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To: MMAD Trustees 
Manager’s Report
April-May 2026 for MMAD Board June 1st 2026
Citizen Calls, Interactions, and outreach:
There was citizen reporting unusual mosquitoes in his back year near the 400 N entrance to the Matheson Wetlands. Because it wasn’t all that far from where we had found Aedes aegypti near the end of the 2025 season there was some worry that an unusual early hatch had gotten out. Ben set a trap in the back yard of the residence overnight and revealed that it Culiseta inornata was the species to blame coming from a neighboring pasture. 

Updates:
The 2026 season got off to a fairly early start with a decent number of larvae that were mostly of the genre Culiceta and in much higher numbers than we’ve typically seen in the past. Thankfully these mosquitoes aren’t known to vector West Nile or other diseases very commonly. They are not generally too annoying although they did result in one nuisance complaint mentioned earlier. 
With the record low snowpack it is possible that the river has already peaked back in April hitting another slightly lower gauge height in May. It’s hard to saw what sort of event these conditions will have on the vector species of mosquitos in Moab but it’s safe to say that we aren’t going to be having any huge annoying floodwater mosquito hatches unless we experience some very unusual weather conditions. 
With the early start to the season and with reduced field capabilities until we can make a hire I have been putting more time in out in the field as has Ben and things have gone very well and we’ve managed to make it into June with fairly good mosquito numbers. Although, the last trap session of the May there was a decent spike at the northern end of the wetland. Which will hopefully drop back down. The spike being caused mostly an early season floodwater species, Aedes increpitus.
 

At long last I am happy to announce that the Dihatsu mini truck is running again although it was a marathon ordeal and stress inducing experience to get it to this point. It’s unlikely that I will allow such an endeavor to be attempted again in the future unless it is absolutely critical and we have no other options. That said, congratulations to Shanon for completing the project and sticking with it for so long. Having to bring it back from the brink at several points where if anything else had gone wrong it would have been too costly and we would have had to throw in the towel. 



Steve Sheaffer
District Manager
Moab Mosquito Abatement District
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