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Utah Health Data Committee (HDC) Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 17, 2026

3:00 PM:
The meeting was called to order by HDC Chair, David Cook.
Members attended virtually and in person. Pursuant to the Utah Open and Public Meetings Act, an anchor location was available at the Cannon Health Building, room 125. Access information was posted on the Utah Public Notice Website.

The meeting was scheduled from 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM.
[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
IN ATTENDANCE:
Members Present:  David Cook, Charles Foldyna-Hawley, David Crockett, Curtis Newman,  Susan Longfield, Laura Summers, Tanji Northrop, Rep. Norm Thurston, Javier Chaviez Jr., Jeffrey Eason,  Alan Ormsby (by phone @ 3:30).
Members Absent: Mike Kennedy, Patrice Hirning
Staff Present: Patrice Nicholes, Bri Murphy, Qing Xiao, Ryan Christensen,  Mirudula Muralidhar, Jessie Lambrose.
Guests Present:  Ryan Jubber, Joseph Delli Gatti, Jahn Barlow, Russell Trujillo , Dot Verbugge
1. Welcome
David Cook, HDC Chair, called the meeting to order. 

2. Approval of November 18 Minutes  
The vote for minutes was pushed to a later time on the agenda to allow for a quorum, unfortunately quorum of 10 was not met at time of voting and pushed to the June 16  meeting. 

3. Legislation Session: H.B. 199 – Norm Thurston 
· The committee celebrated the successful 10-year extension of the current legislation through July 1, 2036, which participants viewed as a significant achievement.
· New requirements establish that diagnosis of a rare disease will be treated as a direct identifier, necessitating enhanced protection protocols similar to other sensitive identifiers like birth dates and addresses.
· The updated statute includes proactive language encouraging the use of data for state and public health benefits, which members noted strikes a positive balance for data collected by legal mandate rather than consent.
· The committee clarified that direct identifiers may still be used for research purposes, provided they undergo extra scrutiny and follow appropriate data security guidelines.

4. Subcommittee updates: TAG, UPAS, UFAS, DUS – Subcommittee chairs
· TAG: Russell Trujillo
· Russell Trujillo has been installed as the new subcommittee chair.
· UPAS:  Joseph Delli Gatti
· The subcommittee reviewed recent APCD projects, data submission methods, and quality requirements.
· UFAS: David Crockett
·  Members discussed data submission reminders and reviewed strategic plan elements.
· DUS: Jahn Barlow
· The group approved three new studies and one amendment, all originating from the University of Utah.

	5. Medicare Data – Patrice Nicholes
· The department is exploring options to integrate the last 10 years of Medicare data into the APCD to improve data robustness.
· The process involves amending an existing cost approximately $60,000 to catch up, plus annual maintenance fees.

6. Strategic Planning- Laura Summers, HDC Vice-Chair, Patrice Nicholes
· The committee is developing a strategic plan in response to a recent audit focusing on performance, data access, and public-facing dashboards. Members are encouraged to provide feedback, potentially via an upcoming survey.
· Policy brief for Subcommittee review. Two specific items were introduced for further review by subcommittees before returning to full committee. 
· Patient/Child Surveys: Evaluating sample frame requirements for small payers.
· External Research Request: Seeing more equitable and streamlined approval process for external researchers.
7. Public Comment
No public comments submitted

8.   Adjourn
A motion was made by David Cook  to adjourn the meeting. There were no objections. 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:47 PM

Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 16, 2026  (Hybrid)
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