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M I N U T E S
Wasatch Conservation District
Regular Meeting, May 13, 2026
WCWEP office, Heber City, Utah 

ATTENDANCE:
	                                  Conservation District Meeting Minutes
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[bookmark: _heading=h.gb9e0i78g4vh]Conservation District (CD) Supervisors
Addison Hicken, District Chair
Edd Sabey, Treasurer
George Muir, Supervisor 
Allan Sulser, Supervisor
Ed Clyde, Supervisor

Conservation District Supervisors, Absent


Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF):
Daniel Gunnell, Resource Coordinator
Rachel Winder, Conservation Planner 
Logan Davis, Conservation Planner

Conservation District Staff:
Heidi Hortin, Clerk

NRCS
Jenny Jo Cox, NRCS
Alisha Franco, NRCS-absent

USU Extension
Wesley Crump
Elizabeth Cohen-absent

County 
-


Others
Sandy Wingert, DWQ - absent
Taylor Deppen, NRCS/DNR- absent



CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER
9:00 a.m. - Addsion Hicken, WCD Chair, calls the Wasatch Conservation District meeting, held May 13, 2026, to order. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES *
[bookmark: _heading=h.owmsafpjg4p8]Addison Hicken, WCD Chair, asks for motion to approve the updated May agenda as submitted. The motion was made by Ed Clyde, WCD supervisor, and 2nd motion made by Edd Sabey, WCD supervisor. The Board voted and approved the current agenda. Addison Hicken, WCD Chair, asks for motion to approve submitted April 2026 minutes. The motion was made by Ed Clyde, WCD supervisor, and the 2nd motion was made by Edd Sabey, WCD supervisor.  The board voted and approved the April 2026 minutes. 

EXTENSION REPORT
Wesley Crump, USU Extension, update: Wesley Crump discussed Farm Field Days and re-engaging with community education initiatives like Farm Field Days for local children. The WCD board discussed past farm field day events. It is no longer held at Kohlers Dairy due to insurance coverage issues. Also discussed was the visibility of Wasatch Conservation District within Wasatch County. 

ZONE UDAF REPORT
Daniel Gunnell, Zone Coordinator, update: Daniel Gunnell discussed a stream alteration permit request for the Givens project in Wallsburg, including details about cross veins to improve irrigation. The permit is $100.00 Addison Hicken, WCD Chairman, entertained a motion to approve the signing of the permit and payment of a $100 application fee. - Motion: George Muir, WCD Supervisor, moved to approve. - Second: Allan Sulser, WCD Supervisor, seconded the motion. The board voted and approved the motion Outcome: Motion carried unanimously. Next item, Daniel Gunnell discussed the process of signing in new members and administering the oath of office. Both Addison Hicken and Allen Sulser took the oath of office and signed the oath of office form. Next item, Daniel Gunnell passed around a conflict-of-interest form for the board members to sign, urging transparency in any potential conflicts. The board and secretary signed the conflict-of-interest forms for UDAF. Also discussed was the Annual Scope of Work for FY27. The board discussed current projects and any changes that needed to be made to the scope of work. Addison Hicken stated that the district should hold an on-site tour to see landowner issues in North Fields. Ed Clyde, WCD Supervisor, stated that the district needs to send a letter to UDOT regarding issues on the bypass road in the North Fields. The board discussed the issue at length and Ed will contact Senator Winterton as to when their legislative meeting will be held to discuss the issue. Last item discussed was the upcoming budge hearing in June for fiscal year FY27. All reimbursements need to be submitted to UDAF by 6-26-26. The board discussed remaining funds from FY26 and potential projects the funding could be earmarked for. The board members will contact various irrigation companies and report back at next meeting.
Rachel Winder, Zone Conservation Planner, update: The Creamery Ditch project extension agreement has been extended for 1 year due to engineering delays. The funding is through June 2027. Addison Hicken, WCD Chairman, entertained a motion to approve the extension of Creamery Ditch project through June 2027. - Motion: George Muir, WCD Supervisor, moved to approve. - Second: Allan Sulser, WCD Supervisor, seconded the motion. The board voted and approved the motion with Ed Clyde, WCD Supervisor, abstaining his vote. Outcome: Motion carried unanimously. Next item discussed was a watershed festival in September. All ideas are welcome from WCD and will be held at Wasatch Mountain State Park. Sponsors and volunteers are encouraged to help. The AGVIP application period is open with changes. It's more streamlined and simplified with soil health or irrigation improvements, pest management, and payment for implementation if enrolled.
NRCS REPORT
Jenny Jo Cox, NRCS update: Jenny Jo Cox discussed the departure of team members, Rachel Proper and Jacob Hall, who have been called up for active duty. Introduced Aurelias Ortiz ("Liz") as the acting state conservationist. WCD board inquired about the implications of temporary appointments and salary structures. Also discussed potential funding for regenerative pilot programs that include soil health assessments and practices (e.g., cover crops), which could be applied broadly. Jenny Jo Cox also mentioned the importance of soil testing for funding eligibility. The board discussed a proposed conservation action plan which will identify future goals for the area and requested collaboration with district boards. Daniel Gunnell, Zone Coordinator, has a template the district can use and Addison Hicken, WCD Chairman will compose the requested action plan. 

FINANCIAL REPORT*
[bookmark: _heading=h.nh9zw4xqizr9]Heidi Hortin, WCD clerk, update: Heidi Hortin provided the monthly QuickBooks financial report for the WCD board review. The checking account balance is $103,841.97 and the money market account balance is $53,198.77. All accounts were reconciled and match the bank statement. Heidi Hortin also reviewed the current financial and budget considerations for the upcoming year. She also highlighted the need for timely submission of expenditures and reimbursements for FY26 before the June 26th deadline, as the state has requested timely submission of all documents. Addison Hicken received $225 for usage of the no-till drill. He will deposit it 
5-13-2026. Last item discussed was the Recognition dinner for Lorin Smart and replied to RSVPs. 

BILLS*
 						     -
OTHER BUSINESS
The Wasatch Conservation District discussed UDOT bypass road and ongoing concerns with the proposals and its impact on the North Fields and surrounding Wasatch County areas and landowners/producers. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]10:30 a.m. - Addison Hicken, WCD Chairman, asks for motion to adjourn the WCD meeting. The motion was made by Edd Sabey, WCD supervisor and 2nd motion was made by George Muir, WCD supervisor. The board voted and approved to adjourn the meeting. 

ACTION ITEMS
· All WCD Board members - retrieve a quote for ongoing irrigation projects and report back for budget approval at the next meeting.
· Rachel Winder- finalizes and sends out the invitation for the watershed festival.
· Addison Hicken - draft the conservation action plan template and send to Daniel Gunnell.
· Heidi Hortin -ensure all receipts are submitted before the June 26th deadline.
· Daniel Gunnell -Draft a letter to Heber City regarding water quality concerns related to development for WCD board review
· Daniel Gunnell - follow up on the stream alteration project and send out relevant updates.
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