Moroni City Council Meeting
Date: May 21, 2026
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Location:  Moroni City Community Center 80 S. 200 W. Moroni UT

1. MOTION TO START THE MEETING
MOTION Councilmember Craig Draper to begin the Moroni City Council meeting.
SECOND Councilmember Kevin Taylor
All YES.  MOTION carried.
	
	ROLL CALL
Mayor Troy D. Prestwich, Council members:  D. Craig Draper, Thayne Atkinson, Jake Bagley, Kevin Taylor.  Cherrie Green absent

Staff in attendance:  Carol Haskins, Recorder; Brennen Russell, Public Works; Ashley Grundy, Zoning Clerk; Cheryl Shepherd, Treasurer; Greg Hill, Emergency Management Coordinator  
Others:  Paxton Prestwich, Denny Parry, Sarah Parry, Josh Cook, Kenadee Hopes, Bo Hopes, Patti Jo Hopes, Brindle Hopes, Angela Vasquez, Eloisa Lemus, Brylee Michie, Megan Michie, Hailey Larsen, Harlynn Larsen, Mrs. Larsen, Kevin Hales, Ana Hales, Sadie Hales, Paislee Christensen, Mrs. Christensen, Kambrie Russell, Billy Russell, Alison Tapia, Natalie Tapia
	
2. A. 2025-2026 MISS KENADEE HOPES AND ATTENDANATS ANGELA VAZQUES AND KENNEDY CARTWRIGHT
REPORT OF SERVICE AND AWARD OF SCHOLARSHIP MONEY
Miss Kenadee Hopes introduced herself as last year’s Miss Moroni, with Angela Vasquez as her first attendant; noted the second attendant Kennedy Cartwright was absent and might arrive later. 
She thanked the city for the opportunity to serve Moroni and said she enjoyed participating in community events, including the Fourth of July, repairing the float, and other activities. Miss Hopes described her “slime night” project for kids’ mental health, explaining she used slime as a teaching analogy: slime, like our minds, can be stretchy and strong, but adding too much “activator” (representing stress) can cause problems and needs to be corrected—so children should be careful not to take on “too much stress.” 
She concluded by expressing gratitude for the chance to serve and calling Moroni a great town to serve.
Attendant Angela Vasquez thanked the council for letting her serve the community for the past two years.  It was a fun experience and was grateful for all the new people she was able to meet.  

B. 2026-2027 MISS MORONI ALEXA RODRIGUIZ AND ATTENDANT NATALIE GUTIERREZ
Miss Moroni Alexa Rodriguiz was able to attend the council meeting.

Little Miss Moroni Bryndle Hopes and attendants Alison Tapia, Kambrie Russell, and Miss Congeniality Sadie Hales
Little Miss Moroni, Bryndle Hopes, introduced her platform “Kindness Counts,” stating she wants to spread kindness in the community by handing out flowers and “kindness kits” at festivals and to police, sheriffs, fire and paramedic personnel, writing positive chalk messages, and placing “kindness counts” notes or signs at the elementary school; she emphasized that small acts of kindness can make a big difference and asked for the city’s support in expanding her efforts.

Mini Miss Moroni Brylee Michie and attendants Paislee Christensen, Harlynn Larsen and Miss Congeniality Hailey Larsen
Mini Miss Moroni Brylee Michie reported that her service project will be “Pink Protectors”.  She said that she wants to be a police officer when she grows up, and pink is her favorite color.  She plans on handing out packets for families and police officers that include journals, candies, and a little quote.

3. OATH OF OFFICE – PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
Mayor Prestwich read a statement of appreciation to Denny Parry recognizing his dedicated service on the Planning and Zoning Commission, noting that the role requires patience, foresight, and commitment to the community’s long-term well-being. He highlighted Denny’s work in navigating ordinances, evaluating zoning requests, and helping Moroni grow in a way that respects its heritage while planning for the future, stating that Denny’s balanced perspective, integrity, and professionalism have shaped the city’s landscape and will benefit residents for years to come. The Mayor expressed regret at his stepping down, wished him well in future endeavors, and thanked him for leaving a lasting positive impact on Moroni City.

Mayor Prestwich introduced Sarah Parry as the new member of the Planning and Zoning Commission.
Recorder Carol Haskins administered the Oath of Office.

