ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 17, 2015
REGULAR MEETING - 7:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Taylor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Present at said meeting were Mayor Taylor, Council members’ Louise Barnes, Guy Graham, Marlene Stowe, Melani Torgersen and City Treasurer Stephanie Steed. Council member
Greg Allen and City Recorder Debra Allen were excused.

Also, present were City Attorney Barry Huntington, Mindi Huntington, Emilee L. Woolsey, 
Mike Woolsey, Wendy Meisenbach, David Meisenbach, Dan Meisenbach, Page Witzdam, 
Steve Witzdam, Terence Tontlewicz, Ray Christian, Deon Alvey, Julie Ford, Ramona Sorenson, Marian Casse, Blaine Porter, Mark Lisonbee, Jeff St. John, Lori St. John, Tara Woolsey, 
Jared Woolsey, Jean Bramble, Janalee Bernardo, Elaine Lott, Mark Santo, Vicki Wren, 
Jeanne Seymour, Steve Seymour, Drew Parkin, Monica Taylor, Ryan Crosier, Holly Coleman, Dave Treanor, Geraldine Liston, Travis Seymour, Lawrence Barnes, Lori Coleman, Ray Gardner, Chris Nokes, Toby Gutierrez, Erica Walz, Sherri Meisenbach, Katie Meisenbach, 
Toni Wassenberg, Andre Yazdi, Mark Austin, Danny Perkins and Georgette Costigan.

Mayor Taylor led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PERSONAL COMMENTS
There were no personal comments.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 03, 2015 MEETING
Council member Torgersen made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 03, 2015 meeting as written. Council member Barnes seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members’ Torgersen, Graham, Stowe and Barnes voting aye.

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
Council member Barnes said Mark Austin was on the agenda for his road issue, but was not asking for direction, he just wanted to explain his project to the Planning and Zoning Commission. 	

SCHEDULED ITEMS
MARK AUSTIN - ROADS
Mr. Austin said he would like to have a work meeting with the City Council so they can understand his project better. 

BARRY HUNTINGTON - OPEN MEETING LAW
Barry Huntington gave a presentation on the open meeting law (attached). 

CITY ATTORNEY ISSUE
MARK AUSTIN
Mr. Austin read a letter concerning Escalante City personnel. 

Mr. Austin submitted a petition asking the City Council to retire Barry Huntington as the 
City Attorney (attached). 

MAYOR TAYLOR
Mayor Taylor asked the council to take a minute and give him direction on this issue. 
Mayor Taylor said Attorney Huntington recused himself from Chief Worlton’s investigation 
and tried to stay away from any conflict. 

ELAINE LOTT
Ms. Lott said, let’s think about this in basketball terms. Escalante and Panguitch are in the state championship, but Escalante has no coach, so Panguitch lets us borrow their assistant coach. 
Ms. Lott asked do you think this is in the best interest of Escalante. Ms. Lott said she feels that the city needs to get their own attorney because the residents deserve an attorney that will give 100% in taking care of Escalante. 

ERICA WALZ
Ms. Walz said she echoes what has been said and appreciates Attorney Huntington for recusing himself, but this leaves us without an attorney. Attorney Huntington said that is not true. 
Mayor Taylor said Stan Preston is our legal council right now for this situation. Mayor Taylor said URMMA will find the best representation for whatever the situation. 
	
BARRY HUNTINGTON
Mr. Huntington said he doesn’t understand why people don’t think he has Escalante in his best interest. Mr. Huntington’s grandparents were from Escalante and are buried in the Escalante Cemetery. Mr. Huntington said he grew up in Escalante and loves it over here. Mr. Huntington said when the issue with Officer Worlton started, I stepped down and handed the evidence over to the Attorney General's office. Mr. Huntington said it just offends him to say he doesn’t have Escalante at heart, he has family here. Mr. Huntington explained how he cares about the entire County, to him, there is no separation. 

JEFF ST. JOHN
Mr. St. John said he has nothing against Mr. Huntington and he supports Officer Worlton. 
Mr. St. John said Escalante has a drug issue and in three months Officer Worlton came in and has done what no one else would. Mr. St. John asked why is no one being convicted. Mr. Huntington explained that he is the prosecutor and can only recommend, but the judge has the final say.   

MARK AUSTIN
Mr. Austin said I have nothing against Mr. Huntington, but we have the rules of the Utah Courts. 
Mr. Austin said Tropic Town has Mark McIff as their attorney. Mr. Huntington said Mark McIff is a Judge therefor he can not prosecute in court. Mayor Taylor said he talked to Tropic Town and they are without representation. Mayor Taylor said Mark McIff is Boulder Town’s attorney, but he can only help them with ordinances.

