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To: MMAD Trustees 
Manager’s Report
For Moab MAD Monthly Board Meeting scheduled: October 6th, 2025, 5:30pm
Citizen Calls, Interactions, and outreach:
[bookmark: _Hlk160197782]We received a call to report a flooded pothole in the heart of town that was being filled by sprinklers, allegedly leading to standing water all summer. We are monitoring the new site and will treat it if necessary, but no mosquitoes were found during the first inspection after the site was reported. The resident who called in seemed much more concerned about getting it paved over than about the potential mosquitoes. 

In late September a call came in from the western edge of town right below the hillside about a flood basin a resident said was producing mosquitoes. The resident complained about mosquito annoyance and said that the area had become inundated with adult mosquitoes. Upon inspection we did find high numbers of adult mosquitoes. A mosquito bucket trap left at the caller’s house overnight came back with 119 which was the highest trap count that we have seen in over a month. It highlights the importance of consistent site inspections, even for sites that haven’t produced mosquitoes in recent history because conditions can change quickly throughout the season. 

Updates
After a couple months of extremely dry weather September finally brought some rains to the Moab area. This much needed moisture was enough to bring up the water levels in areas like “the maze” out in the Matheson wetlands that have been dry for several months point. This in turn has led to sudden mosquito production in a sizable enough area that the drone was deployed to try and control the issue. It seems to have been successful and there wasn’t any big uptick in mosquitoes related to the water returning to the wetlands.

Although mosquito numbers in the wetlands have remained low we did get a West Nile Virus presumptive positive mosquito pool from a trap close to the hotels at the northwest end of the wetlands on September 3rd. Since then, we have had a couple of potential low-level detections but nothing that we could call a high confidence or even presumptive positive. Ben has been vigilant about doing more testing of smaller pools than we typically would to better monitor the situation.
On September 25th Ben detected our third adult female Aedes aegypti of the season at Community Rebuilds and once again, even after an exhaustive search, we weren’t able to definitively find the source or additional mosquitoes. We did take some samples of the numerous standing water sources around the complex and will be sending them up to SLC MAD as part of an ongoing Aedes aegypti eDNA (environmental DNA) experiment. Although it’s still just in the testing phase this new method could potentially give us a clue about the larval sources that had been being used by aegypti larvae in the past.
As we move into the late season there is no shortage of maintenance, cleaning, and other work to do around the shop and office. We would have liked to start these projects a bit earlier but between the water returning to the wetland, a West Nile positive pool, and ongoing Aedes aegypti activity we are having a busy end to the season this year.

Steve Sheaffer
District Manager
Moab Mosquito Abatement District
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