4. REVIEW OF THE MORONI CITY 2026-2027 TENTATIVE BUDGET
GARY KEDDINGTON, K&C CPA
Gary Keddington presented the tentative 2026–2027 Moroni City budget, explaining the city’s funds as separate “companies” (general fund, water, sewer, irrigation, Class C roads, perpetual care, celebrations, etc.) that each keep their own revenues and expenses while sharing employees and facilities. He distinguished general-use revenues (e.g., property and sales tax) from restricted/specific-use revenues (e.g., court fines, police fees, fire fees, Class C road funds) and showed how each department is funded, noting that police services are essentially self-supporting through user fees, while areas like parks, fire, and cemetery require subsidy from general revenues. He reported an estimated general fund surplus of about $101,850, recommended using restricted funds ,like Class C road funds, where possible before drawing on tax revenues, and outlined key budget assumptions including a 5% COLA for employees, no grants budgeted until awarded, to avoid overspending if grants do not materialize, continuation of the irrigation project, and likely need for a future irrigation system study and later budget amendment to support grant applications

5. PUBLIC HEARING TO RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS REGARDING THE PROPOSED MORNOI CITY TENTATIVE 2026-2027 BUDGET
No public comment

6. PROPOSED RESOLUTION 2026-5-21 MORONI CITY TENTATIVE 2026-2027 BUDGET
MOTION Councilmember Craig Draper to approve Resolution 2026-5-21 Moroni City Tentative 2026-2027 Budget.  SECOND Councilmember Kevin Taylor
Draper, Atkinson, Bagley, Taylor all YES.  MOTION carried.
7. FRAUD RISK ASSESSMENT – GARY KEDDINGTON, K&C CPA
Tabled for the next meeting

8. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE MORONI CITY ORDINANCE TITLE 4: DEFINITIONS AND 4-2-6: NOISE
The council reviewed proposed amendments to Moroni City Ordinance Title 4, Section 4-2-6: Noise, noting the changes were primarily to clarify and better define the ordinance language. 
Mayor Prestwich explained the goal was to make the ordinance clearer for enforcement, especially when North Valley Police responds to noise complaints. 
Council comments indicated support, stating the revised language is more refined and clear, and that it appropriately recognizes that sometimes of year naturally involve more noise. The council also noted that the ordinance includes explicit exemptions, such as city activities, emergency vehicles, and necessary construction work, and that staff had invested substantial time in reviewing and updating the section. 

MOTION Councilmember Thayne Atkinson to approve amendments to the Moroni City Ordinance Title 4: Definitions and 4-2-6: Noise.
SECOND Councilmember Jake Bagley
Draper, Atkinson, Bagley, Taylor all YES.  MOTION carried.

9. PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO MORONI CITY DEVELOPMENT REVIEW AND IMPROVEMENT REQUIREMENTS POLICY
Mayor Prestwich explained the changes were primarily language clean‑up and clarification, removing or rewording sections to make the policy clearer and easier to apply. Recorder Carol Haskins noted the policy is being continually refined and that the council will likely see it again as the Zoning Commission identifies further improvements. 
Ashley Grundy added that Cade Penny, R6 Regional Council, had helped review the document to ensure it aligns with city ordinances and state code. 
Council members indicated they saw no substantive concerns, describing the changes as “basic” clean‑up.

MOTION Councilmember D. Craig Draper to approve the amendments to Moroni City Development Review and Improvement Policy.
SECOND Councilmember Kevin Taylor
Draper, Atkinson, Bagley, Taylor all YES.  MOTION carried.

10. PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2026-5-21 AN ORDINANCE OF MORONI CITY, SANPETE COUNTY, UTAH, ADOPTING THE WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE BUILDING STANDARDS AS DEFINED IN UTAH CODE SECTION 65A-8-401; ADOPTING BY REFERENCE THE UTAH WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE CODE ADOPTED UNDER UTAH CODE SECTION 15A-2-103; AMENDING TITLE 9 OF THE MORONI CITY CODE; PROVIDING FOR ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT, DESIGNATION OF WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE AREAS, CODIFICATION, SEVERABILITY, REPEALER, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE
Council reviewed and discussed Ordinance 2026‑5‑21 adopting the International Wildland‑Urban Interface (WUI) Building Standards as required by House Bill 48, noting the mapped high‑risk area in Moroni, roughly from 400 North east to the hills, and clarifying that the ordinance applies only to new construction in this high‑risk zone. Greg Hill explained that the county, via an interlocal agreement, will enforce these building standards through its normal building permit process, and that adoption functions like an “insurance policy” by opening access to state and federal funding if a wildfire originates in the WUI area. After discussion and confirmation that existing homes are not affected council moved forward with approval.

MOTION Councilmember Jake Bagley to approve Ordinance 2026-5-21.
SECOND Councilmember Thayne Atkinson
Draper, Atkinson, Bagley, Taylor all YES.  MOTION carried.

