
Price River Presentation 
(Carbon Water Conservancy District)
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How do Water Rights Work

First• Water Right Basics
• Schematic/Maps
• Decree(s)
• Proposed Determination
• Hydro Survey Maps
• Priority Schedule
• Real Time Data
• Price River Model
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Laws

First• Riparian Rights
○ Landowners whose property border a natural water body
○ Allow “reasonable” use of water for domestic, irrigation or 

livestock
○ Does not harm other users or the waterway’s ecology

•Prior Appropriation rights
○ First in time, first in right
○ Diligence Claims, Underground Water Claims, 

Appropriations, court appointed
○ Beneficial Use…
○ Surface Rights 1903, Underground 1935
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How do Water Rights Work

First• Beneficial Use (73-1-3) is the 
measure and the limit of all rights 
to the use of water in the state
○ Irrigation
○ Domestic
○ Stock Watering
○ Municipal
○ Industrial
○ Storage
○ ….and federally 
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How do Water Rights Work

First• A “person” entitled to use of water may 
file an application for a project to deliver 
water to a reservoir located in the 
Colorado River System
○ Colorado River Drought Contingency 

Plan
○ funded by the Bureau of Reclamation
○ water conservation program authorized 

by the state
○ DMPP, SCPP, Water Bank
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Elements of a Water Right

First
• Place of use

○ parcel number or 40 acre tract
•Period of Use

○ March 15 to November 15
•Point of diversion

○ PLS system (tied to section corner)
•Nature of Use

○ Beneficial Use
•Priority Date

○ Date of filing
•Nature of the Right

○ Decree, Certificate, Diligence claim 6



Other components of a Water Right

First
• Ownership

○ conveyed by deed
•Class

○ Morris 1
•Supplemental Water Rights

○ Other rights that help beneficial use
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Must change elements of water right 
by application

First• Permanent Change Application
○ Approved indefinitely

•Temporary Change Application
○ Approved for time

•Fixed Time Application
○ Colorado River drainage
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How do Water Rights Work

First•A water right may be forfeited in a 
judicial action
○ 7 years nonuse
○ not contested for 15 year after 

use resumes
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How do Water Rights Work

First•Public Water Supplier (73-1-4)
○ Provides water directly or indirectly 

to public
○ A public entity
○ A water Corporation
○ Community water system w/ 100+ 

connections
○ Water Conservancy District (73-10-

32)
● Can hold water rights indefinitely 10



Price River “Decree”
Water Rights that are determined by a 
court procedure
• Often referred to by the last name of 

the Judge signing the decree
• Often will have several water rights 

related to one decree
• Typically in result of a law suit
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Price River “Decree”
How to find it
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Next page…



Price River “Decree”
How to find it
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Morse 1-8 and Supp.

Keller Decree



Price River “Decree”
12/18/1902 Price River

The Tidwell Canal Company vs The Pioneer Ditch Company #1

• Farnham Ditch
• Albert McMullen (Wellington)
• Alred Ditch
• Pioneer Ditch Company #2
• Price Water Company
• W.D. Livingston for many 

individuals
• Spring Glen Canal
• Mammoth Reservoir Company
• Union Pacific Coal and Coke
• Church of Jesus Christ
• Pleasant Valley Coal
• Rio Grande Western Railway
• Pioneer Canal #1
• Price Reservoir and Irrigation 

Company
• Self representatives

Plaintiffs Defendants
• The Tidwell Canal Company



Price River “Decree”
Morris 1-8



Price River “Decree”
Morris 1-8

Also makes reference to…… 
White River Irrigation Company (Dissolved)
Mammoth Reservoir Company (Gooseberry)
Kyune
Winters Quarters
Spring Creek (Helper City)
Denver and Rio Grande Railroad
Union Pacific Coal Company
Beaver Creek



Price River “Decree”
Order Correcting Decree 1904

John U. Bryner received 43 acres of 1st, 7 
acres of 2nd , 7 acres 5th (Bryner Hansen 
Ditch)



Price River “Decree”
Supplemental Decree 1910



TODAY
NOTE:
White River, 
Colton, etal no 
longer irrigate



Price River “Decree”
7/14/1961 Price River

The Tidwell Canal Company vs The Pioneer Ditch Company #1

• State Engineer
• Deputy State Engineer
• Water Commissioner
• Carbon Canal Company

Plaintiffs Defendants
• Allred Ditch Company
• Bryner-Hansen Ditch Company
• Pioneer Ditch Company No. 1
• Pioneer Ditch Company No. 2
• Price Water Company
• Spring Glen Canal Company
• Stowell Mutuall Water and Canal 

