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The Kane County Economic Opportunity (CEO) Board met on Monday, March 9, 2026 for a full board meeting. A quorum was met with board members in attendance including Alan Seilhammer, Keiren Chatterley, Pat Guerrero, Trevor Stewart, and Kelly Stowell. Kane County Commissioners Celeste Meyeres and Patty Kubeja were also in attendance. Kelly Stowell acted as Chairman and took minutes. The Kane County Economic Opportunity Board meeting was called to order shortly after 3:00 pm by Chairman, Kelly Stowell welcoming attendees to the meeting. Kevin Barnes, and Joe Sorensen were not in attendance at the meeting. Mike Mower, was a special guest in attendance who was introduced to the board and visitors to the meeting. Mr. Mower is a Senior Advisor to Governor Spencer Cox and deals with many of the Governor’s rural issues and areas. 

After reviewing minutes, a motion was made to approve minutes from the previous board meeting. A motion was made by Keiren Chatterley to approve the minutes of the Monday, 10/27/2025 Kane County Economic Opportunity Board meeting and a motion was seconded by Alan Seilhammer. The motion was approved unanimously by the board members in attendance.

A presentation was made by organizers of the Kane County Farmers Market requesting $10,000 to support the farmers markets across the county. After a presentation by representatives from the farmers market, a motion was made by Pat Guerrero and a second was made by Trevor Stewart and the motion passed to favorably recommend the requested funding.

A program presentation was made about implementing Historic Downtown Façade/Tenant Improvement, Sign, & Beautification Grant Program to provide grants to business and property owners for the rehabilitation, revitalization, and beautification of buildings and signage. To qualify, businesses must be within the designated “Main Street” project area, in Kane County. The program’s goal is to stimulate local commerce by preserving and enhancing the character of historic downtown districts.
Through the Kane County Rural County Grant, we are offering financial support to designated downtown areas in Kane County for Façade/Tenant Improvements, Sign Projects, and Beautification efforts.
· Façade & Tenant Grants: 50/50 match, up to $7,500
· Sign Grants: 50/50 match, up to $2,500
· Beautification Grants: 50/50 match, up to $1000

The board recommended increasing the beautification grant from $500 to $1000 and instead of the originally proposed $50,000, it was recommended providing $75,000 for this program. A motion was made to recommend $75,000 for the Façade,Tenant Improvement/Signage/Beautification Grant by Pat Guerrero and a second made by Alan Seilhammer, followed by a positive recommendation by the board for the program to be considered by the Kane County Commission for final approvals.

A motion was made by Keiren Chatterley to adjourn the meeting with a second by Alan Seilhammer to adjourn. The motion to adjourn was approved and the meeting was adjourned.
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