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Utah Water Quality Board Meeting 
MASOB (Board Room) 1st Floor 

195 North 1950 West 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116 

And 
Google Meet 

 
June 24, 2026 

Board Meeting Begins at 8:30 AM  
 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
Water Quality Board Meeting Call to Order & Roll Call                                           James Webb 

 
Minutes: 

 
Approval of Minutes for May 27, 2026 
Water Quality Board Meeting                                                                             James Webb 
 

Executive Secretary Report                                                                      Candice A. Hasenyager 
 
Administrative: 
 

1. Appointment of Skyler Davies, P.E. as Official Signatory                 Leanna Littler-Woolf 
2. 2026 Triennial Review of Utah’s Water Quality Standards                    Jake Vander Laan 

 
Rule Making: 
 

1. Request to finalize Rulemaking for Total Maximum Daily Loads for E. Coli 
  in the Jordan River Watershed 2026 Addendum                      Sam Taylor & Sandy Wingert 
 

Funding: 
 

1. Final Report for Virgin River Groundwater Study                                              Robert Beers 
 
Other: 
 
Public Comment Period 

https://meet.google.com/gpi-fbwg-qcx?authuser=0&hs=122
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Meeting Adjournment                                                                                                     James Webb 

 
 
 

Next Meeting  
August 26, 2026, at 8:30 am 
MASOB & Via Google Meet  

195 North 1950 West 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116 

https://meet.google.com/gpi-fbwg-qcx?authuser=0&hs=122
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MINUTES 
 

UTAH DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
UTAH WATER QUALITY BOARD 

MASOB 
and 

Via Google Meet  
May 27, 2026 

8:30 am Board Meeting 
 
 
UTAH WATER QUALITY BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
James Webb   Tim Davis 
Trevor Heaton  
Michela Harris 
Joe Havasi 
Jeannie Simmonds 
 
DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY STAFF MEMBERS’ PRESENT 
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May 27, 2026 
Water Quality 
Minutes 

 

 
Mr. Webb called the Meeting to order at 8:30 AM. 
 
    
ROLL CALL 
Mr. Webb took roll call for the members of the Board. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – April 22, 2026, Meeting 
 
Motion: Ms. Simmonds moved to approve the meeting minutes. 
  Ms. Harris seconded the motion. 
  The motion passed unanimously.  

 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REPORT: 
Mrs. Hasenyager addressed the Board with the following updates: 
 

o Last week was Interim Week, and the committee released its latest study report items for 
legislative review. 

 
o Key Item outlines the usage and implementation of retention and dentation basins. This 

specific topic is slated for further evaluation and is expected to return to the legislature in 
the upcoming session. 

 
o Statewide Drought Emergency and Water Infrastructure, the Governor issued an official 

Statewide Drought Emergency Declaration. All 29 counties are experiencing drought 
conditions, with 22 counties classified as extreme drought. Snowpack status levels hit the 
lowest on record since the 1930s. The snowpack peaked three weeks early, significantly 
condensing the State’s traditional spring runoff. 

 
o The Utah Lake Science Panel meeting is scheduled for May 28, 2026, the meeting will 

include a decision to approve the Technical Support Document and rolled-up targets. 
 

o EPA Region 8 TMDL Workshop was hosted by DWQ in Salt Lake City the week of May 
12th, and a kickoff meeting for a work group regarding POS and biosolids is scheduled for 
June 4th, with Board Members Joe Havasi and Jill Jones volunteering to participate. 

 
o The 2026 Addendum to the Jordan River Watershed E. coli TMDL is on currently open for 

public comment, the review period concludes on June 6, 2026. 
 

o The leadership title within the Department of Environmental Quality has officially 
transitioned from Executive Director to Commissioner. 

 
  
Wastewater Certification Program: 
Presentation of the Utah Wastewater Operator Certification Programs  
2025 Annual Report: 
Mr. Burrell presented the report, noting that a new test implemented in 2025 resulted in a 71% average pass 
rate.   
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This change is attributed to weighted question scaling, which more accurately measures operator knowledge. 
The Council has executed a contract to update the database, which will improve tracking and renewal 
efficiency. 
 
