 M I N U T E S 

RICH COUTY Conservation District
Regular Board Meeting, June 10th, 2026
195 N Main Street Randolph, Ut 84064
ATTENDANCE:

Conservation District Chair

Candy Cornia, President 
Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 

Judy Stuart, Treasurer 
Braden Cornia (absent) 

Yale Johnson (absent) 
Cole Weston 
Conservation Partners Representatives:

Ben Law, Conservation Planner  

Justin Elsner, District Conservationist (absent) 
Taylor Payne, GIP (absent)
Jayme Kofoed, Conservation Planner 
Reganne Briggs, Utah State University Extension (absent)
Conservation District Staff:

Jeanne Weston, Clerk

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

Candy Cornia called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes were emailed prior to the meeting along with hard copies provided at the start of the meeting.  Judy Stuart made a motion to approve the minutes, with Cole Weston seconding, and they were unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM

Financial Report-Jeanne Weston

It was stated that currently there is $52,403.04 in the general operating fund. 
The deposits recorded were: $25,318.46 NACD TA2024 grant, $1,986.18 State of Utah (reimbursement for 3rd quarter- clerk wages, Soil Health in the West, and SERA) and $3.33 Interest.

The checks that have been processed are Candy Cornia SERA $158.93 #374, Judy Stuart SERA $187.20 #375, Braden Cornia SERA $172.70 #377 and Cash (poster contest) $400.00 #381.

The checks that have not yet processed are: Yale Johnson SERA $86.85 #376, Cole Weston SERA $30.00 #378, Entity renewal $25.00 payable to State of Utah #385, Conservation Planner wages $13,425.61#383, Clerk wages $1,100.50 #380, Scholarship (Dylan Wasden) $1,000.00 #382 and Old Republic Serety Group $131.00 (insurance) #384.
The bills to be discussed are: what will be discussed regarding the remaining state budget.
The budget was discussed regarding the $11,000 from the state of Utah. Approximately $3,151.80 is left over and after discussion it was agreed upon that chemical could be purchased with the remaining funds for the county. Ben Law is going to purchase this chemical. This will be done before June 30th. 

Jeanne Weston is going to follow up with Reganne Briggs regarding her UAES Public Lands Grant Contribution that was discussed and approved back in February for $2,000.
Cole Weston made a motion to approve writing the checks for chemicals, the grant contribution for Reganne Briggs and clerk wages with Judy Stuart seconding the motion and it was unanimously approved. 
AGENDA ITEM

Ben Law- UDAF
The surveys were completed for the zone meeting. The ISM grant was discussed, and the district is going to purchase chemicals, which will help with the grant. Ben proposed that the supervisors think of dates that would work for most members to schedule outreach for edMaps and gather feedback.

ERDL loans were discussed. They are seven-year loans. With no collateral, the interest rate is 0% for the first two years and 2.75% thereafter, with a maximum loan amount of $100,000 and monthly or yearly payments available. All loans must be paid in full. If a borrower has collateral, the interest rate is 0% for the first three years and then 2.75% thereafter. Collateral must be real property or water certificates, and UDAF must hold a first or second lien on the property. The borrower will add UDAF's name until the loan is paid off. Invoices must be submitted. At this time, UDAF has $5 million available for loans. The application is open for six months.

AGENDA ITEM

Nick Reithel- Ag VIP
Ag VIP is going to have more practices added, but at its core, participants need a Nutrient Management Plan. The deadline is June 22. The payment structure has changed to $10 per acre at a minimum, with an additional $5 for soil practices. There is an additional tier for higher-level practices, such as water quality. More information is available from Nick Reithel.

September 22 is a field day from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. There is a CIG Grant that Tony Richards received a few years ago. All entities involved with soil health are participating. Ben Weston is implementing several field practices. A rain simulator will be demonstrated as an educational tool, and there will be additional speakers from USU discussing soil health.

Nick requested funding for lunch. The per diem is approximately $19.00 per person, with an estimated attendance of 20–30 people, for a total cost of approximately $570. Jayme spoke with the bakery about catering. It was suggested that invitations be sent now with a reminder one month before the event. The invitation should include an RSVP. The supervisors expressed support for funding the luncheon but wanted to determine the level of interest before approving the final amount.

AGENDA ITEM

Cody Brklacich- Water Optimization
He has been working on Water Optimization projects in the area. Projects for Jade Willis, Charlie Rex, and Ken Garff have been finalized. ARPA funds are set to expire this month. There is one contract with Shawn Thornock, but they have been unable to reach him. Jayme Kofoed provided updated contact information. Sign-ups for Water Optimization will begin in January.
AGENDA ITEM

Taylor Payne- GIP

Taylor toured West Field High School and spoke with agriculture teachers today. He has several GIP projects in progress.
AGENDA ITEM
Jayme Kofoed- Conservation Planner

Justin wanted everyone to know that conservation plans are being finalized and will be presented at the next meeting. Jayme is arranging equipment rentals. Taylor asked whether the rentals could leave the county. Candy Cornia stated that the matter had been discussed last year and that it was decided this would be allowed.
Judy Stuart made a motion to approve the budget as discussed. Cole Weston seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.

Judy Stuart made a motion, with Cole Weston seconding, to close the meeting to discuss the ERDL (Emergency Drought Loan). The motion was unanimously approved.

Judy Stuart made a motion, with Cole Weston seconding, to reopen the meeting following the closed session. The motion was unanimously approved.

Cole Weston made a motion, with Judy Stuart seconding, to approve the ERDL loan application. The motion was unanimously approved.

DISTRICT BUSINESS

Candy Cornia- Chair 
The SERA forms were filled out. 
Cole Weston made a motion, with Judy Stuart seconding, to approve the SERA payments. The motion was unanimously approved.
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Judy Stuart moved to adjourn the meeting, and Cole Weston seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm. 
The next meeting was scheduled for July 8th at 6:00pm. 
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