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MINUTES OF THE HELPER CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, June 8th, 2026
at 6:00 p.m.
in the Council Chambers
19 South Main Street
Helper, Utah 84526

ATTENDANCE:

Mayor Lenise Peterman

Council Members: City Staff:
Tyson Damron - Absent Community Administrator: Cole Stapley
Robert Olson City Recorder: Traci Bishop - Absent
Ruth Lee Deputy Recorder: Shaley Vasquez
David Palacios Police Chief: Sean Draper
Edward Chavez Police Officer: Absent

Public Works Co-Directors:
DdJ Romero & Brittany Hansen — Absent
City Attorney: Dominique Kiahtipes - Absent
Museum Director: Roman Vega - Absent

Planning & Zoning Board Members Present: Gary Burnham, Amber Sparks, Pat
Symchych

CITIZENS:

No public showed.

PUBLIC COMMENT-

None.

DISCUSSION ON CODE UPDATE WITH HANSEN.

Mike Hansen began by briefly going over his work history. He said his purpose of
the meeting was to show Helper City where they are with the code and get some
input. He said enforcement is critical and application forms are fundamental. He
then requested introductions from those present. Mr. Hansen went over what they
would accomplish, with the finish line being a new code, making sure it is updated,
possibly reorganizing it, and making sure that it aligns with the state statute. He
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said that some codes are more complicated than they need to be, and they want it be
in “plain language” so that anyone can read through it. In terms of legislation, Mr.
Hansen assured that he is hoping to have the code to the point that it is easy to
determine how legislative changes will affect the city’s code.

Mr. Hansen also said that when your code is clean, putting in small fixes should be
easy. Going over how his team is going to interact with the city, they worked
together to attempt to determine when Mr. Hansen would come back to meet with
both Planning & Zoning and the council. Upcoming events or issues in Helper such
as the ever-changing highway, the Intermountain Electronics expansion, etc., were
discussed. Mr. Hansen asked for the top priorities for the codes. Planning & Zoning
roles versus council roles, procurement, parking, living in camping trailers, curfews
in parks, and more were presented as priorities. As the meeting continued, the
council and board went over signs within the city, policy statements, and tidying up
codes, among other topics.

Mr. Hansen discussed the pros & cons of using the website directly to update the
code, versus having further access. Mr. Hansen said code enforcement is a
thankless and technical job when discussing the process with Chief Sean Draper.
Mr. Hansen said that he would get back in touch with the city once he had
something to share.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business, Council Member Palacios moved to adjourn.
Motion carried, the council roll call vote is as follows:
Council Member Yes No Absent
Olson
Lee
Damron
Palacios
Chavez

Motion passed
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[ hereby certify that the foregoing represents a true, accurate, and complete record
of the Helper City Council meeting held on June 8, 2026.
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—
Lenise Peterman
Mayor

Approved on June 18, 2026
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Traci Bishop
City Recorder
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