Compliance & Enforcement: 
Request for Approval of Settlement Docket No. I25-01 for Ralph L. Wadsworth  
Construction Company, LLC.: 
Mr. Castejon presented a request for approval of a settlement regarding civil penalties for  
Ralph L. Wadsworth Construction Company. 
  
Motion: Mr. Heaton moved to approve the settlement as stated in the packet. 
  Ms. Harris seconded the motion. 
  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
OTHER: 
Requests for Designated Use and Antidegradation Reclassifications: 
Weber River, Middle Provo River and Deer Creek Reservoir: Mr. Vander Laan presented requests to 
classify areas of the Weber River as a drinking water source and to upgrade the anti-degradation category of 
the Middle Provo River and Deer Creek Reservoir to category 2. The board directed the Division to create a 
work group to gather more information including maps, data on existing water quality and input from existing 
permitted discharges before proceeding further. No motion was required. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 

 
MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion: Ms. Harris moved to adjourn the meeting. 
 Mr. Havasi seconded the motion. 
 The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
The full recording of the May 27, 2026, Water Quality Board Meeting may be viewed here Google Meet 
  
Next Meeting – June 24, 2026 
Meeting begins at 8:30 am 
 
In-Person  
MASOB 
195 North 1950 West 
Board Room 1015 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84116 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       James Webb, Chair 
       Utah Water Quality Board  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mBJEHrmhxOUy2FRBeepyz-y_56BwXILH/view?usp=sharing
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:   Utah Water Quality Board  
 
THROUGH: Candice A. Hasenyager, P.E., Director/ Executive Secretary 
 
FROM: Leanna Littler-Woolf, Deputy Director 
 
DATE:  June 24, 2026  
 
SUBJECT:  Appointment of Skyler Davies, P.E. as Official Signatory  
 
Skyler Davies, P.E., recently assumed the position of Engineering Section Manager. In this position, 
Skyler Davies, P.E. will be responsible for closing loans and executing hardship grant agreements 
on behalf of the Water Quality Board.  
 
This request is for the Water Quality Board to designate Skyler Davies, P.E., Engineering Section 
Manager of the Division of Water Quality, as Assistant Executive Secretary of the State of Utah 
Department of Environmental Quality, Water Quality Board; granting signatory authority for 
official documents associated with the Utah Wastewater Project Assistance Program.  
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO:   Water Quality Board 
 
THROUGH: Candice A. Hasenyager, P.E. Director 
 
FROM: Jake Vander Laan, Water Quality Standards Coordinator 
 
DATE: June 24, 2026 
 
SUBJECT: 2026 Triennial Review of Utah’s Water Quality Standards 

Board Action:  

A Board member is invited to volunteer to serve as a hearing officer at a public hearing to receive 
public comments related to the 2026 Triennial Review, August 6, 2026, at 6 PM, or this 
responsibility may be delegated to DWQ staff. 

Summary 

To meet obligations under the Clean Water Act and Utah Water Quality Act, the Utah Division of 
Water Quality (DWQ) is required to review Utah’s Water Quality Standards in Utah Administrative 
Code R317-2 at least once every three years (R317-2-1C & 40 CFR 131.20(a)). 

For the 2026 Triennial Review, DWQ has performed a comprehensive review of all of Utah’s water 
quality standards policies and criteria, including a comparison of the state’s water quality standards 
to nationally recommended criteria to identify and prioritize needed additions and updates. 

