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CIB Pioneer Church Public Hearing Wednesday, July 8, 2026, at 6:46 PM | Emery, UT
Present: Jack Funk, Mayor; Glenys Sitterurd, Town Resident; Melissa Durfey, Town Council; Kristine Bullock-Ashley, Recorder, Kathy Anderson, Amy Ross, Slate Stewart, Council; Annie Johnson, Treasurer; Mistie Christiansen, council; ETV news, Scott McClaughry, Laurel Killpack Resident
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mistie Christiansen.
1. Purpose Of the Public Hearing 
Mayor Jack Funk opened the public hearing, stating its purpose: to receive public comments on a proposed grant application for continued funding of the restoration and preservation of the historic Pioneer Church.
2. Proposed Project Scope 
The proposed project scope includes architectural preservation, structural improvements, accessibility enhancements, and other restoration activities necessary to preserve the historic integrity and public use of the facility.
3. Restoration Efforts So Far 
Glenys Sitturd noted that significant progress has been made on the building's restoration. The committee has secured donated display cases, a refrigerator, and a stove, and has preserved historic artifacts found during construction, including glass projection slides and film reels.
4. Construction Still to Be Completed 
Glenys Sitturd outlined remaining work needed to make the building publicly usable: floor finishing, bathroom completion, wall finishing, and window replacement. She noted that the kitchen — estimated to require only countertops and a sink enclosure — would be funded separately by community efforts rather than the grant. The total estimated project cost is $298,000, with $38,000 secured as a community match, leaving a grant request of $260,000. The target completion date is July 27, 2027, the building's 125th anniversary.
5. Public Input and Town Stories 
Council members expressed strong support for the grant application. Glenys Sitturd highlighted broad community interest in using the facility for funerals, weddings, receptions, and family reunions, noting that former residents with deep family ties to Emery have already inquired about availability. Melissa Durfey added that visitor sign-in sheets demonstrate outside interest in the building, underscoring its potential to draw people to the town. It was noted that if awarded, grant funding would be available as early as October, and that the committee continues to pursue additional funding sources. Mayor Funk expressed full support for the application and noted that community members have already offered historical items for display in the restored building.
There being no further comments, the hearing was adjourned.
