OGDEN VALLEY PARKS SERVICE AREA (OVPSA) BOARD MEETING
June 8, 2026
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chair Emily Phillips.
Pledge of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Emily Phillips.
Roll Call
Present: Marshall McGonegal, Heather Lowe, Tim Brown, Jim Truett, Tom Keefer, Emily Phillips, and Jori Torman.
Attending via Zoom: Suzanne Shaw
Absent: Chris Phipps
Legal Counsel Present: Rachel Andersen
Approval of May Meeting Minutes
Tim Brown made a motion to approve the May meeting minutes. Heather Lowe seconded the motion. All members voted in favor.

Eden Valley Trails Presentation
Alan Wheelwright, Executive Director of Eden Valley Trails, presented a proposal to connect Snowcrest to Liberty Park through a trail system. He discussed conversations with Clyde Capital regarding potential funding opportunities and noted that engineering and cost estimates would need to be completed to know the costs of the project. Alan asked/recommended the board pay $2,120 to reengage  the engineering firm that previously worked on this project to reassess circumstances given that the landscape has changed over the past few years. 
Mr. Wheelwright asked whether OVPSA would be interested in participating in the project.
Board Discussion
The Board discussed opportunities related to "Safe Routes," a program intended to provide children with safe routes to schools. Discussion included potential improvements being considered by Nordic Valley and whether OVPSA has authority over the proposed trail corridor, as the property is not owned by OVPSA. Several members expressed that the Ogden Valley City Council should be involved in the discussion.
It was suggested that OVPSA request placement on a future Ogden Valley City Council agenda to discuss a potential Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and partnership with the City.

Public Comment
No public comments were received.

Dog Park Initiative Presentation
Marty Smith presented a proposal for a community dog park. She noted that there are more dogs than horses in Ogden Valley and that Huntsville Town Park does not allow dogs. Ms. Smith expressed interest in creating a designated dog park area and requested approximately one acre at Liberty Park, while noting that additional space would be beneficial. The proposed design would include multiple sections to accommodate dogs of different sizes.
Ms. Smith stated that the group is not requesting tax funding and believes the project could be funded through grants, including RAMP funding, as well as community fundraising efforts. She also mentioned an OVPSA contribution would be great. She then reviewed preliminary dog park concepts and schematics.
Upon further clarification and conversation with the OVPSA Board, it was made clear that OVPSA Funds are tax funds and if they are used Tax dollars would indeed be used on this project. 
The Board discussed potential locations, including Eden Park, overall park size requirements, and possible next steps. It was noted that RAMP grant priorities would be discussed at the next meeting.
Marty Smith  also mentioned that their initiative also has a website for the community to access information to get involved. 
The Board assigned Tim Brown and Heather Lowe to serve as a task force to evaluate potential locations, costs, and feasibility and report back at a future meeting.
Heather Lowe made a motion to move the project into the exploration phase and direct staff and the task force to proceed with further evaluation. Marshall McGonegal seconded the motion. All members voted in favor.

Liberty Park Restroom Project Update
Construction on the Liberty Park restroom repair project began on June 8 and is expected to be completed during the week.

Eden Park Restroom Project Update
The Board discussed concerns regarding a committee member serving as the general contractor for the project and the need to identify an architect to move the project forward. Discussion focused on project organization and next steps.

General Discussion – Financial Access and Oversight
The Board discussed concerns regarding access to OVPSA bank accounts and financial records, including who currently has access and how accounts are being managed.
Board members expressed concerns about the potential for park committees to make decisions without adequate Board oversight. Members discussed the need to hold work sessions to review financial controls, account access, and oversight procedures.
A public hearing regarding financial matters was proposed for the next regular meeting.

Wheelspark Task Force Update
Suzanne Shaw was added to the Wheelspark Task Force.
An RFP for the skatepark project has been issued. Two site visits have been completed, resulting in amendments to the RFP documents. Responses are due June 12, 2026.
The Board will receive copies of all submitted proposals following the deadline.

Treasurer RFP Update
The Treasurer Services RFP has been distributed, and the Board is awaiting responses.

Budget Reallocation
Additional discussion occurred regarding the Treasurer RFP. No formal discussion or action regarding budget reallocation took place.

Balloon Festival Discussion
The Board discussed Balloon Festival funding and how associated expenses are allocated and managed.

Events and Funding Discussion
The Board discussed a budget shortfall associated with the Liberty Days fireworks show. The Liberty Days Committee requested an additional $6,500 to cover costs. The Budget shortfall was created due to unforeseen circumstances involving the entity that has previously orchestrated the fireworks show for Liberty Days which has resulted in a scramble to find a replacement at a reasonable price. 
Board members noted that the issue had been known for more than a month but had not been brought to OVPSA's attention until recently. Additional discussion focused on sponsorship efforts for the Fourth of July celebration and concerns regarding communication and responsiveness from the Liberty Days Committee. There was no representative present from the Liberty Committee and the OVPSA board was not able to find answers to all of the questions that they had.
Jim Truett made a motion to table consideration of additional funding for Liberty Days until more information could be provided regarding the request and associated expenses. Jori Torman seconded the motion.
The board agreed to reconvene within 72 hours to have time to gather more information for the fireworks and make a decision. 
Aye: Jim Truett, Tom Keefer, Jori Torman, Heather Lowe, Marshall McGonegal
Nay: Emily Phillips, Tim Brown, Suzanne Shaw
Motion passed.

Adjournment
Heather Lowe made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Jim Truett seconded the motion.
The meeting was adjourned.