JANALEE BERNARDO
Mrs. Bernardo asked how long Mr. Huntington has been the City Attorney. Mayor Taylor said since December 2008. Mrs. Bernardo said her question is then why all of a sudden is this a problem. Mrs. Bernardo asked the people in the room why is this a conflict. Mrs. Bernardo said this is ridiculous, Mr. Huntington is doing a good job and so is the county. 

MAYOR TAYLOR 
Mayor Taylor asked the Council what they want to do. Council member Torgersen said she would like to do her own research because she is having a hard time seeing a conflict of interest. Council member Stowe said she feels the same way. Council member Barnes asked how hard it would be to get another attorney from this area that is qualified. Mr. Huntington said it’s hard to get a defense attorney to come to Escalante when they find out how far it is. A lot of attorneys try to settle out of court or do it over the phone. Mr. Huntington said most attorneys charge $200.00 an hour and there are twenty four cases on the court docket this month. Mayor Taylor said we have to look at the whole picture, financially we would have to get rid of the court if we went with an independent attorney. Mayor Taylor said he wants what's best for Escalante. Mayor Taylor has not received any money from the city for meetings and travel expenses other than dinner at a mayors meeting. 

BARRY HUNTINGTON
Mr. Huntington said for the record, he has prosecuted a lot of the people that signed the petition. 

MAIN STREET PLANTER BOXES
Council member Barnes said it’s time to get the planter boxes ready to plant. Council member 
Barnes said she is asking for $1,300.00 to purchase more whiskey barrels and plants. 
Mayor Taylor asked Council member Barnes where the money would come out of the 
budget. Council member Barnes would like to use money from the resort tax. Council member Barnes made a motion to purchase flowers for the planter boxes and whiskey barrels for Main Street up to $1,300.00. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members’ Stowe, Graham, Torgersen and Barnes voting aye.

MARQUEE
Council member Barnes said we got a bid to redo the Marquee (attached). Council member Barnes said the bid came in higher than she anticipated and is not sure the city wants to spend that kind of money. Elaine Lott said Skyhoopie might have money to help. Council member Barnes said she would like to further investigate this item.


CITY YARD
Council member Barnes said she had plans to start moving the fence at the city yard this week, but no agreement has been made with the state to purchase the yard.

CITY WEBSITE
Mayor Taylor said he is waiting for more bids to come in for the website. This item will be put on the next agenda. 	

WATER
Mayor Taylor explained that the water fund is not taking enough money in to pay for the water system. The water fund needs to generate about $100,000.00 more a year. The city has not changed the water rates in years and has never charged the general fund for city property water usage. Mayor Taylor went to the CIB to see if they would reduce the interest rate on our bonds, but at this time they are not able to help us. Mayor Taylor said he will go to the Utah Divison of Drinking Water to see if they can reduce the interest rate on the bonds we have with them. Bicknell Town just raised their water 300% this year. They went from paying $30.00 for 3 months to paying $30.00 a month. Mayor Taylor explained how the sewer fund has transferred over $300,000.00 to the water fund so it will balance. We want to forgive this debt. Mark Santo asked what the rate for water is at this time. City Treasurer Steed explained the fees. This item was discussed at length. Council member Barnes made a motion to post for a public hearing for a forgiveness in funds transferred to the water budget from the sewer budget, water rates, city property rates and to open the budget. Council member Torgersen seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members’ Stowe, Graham, Torgersen and Barnes voting aye.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
The Administrative Department had nothing to report.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
The Police Department was not present at said meeting.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department had nothing to report.

LIBRARY DEPARTMENT
The Library Department had nothing to report.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Fire Department was not present at said meeting. 

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR JERRY A. TAYLOR
Mayor Taylor had nothing to report.

COUNCIL MEMBER GREG ALLEN
Council member Allen was not present at said meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER MELANI TORGERSEN
Council member Torgersen had nothing to report.
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COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham had nothing to report.

COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe had nothing to report.

COUNCIL MEMBER LOUISE BARNES
Council member Barnes said the public works employees have been working on the new street signs around town. The City was required to replace all signs with reflective standard signs. 

Council member Barnes said the potholes around town are getting worse and the public works employees will start on them as soon as possible.

UNPAID BILLS			
[bookmark: _GoBack]Council member Stowe made a motion to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Torgersen     seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members’ Barnes, Graham, Torgersen and Stowe voting aye.

Council member Stowe made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m.
Council member Barnes second the motion. Motion carried all in favor.





__________________________________________
Stephanie Steed / City Treasurer

Date minutes approved: ______
