballerina Farm property, but Elizabeth was able to confirm they have their own equipment.
 Emily Bishop, Conservation Planner, has created a presentation for the Conservation Districts describing how rivers work, and how to work with them. This presentation is broken up into 4 parts. Emily presented the first 2 of 4 parts. The first part of the presentation covered why and how rivers work to maintain equilibrium. The second presentation covered the different channel classifications of rivers and streams, and how to identify them.				
				EXTENSION UPDATE 
Per Elizabeth Cohen, Extension Agent, The USU Extension is holding an event on Tuesday, June 9th from 6-7:30 at the Ledges Event Center in Coalville to discuss Drought Resources. The board agreed to donate $200.00 to cover the cost of this event. Some information that will be covered is the AG VIP program regarding soil health, ARRDL funding, and FSA for loans. Jason made the motion for the $200.00 contribution, Brenda seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.  	 	    	 	 	
                     WEBER RIVER PARTNERSHIP UPDATE
Jessica Reynolds, Watershed Coordinator, over the last month she has been updating and building the website, and organizing her workplan and where to focus her efforts over the next 1-3 years. She is currently working from home, and looking for more ways to plug in and connect with more people, and would love help form the board in finding opportunities.

	    	    DISTRICT BUISNESS
A motion to reimburse Jared Froerer $140.00 and Tyler Fendon $560.00 for weed control chemicals by Brenda, and was seconded by Melissa. The motion passed unanimously. The board will discuss adding a limit to reimbursable amounts moving forward. 
Jason was able to set up the new Vence tower, the tower was placed east of Rockport Reservoir on Wes Siddoway’s property. The producers have been having very positive experiences with the virtual fencing so far. The board discussed the plan for current and future tower placement. The producers have been receiving invoices for the collars and it has been communicated to them to forward those to the districts. Brenda made a motion to pay Vence $27,500, Jason seconded the motion, the motion passed unanimously.
Parker is looking for ways to extend the program out past the expiration in of the grant funding in December. The current balance is $92,000.00 but all invoices have not been received or accounted for. The board is very impressed with the Vence rep. Rebel.
Jason made a motion to approve reimbursing Lloyd $42.00 for the trailer registration fees; Brandon seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Brenda made a motion to pay $348.00 for water samples, Jason seconded the motion. The motion passed.
Brenda made a motion to pay $40,000.00 to South Kamas for Water Optimization Grant, Melissa seconded the motion. The motion passed. Jason abstained. 
Brenda made a motion to pay up to $477,506.19 for phase 2 of the water optimization project to South Kamas, Melissa seconded the motion. The motion passed. Jason abstained. 
In the Budget Brenda has budgeted $500,000.00 for District Projects.
One of the scholarship recipients will be serving an LDS mission, so the board will hold his scholarship until his return.
The UACD has secured a group crime insurance for the Conservation Districts the Kamas District premium will be $218.56 annually, with the first payment of $291.18 for 16 months. the policy was organized through UACD payment should go to Cristy. Brenda made a motion to pay the $291.18, Jason seconded the motion. The motion passed.
Guy Peterson, Brenda Bushell, Brandon Withers, Dick Woolstenhulme, and Jared Froerer, each received 5 gallons of weed spray.
Melissa made a motion to pay Lloyd for time spent picking up the trailer, Brenda seconded the motion. The motion passed.
Melissa made a motion to pay Brandon and Jason 10 hours each for Vence tower placement and maintenance. Brenda seconded the motion. The motion passed.
Melissa made a motion to pay Brenda for 6 hours of budget prep, and 1 hour for scholarship prep. Brandon seconded the motion. The motion passed.
Brenda made a motion the approve the budget and close the Budget Hearing, Melissa seconded the motion. The motion passed.
Brenda made a motion to pay 4th quarter SERA, Brandon seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

NEXT MEETING 
The July will be on July 15th at Taggarts as a thank you to Melissa for her years of service on the board. 
ADJOURNMENT 
Brenda made a motion to adjourn the meeting, which was seconded by Brandon. The motion passed, and the meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.  
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