Company
• Wellington Canal Company
• Bryner-Ploutz Ditch Company
• Gay Ditch Company

• Utah Power and Light Company
• Independent Coal and Coke 

Company
• Price City
• Helper City
• Price River Water Users 

Association
• United States Steel Corporation

Interpleaded Defendants



Price River “Decree”
Keller 3 and 5

Simply stated, Judge Keller agreed with Judge Morse (Morse 1-8)



Price River “Decree”
Keller Decree (Item 3)



Price River “Decree”
Keller Decree (Item 5)



Price River “Decree”
Keller Decree (Item 3 and 5)



Proposed Determination
(Adjudication)

The state engineer's recommendation to the district court of the 
nature and extent of water rights in a particular drainage basin or 
on a river system as required under the adjudication statutes, 
Section 73-4, Utah Code Annotated, 1953. Books are published and 
distributed to the water users. Water users can protest the state 
engineer's findings and recommendations as set forth in the book 
and accompanying hydrographic survey maps. These protests are 
resolved through stipulated settlement or trial. After the protests 
are resolved the district judges issues a final decree setting forth 
the nature, extent and relative priority dates of the water rights in 
the area.

Price River Proposed Determination was never signed….



Proposed Determination
(Adjudication)

Date Published

Addendum for 
Range Creek 
Area



Proposed Determination
(Adjudication)



Proposed Determination
(Adjudication)



Price River Decree Active Water Rights 
2010-2018

April - October
Preliminary – Subject to Revision

Canal 100% CFS
(cumulative)

Avg Number Days

Morris 1 63.95 150

Morris 2 77.86 10

Morris 3-8 78.49 1.5

Keller 3A 158.64 25

Keller 3B 213.74 8

Keller 5 660.62 32

Total 226 days
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Priority Schedule
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LINK

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1xuwcd5JGL-DpaFpRVdQDWRyphWSoZjBA/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=105228197519730954756&rtpof=true&sd=true


Hydro Survey Maps
i.e. adjudication maps
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Hydro Survey Maps
i.e. adjudication maps
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Realtime Data
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Realtime Data
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Realtime Data
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Price River Model
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Price River Model
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Price River Model
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Realtime Notify
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Water Right Notify
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Price River Diagram

Gooseberry 
Res.

Scofield 
Res

USGS

USGS

USGS

USGS

DWRi
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Price River Diagram

Gooseberry 
Res.

Scofield 
Res

USGS

USGS

USGS

USGS

USGS

Proposed 
Res.
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North Carbon Group
Pre/Post Pipeline

14.7 Average CFS 5.8 Average CFS43


	Price River Presentation �(Carbon Water Conservancy District)
	How do Water Rights Work
	Laws
	How do Water Rights Work
	How do Water Rights Work
	Elements of a Water Right
	Other components of a Water Right
	Must change elements of water right by application
	How do Water Rights Work
	How do Water Rights Work
	Price River “Decree”
	Price River “Decree”�How to find it
	Price River “Decree”�How to find it
	Price River “Decree”�12/18/1902 Price River�The Tidwell Canal Company vs The Pioneer Ditch Company #1
	Price River “Decree”�Morris 1-8
	Price River “Decree”�Morris 1-8
	Price River “Decree”�Order Correcting Decree 1904
	Price River “Decree”�Supplemental Decree 1910
	TODAY
	Price River “Decree”�7/14/1961 Price River�The Tidwell Canal Company vs The Pioneer Ditch Company #1
	Price River “Decree”�Keller 3 and 5
	Price River “Decree”�Keller Decree (Item 3)
	Price River “Decree”�Keller Decree (Item 5)
	Price River “Decree”�Keller Decree (Item 3 and 5)
	Proposed Determination�(Adjudication)
	Proposed Determination�(Adjudication)
	Proposed Determination�(Adjudication)
	Proposed Determination�(Adjudication)
	Price River Decree Active Water Rights 2010-2018�April - October�Preliminary – Subject to Revision
	Priority Schedule
	Hydro Survey Maps�i.e. adjudication maps
	Hydro Survey Maps�i.e. adjudication maps
	Realtime Data
	Realtime Data
	Realtime Data
	Price River Model
	Price River Model
	Price River Model
	Realtime Notify
	Water Right Notify
	Price River Diagram
	Price River Diagram
	North Carbon Group�Pre/Post Pipeline