11. RENTAL/LOAN OF CITY TRACTOR TO WALES TOWN
Council discussed and agreed to the loan of the City’s small John Deere tractor to the Town of Wales for limited roadside maintenance, emphasizing inter‑city cooperation, verbal limitations on who may operate the equipment, and the expectation it be returned in the same condition and refueled.

12. FINANCIALS

13. MEETING MINUTES
March 19, 2026
MOTION Councilmember Kevin Taylor to approve the March 19, 2026, meeting minutes.
SECOND Councilmember D. Craig Draper
All YES.  MOTION carried.  

March 25, 2026
MOTION Councilmember Thayne Atkinson to approve March 25, 2026, meeting minutes.
SECOND Councilmember Jake Bagley
All YES.  MOTION carried. 

14. ACTIVITIES REPORT – ASHLEY GRUNDY
Summer Kickoff Bash (May 30)
· Announced a “summer kickoff bash” with a band from Manti High School, a chalk throw activity, and BBQ sandwiches.

Fourth of July Events
· Reported the Fourth of July schedule is finalized and distributed.
· Noted key changes: 
· Turkey barbecue and car show will be moved to the Rec Complex to improve parking, restroom access, and reduce congestion near the fire station.
· The carnival will also be held at the Rec Complex this year so it does not need to be torn down for fireworks and to keep the grass drier.
· Due to Welch Days and the softball tournament, the car show could not be held the weekend before, so it is being combined with the turkey dinner as in past years.
· Asked for help driving the train at the carnival, joking about council participation.

Cornhole Tournament
· Explained they created a sponsorship program, which funded 10 sets of cornhole boards and bags that will belong to Moroni City.
· Discussed with Councilmember Atkinson the option of having the Mount Pleasant organizers run the tournament for a modest fee (a “couple hundred dollars”), especially for scoring and scheduling; council felt this would be helpful at least for the first year.

Purchasing & Costco Cards
· Noted that staff have obtained Costco cards to make purchases for events (like the Fourth of July) simpler and directly under the city’s account, reducing reimbursement paperwork.

Water 
· In related discussion, council and Ashley talked about purchasing pallet(s) of bottled water for Fourth of July with possible storage split between Brennen’s shop and the city building/basement.

15. COUNCIL REPORT
D. Craig Draper
Draper complimented the Planning and Zoning Commission on doing a great job and welcomed Sarah Perry to the group, noting that former member Denny Parry may still be called on occasionally. 
He also reported he is working on a “Safe Sidewalk” grant with Cade Penny and, depending on the outcome of Cherrie’s grant, plans to seek funding for a sidewalk on the east side of town, potentially using Class C road funds if grant funding is not available.

Thayne Atkinson

Jake Bagley
Councilmember Jake Bagley Reported he is working on getting park items ready and coordinating details for the softball tournament, with the expectation of further coordination with Ashley on Fourth of July activities.

Cherrie Green
Absent

Kevin Taylor
Taylor thanked Brennen for keeping him informed on the irrigation system and noted that, overall, this season has gone smoothly, with only a few calls from residents about low pressure and some schedule adjustments to nighttime watering, noting that residents have generally been cooperative with schedule changes, and expressed appreciation for the irrigation work being done.

16. MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Prestwich invited Chief Steve Gray with North Valley Police to give an update on services provided.
Chief Gray reported that the first month of the new police services arrangement has gone well and shared that deputies recently made one of the largest drug busts in Sanpete County history (approx. $100,000 in drugs), a case that began and ended in Moroni and involved multiple communities, with a significant portion of the drugs originating in Moroni. He noted increased early‑morning enforcement presence in town and largely positive feedback from residents. Gray reported that a new officer has been hired (currently finishing the academy and will rotate through Moroni) and that the office is hiring one additional position as they begin serving Fountain Green on July 1. He invited the council to contact him directly with any concerns. Council members expressed appreciation for North Valley’s officers and reported no negative feedback to date.

Mayor Prestwich reported contact with the Sanpete Water Conservancy District, noting a possible opportunity for funding to assist with irrigation mapping and an irrigation master plan, contingent on working through the District’s engineer and getting on their agenda.
Thanked city staff, councilmembers, and North Valley Police for their work and input, emphasizing that good information and advice help the council make better decisions for the community.

17. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION Councilmember Thayne Atkinson to adjourn
SECOND Councilmember Jake Bagley
7:25 PM





____________________________________
Carol Haskins, Recorder



____________________________________
Troy D. Prestwich, Mayor
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