 M I N U T E S 

RICH COUTY Conservation District
Regular Board Meeting, May 13th, 2026
195 N Main Street Randolph, Ut 84064
ATTENDANCE:

Conservation District Chair

Candy Cornia, President 
Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 

Judy Stuart, Treasurer 
Braden Cornia 

Yale Johnson (absent)
Cole Weston (absent)
Conservation Partners Representatives:

Ben Law, Conservation Planner  

Justin Elsner, District Conservationist 
Taylor Payne, GIP 
Jayme Kofoed, Conservation Planner 
Reganne Briggs, Utah State University Extension (absent)
Conservation District Staff:

Jeanne Weston, Clerk

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

Candy Cornia called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes were emailed prior to the meeting along with hard copies provided at the start of the meeting.  Braden Cornia made a motion to approve the minutes, Judy Stuart seconding and they were unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM

Financial Report-Jeanne Weston

It was stated that currently there is $26,013.90 in the general operating fund. 
The deposits recorded were: $3,342.24 (State reimbursement), $2.68 interest 3/3, $300.00 Kay Thornock & Sons (pivot track filler) 4/20 and $2.19 interest 4/27.

The checks that have been processed are: Conservation Planner wages from first quarter $13,941.06 #373, Judy Stuart SERA for $1,174.24 and Braden Cornia $63.40 SERA.

The checks that have not been processed are: Candy Cornia SERA $158.93 #374, Judy Stuart SERA $187.20 #375, Yale Johnson SERA $86.85 #376, Braden Cornia SERA $172.70 #377 and Cole Weston SERA $30.00 #378.

The bills to be discussed are: entity renewal $25.00 payable to State of Utah, Conservation Planner wages $13,425.61, Clerk wages $1,100.50, Scholarship $1,000.00, Poster Contest $400.00 and Old Republic Serety Group $131.00 (insurance).
Braden Cornia made a motion to approve the outstanding bill, Judy Stuart seconding and it was unanimously approved. 
AGENDA ITEM

Ben Law- UDAF
The Scope of Work was passed out for the supervisors to review. As far as education and outreach this will be covered by the Edmaps education and outreach. The supervisors all thought the documents that he brought over looked great. 

Ben did get the ISM grant that he applied for the district and $6,935.00 was awarded. He said it was written for education also. Ben spoke to TJ Hoffman about the grant regarding education on Edmaps. Ben is going to set up outreach days and help TJ as well so he can approve the points. Some spray is allowed in the grant funds also. Ben said he can bring backpacks from Cache for spray days. Dates need to be planned for outreach. Taylor also brought up water rights that are outdated and can become consequential. It would be a good service. Taylor was inquiring on how to help. Candy suggested that you would have to contact each rancher. Ben said that they would like to do an outreach with ISM also. Taylor suggested that Ben talk to Skyler about personally looking up who needs to Nick Riethel would like to see if the board will pay for a lunch for the CIG grant stop. 
Signature on commitment to serve for Braden Cornia and Cole Weston. Since the district already had them nothing further needs to be done.
AgVIP is currently open until June 22nd. 
A discussion was brought up on how to get stock water through other sources than canals. It was approached to Justin Elsner to see if he could get funding. Justin said that they would need a geographical boundary set. They would get estimates and put a proposal together. Justin said that he would like SFP to be around three years. Once the SFP is approved then individual applications would need to be put in.
SERA budget $5,000 was requested and granted $3,800. They are projecting to grant $3,800 this year if the supervisors think it is okay. 

Judy Stuart made a motion to approve the budget with Braden seconding and unanimously approved.

AGENDA ITEM

Justin Elsner- NRCS Updates

A new acting state conservationist, Liz Ortease from New Jersey has been hired. She has been working for about a month. There is no hiring nationally, there is still a freeze. They are requiring 3 out of 4 to be field positions. 
In Utah there is a shift to hiring engineering hubs where a team can work on designs throughout the state. There are two civil engineers on the team. There are a lot of projects that have an engineering element. TSP is a possibility- they can tell you what it would cost for an outside engineer and then can include TSP funds into a contract. They will provide providers with a list. 
Next months meeting he will be bringing conservation plans. They are currently putting them together. 

AGENDA ITEM

Taylor Payne- GIP

Several projects were funded. Woodruff BLM has a huge water project to spread water all over the upper pastures. There were lots of contracts that were funded in Rich County. 
There is a symposium in Kemmer on January 27th in 2027. This will be a day to learn about virtual collars. Taylor will be one of the speakers. Candy inquired how much they cost, he said $65 a year for a rental. Otherwise, you can purchase them from $300 to $350. They are very sturdy. Taylor said that he funded several to use them. Taylor said that he can pay for collars but they can’t ask for more in five years. 
AGENDA ITEM
Jayme Kofoed- Conservation Planner
Jayme presented a scholarship from Dillion Wasden. He was the only scholarship applicant and everyone read over Dillions application. 
Judy Stuart made a motion to grant the application to Dillion Wasden, Braden Cornia seconded and it was unanimously approved.

The poster contest was judged. 
Braden Cornia made a motion with Judy Stuart seconding to pay each poster contest winner at the awards assembly that Jayme Kofoed will present at. It was unanimously approved.  
DISTRICT BUSINESS

Candy Cornia- Chair 
The SERA forms were filled out. 
Judy Stuart made a motion with Braden Cornia seconding to pay the SERA this was unanimously approved. 
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Judy Start moved to adjourn the meeting and Braden Cornia seconded, unanimously approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. 
The next meeting was scheduled for June 10th at 6:00pm. 
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