
	
	
	





MINUTES
WEBER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (WCD) MEETING
Regular Meeting, June 4, 2026
FSA Office 2871 S Commerce Way, Ogden, Utah 84401

ATTENDANCE: 
Appointed Weber Conservation District (WCD) Voting Members: 
John Degiorgio, Chairman (Present)			Kelly Wansgard, Supervisor (Present)
Matt Peterson, Treasurer 				Trevor Wayment, Supervisor 
Ronald Stratford, Supervisor (Present)		Jodi Mills, Clerk (Present)

Guests:
Bart Cragun, Weber County Weed Board		Adam Wickline, National Audubon Society
Parker Wayment, Resource Coordinator		Jessica Reynolds, Weber River Partnership
Kenny Oswald, NRCS District Conservationist	Trina White, Ogden Valley Watershed 
Emily Bishop, NRCS Planner			Taylor Turner, NRCS Partner Planner
Magi Mathews, USU Extension Agent		Tyler Keating, NRCS Planner
Duane Kearsley, Weber County Commissioner Candidate
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WCD MEETING- CALL TO ORDER

WCD Chairman John Degiorgio called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. A motion was made by Mr. Kelly Wangsgard to approve the May 5, 2026, meeting minutes, and was seconded by Mr. Ronald Stratford. The motion was carried unanimously.


RESOURCE COORDINATOR UPDATE
Per Parker Wayment, Resource Coordinator, all sponsorship checks for the Grill Your District Event have been received. 
A new ISM Grant for weed control has been awarded in the amount of $59,400.00. John Degiorgio signed the grant agreement. 
Governor Cox has declared a state of emergency due to the current drought and the late-season freeze which occurred this year. The funding allows for 0% interest loans for two years. The funding is limited to $6.5 Million, and is expected to go fast, so producers are encouraged to move quickly. These applications will go through the Conservation Districts for approval and then be sent to the state. Any hardship connected to drought or freeze will be considered. This is an unsecured loan, and it can be extended beyond the 2 years with collateral. The process will take approx. 2 months to complete and disperse the funding.
During a recent Resource Coordinator training call Parker was made aware there are law firms checking information on the public notice website is all compliant, and filing lawsuits if they find inaccuracies. This is a reminder to make sure we are compliant in posting meeting minutes, agendas, and audio on the public notice website. 
Parker presented Oath of Office paperwork for Kelly Wangsgard and Trevor Wayment. John Signed the paperwork. Parker will complete the process.
The board has historically participated in the Northern Utah Cooperative Weed Management Area which includes Rich, Cache, Weber, Box Elder, Morgan, and Davis Counties. Parker needs an updated memorandum to continue participation on this board. Kelly made a motion to sign the memorandum; Ronald Stratford seconded the motion. The motion passed. John signed the required paperwork. 
Jace Farnsworth sent a survey looking for feedback to help the CDs work better with the State and the Legislator. These surveys are required by the end of the week. Each board member is encouraged to fill out the survey.

Parker has a meeting regarding Ag protection information later today. He has a presenter from the State coming to help coordinate the program with the county. Parker will try to get another session scheduled for the fall when it’s a little slower for the producers. None of the County Commissioners will be attending today, there will be county representatives though, and hopefully there will be more commissioner involvement in the future. An AG protection area is an old house bill put in to affect a long time ago which allows farmers to put specific protections on their property and allows the producer to practice farming practices without pushback from neighbors.  An Ag protection also helps to protect against eminent domain. There is a small processing fee and it is a very easy process. Many producers don't realize this program exists, and would benefit widely from it. Parker is making sure the Producers are aware of this program, and will assist in getting them signed up if needed. The land can be taken out of the Ag protection at any time, but it can also be transferred from one landowner to the next if desired.
Efforts to complete the ISM Grant project in coordination with the Weber County Weed Board are continuing.
The UCC Tour was very interesting, Parker felt the auto irrigation gate would be very beneficial for this area. The salt mine tour was very interesting, and well attended. 
Willson Canal had a break, and is looking for some emergency funding information. Parker is researching some different resources, and will continue to follow up on anything available.

NRCS UPDATE
Per Kenny Oswald, District Conservationist, Colton Buckley is the new National NRCS Director. Liz Ortiz is visiting, and would like to meet with CD's while she's in the area. 
Kenny gave brief NRCS Update.
Kenny is looking to partner with the board more often on specific projects, these efforts would take place in a closed meeting setting with about 5-10 projects a year. The board agrees this is important, and would like to start doing this as well.
Per Taylor Turner, NRCS Partner Planner, the $1 million dollar grant for Phragmites Control for The Weber County Conservation District has been approved and  is now pending a review, upon approval the grant will be applied to Phragmites control on the GSL Shoreline. This will cover drone and helicopter application, the chemicals needed, and restoration of the area. The district will be managing the invoices, tracking the treated acres, and getting the word out to the land owners. Coupling with multiple districts and agencies will spread the funding further. This is a high priority project as 1 acre of Phragmites uses 7.5 acres of water per year. John is concerned about the bird refuge area that has a huge Phragmites patch. Per Taylor there is current funding targeting that area. This funding is for additional areas, and will allow for focus on infestations further upstream. Taylor needs to record in 3rd party contributions for his budget, Per Parker the district SERA is $3000.00
UDAF UPDATE
Emily Bishop, Conservation Planner, has created a presentation for the Conservation Districts describing how rivers work, and how to work with them. This presentation is broken up into 4 parts. Emily presented the first of 4 parts. This part of the presentation covered why and how rivers work to maintain equilibrium. 

     EXTENSION UPDATE
Magi Mathews, USU Extension, Farm Field Days was a huge success, she got a lot of positive feedback. Magi will forward bus invoices to Jodi Mills for $250.00 in reimbursements.

  WEED BOARD UPDATE
Bart Cragun, Weber County Weed Board, the Northern Utah Cooperative Weed Management is a great organization. Recently they organized a group that included groups from Davis, Box Elder, State Forestry and Fire, and land owners to focus Efforts at Causey and Sourdough that have been very effective and continues to look promising moving forward.  
$8500 in chemicals have been received, and Bart will forward the invoice to Parker to apply to the ISM funding. 
Bart feels channels should be the first target for the Phragmites control efforts. He is very happy to know about the additional $1 million in funding, and hopes the funding continues for 3-4 years.
The Board is frustrated that county funding is being used on state roads, there may need to be efforts made with the State Commissioners for reimbursement of county money spent on chemicals to maintain state lands.









        BUDGET HEARING

Ronald Stratford made a motion to open the 2026-2027 Weber Conservation District Budget Hearing; Kelly Wangsgard seconded the motion. The motion passed. 
The budget was presented and reviewed. Per Parker the state crime insurance premium will be $129.77 annually. This will be added to the budget. The admin fee from the large Phragmites Grant will allow funding for more projects. John suggested some of the funding could be used to start the Bag of Woad Project back up. Parker suggested purchasing additional virtual fencing towers. 
Ronald Stratford made a motion to approve the 2026-2027 Weber Conservation District Budget; Kelly Wangsgard seconded the motion. The motion passed. 
Ronald Stratford made a motion to close the 2026-2027 Weber Conservation District Budget Hearing; Kelly Wangsgard seconded the motion. The motion passed. 

NEXT MEETING
Meeting Start 9:00 a.m.
Meeting End 10:06 a.m.
The next meeting will be held on July 7, 2026
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