DWQ is now seeking input through a collaborative engagement process with stakeholders, partner 
state and federal agencies, and the public to identify any additional recommended changes to Utah’s 
water quality standards. A public comment period is open June 18 – August 7, with a public hearing 
to be held August 6. 
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Background 

Water Quality Standards and Rulemaking 

By statute (Section 19-5-104), the Board has the authority to amend Utah’s water quality standards 
through the rulemaking process. The process for changing water quality standards includes Board 
approval to perform rulemaking, filing with the Office of Administrative Rules, public notice and 
comment, a Board vote to adopt proposed changes, state Attorney General certification, and 
submittal for U.S. Environmental Protection Agency approval. Any proposed amendments resulting 
from the Triennial Review will follow this process and include additional opportunities for public 
comment. 

Water quality standards amendment priorities 

Based on DWQ’s review of Utah’s current water quality standards, and in discussion with DWQ’s 
Water Quality Standards Workgroup, DWQ has compiled a list of priorities for water quality 
standards amendments (Attachment 1). This list includes short-term goals for water quality 
standards amendments, interim goals to support future water quality standards changes, and long-
term priorities. 

Public engagement 

Public notice and comment period 

A public comment period for the Triennial Review was opened on June 18, 2026, via publication 
of public notice (Attachment 2). Per R317-2-11, the notice will also be distributed via newspapers 
and mailings. Written comments will be accepted until 6 pm August 7, 2026. 

Public hearing 

A public hearing to receive comments will be held at 6:00 PM on August 6, 2026, with both in 
person and remote participation options available. 

Next steps 

Following the comment period, DWQ will issue comment responses, discuss the comments with 
the Utah Water Quality Standards Workgroup, and submit the review to EPA. 
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Candice A, Hasenyager, P.E. 
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SUBJECT: Request to adopt Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) by reference into R317-1-7 
Jordan River Watershed E. coli TMDL: 2026 Addendum 

Board Action: Staff recommends the Water Quality Board adopt the amendment to R317-1-7, as 

proposed in the May 15, 2026, Bulletin as a Board Order effective immediately. 

The Division of Water Quality (DWQ) has completed TMDLs to address E.coli in Bingham 
Creek and City Creek as a 2026 Addendum to the 2023 Jordan River Watershed E.coli TMDLs. In 
2023, Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) studies were completed for Escherichia coli (E.coli) 

in 14 subwatersheds within the Jordan River Watershed. Since completion and approval of these 
TMDLs, new waterbodies (Bingham Creek and City Creek) within the Jordan River Watershed 
have been listed for E.coli on the Clean Water Act 303(d) list of impaired waterbodies. E. coli is 
an indicator of fecal contamination from human or animal waste and is a potential risk to human 
health. Point sources that contribute to E. coli include stormwater, although Municipal Separate 
Storm System (MS4) permittees are already complying with the TMDL requirements and no 

additional actions are required. The nonpoint sources identified ( e.g., pet waste, unhoused, and 
recreationist waste) are not regulated by DWQ and instead addressed through voluntary and 
incentive-based grants. Therefore, there are no costs associated with these TMDLs. 

Please refer to the following TMDL document: Jordan River Watershed E. coli TMDL: 2026 
Addendum and Appendices 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: June 24, 2026 

TO:  Utah Water Quality Board 

THROUGH: Candice A. Hasenyager, Director 

FROM:  Robert Beers, Onsite Wastewater Program 

SUBJECT: Final Report for Virgin Groundwater Study 

The Utah Water Quality Board (Board) awarded a hardship planning grant to the Town of Virgin 
on January 24, 2024.  This grant was awarded to assist the Town of Virgin in completing a 
hydrogeologic / water quality study to assess the impacts of growth and the use of onsite wastewater 
systems on groundwater quality.   The Town of Virgin and Sunrise Engineering, LLC have 
completed the study and have provided the Division of Water Quality with a copy of a summary of 
the final report (DWQ-2026-003158). Town of Virgin and Sunrise Engineering, LLC 
representatives, will provide a brief presentation of their work and findings from the study and 
answer any questions from Board Members. 

No recommendation is offered and no Board action is required. 

DWQ-2026-003159 
File: P:\WQ\DWQDatabases\OnsiteWastewater\Southwest Utah Public HD\Virgin WQ Study 
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