OGDEN VALLEY PARKS SERVICE AREA (OVPSA) BOARD MEETING
June 11, 2026
Location: Eden Park Bowery
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chair Emily Phillips.
Roll Call
Present: Emily Phillips, Heather Lowe, Marshall McGonegal
Attending via Zoom: Jori Torman, Tom Keefer, Jim Truett

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
Heather Lowe made a motion to table approval of the previous meeting minutes. Emily Phillips seconded the motion.
Vote: All members voted in favor.
Motion passed.

Liberty Days Fourth of July Event Discussion and Action
The Board discussed available options for the Liberty Days fireworks show.
Emily Phillips reviewed the available fireworks options:
1. A volunteer-operated fireworks show at the current budgeted cost, which would result in a smaller show.
2. A larger volunteer-operated fireworks show at approximately double the cost.
3. A professionally coordinated alternative that would require additional volunteers, an adjusted setup schedule, and a later fireworks show time.
Heather Lowe noted that the volunteer-operated option appeared to require an AHJ (Authority Having Jurisdiction) certification and requested clarification regarding those requirements. Emily Phillips reviewed the AHJ certification information with the Board.
Jori Torman requested additional information regarding the timelines associated with the available fireworks options. Chris Allen stated that fireworks would need to be ordered by the end of the week. He further reported that a local pyrotechnics professional indicated the fireworks could be discharged without an AHJ certification.
Marshall McGonegal requested clarification that the fireworks could be ordered while permit verification was being completed. Chris Allen confirmed that the required permit from the fire district had been obtained and stated he would provide documentation to the Board.
Emily Phillips reviewed the available options again, including a third alternative involving a pyrotechnics professional. This option would require setup one day prior to the event, additional volunteers, and a different staging area to avoid conflicts with arena activities. The option would provide a similar fireworks display at a comparable cost.
The Board confirmed that other pyrotechnics professionals had been contacted and were unavailable for the event.
Tia Shaw, an Ogden Valley City Council member, commented that she oversees special events for the City and had not yet seen documentation regarding Liberty Days. She requested that all permitting documentation be properly submitted and reviewed. Heather Lowe also requested that the documentation be maintained in OVPSA records.
Jori Torman asked about the quality of the smaller fireworks option. Chris Allen commented that the reduced show would be disappointing. Additional discussion followed regarding the possibility of a later fireworks show, public expectations, volunteer requirements, safety considerations, insurance coverage, liability concerns, and alternative event dates.
Budget Reallocation Motion
Marshall McGonegal made a motion to reallocate $8,501 to address the Liberty Days fireworks budget shortfall. Jori Torman seconded the motion.
Vote:
· Emily Phillips — Aye
· Heather Lowe — Aye
· Jori Torman — Aye
· Jim Truett — Aye
· Tom Keefer — Aye
Motion passed unanimously.
Fireworks Authorization Motion
Marshall McGonegal made a motion authorizing Emily Phillips to make the final decision regarding fireworks procurement and implementation for the Liberty Days event. Jori Torman seconded the motion.
Vote:
· Emily Phillips — Aye
· Heather Lowe — Aye, with the understanding that appropriate insurance coverage is verified
· Jori Torman — Aye
· Jim Truett — Aye
· Tom Keefer — Aye
Motion passed unanimously.
Chris Allen was let known by the board that a final recommendation and decision would be available by 5:00 p.m. the following day.
The Board thanked Chris Allen for his efforts and assistance with the event planning process.

Website Update
Heather Lowe proposed the formation of a Website Task Force.
The Board agreed to appoint:
· Heather Lowe
· Marshall McGonegal
as members of the Website Task Force.
Heather Lowe also requested the creation of official OVPSA email addresses for the Chair, Vice Chair, Clerk, and Treasurer positions. She stated that she received a domain name from the state for the OVPSA website and that she will send out official utah.gov. email addresses once she know’s who is being appointed to the treasurer position. 

General Discussion
The Board discussed recent administrative updates, including:
· A post office box has been established for OVPSA.
· RAMP grant funds have been deposited.
· Currently, Lon Child and Emily Phillips are authorized signers on the primary bank account.
· Additional users have access to certain subaccounts.
No formal action was taken.

Adjournment
Heather Lowe made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Marshall McGonegal seconded the motion.
Motion passed.
The meeting was adjourned.

