[image: ]1000 East Sand Flats Road
P.O. Box 142
Moab, Utah 84532
Phone: 435-259-7161
Email: Info@moabmad.org
Director: Steve Sheaffer







To: MMAD Trustees 
Manager’s Report
For Moab MAD Monthly Board Meeting scheduled: August 5th, 2025, 5:30pm
Citizen Calls, Interactions, and outreach:
[bookmark: _Hlk160197782]We didn’t directly get any calls for annoyance or mosquito concerns/questions in July, but we did receive an indirect report of bad mosquitoes at the baseball park which immediately caused some major Aedes aegypti fears for us. Upon further investigation the mosquito issue was a little bit exaggerated, and no production was found at the park. We then expanded our search into the surrounding area and found several small sources with Culex pipiens but no aegypti thankfully.

Updates
July was extremely hot and dry without a single precipitation event of any significance. The water levels in the wetlands remain extremely low for the time of year and might actually currently be lower than at any point during the last three years. The only consistent mosquito production comes from the series of small ponds along the eastern edge of the wetlands. It appears that DNR crews are working to create fire breaks and remove a lot of the dead vegetation, especially at the southern end of the wetland, which is certainly a good idea under the current conditions. With conditions so dry out in the wetlands the crew has shifted more efforts to 

The UTV owned by the district suffered a mechanical failure in the rear differential that has led to it being out of commission most of the month while the parts are on order. The failure probably could have been prevented if we had done a better job with routine maintenance and checking the vehicle over more thoroughly. We’re going to look at our maintenance policies and make some changes to be sure things like fluid levels get checked more often. Thankfully we will be doing the work to replace the broken parts ourselves which will save thousands of dollars and avoid the high repair costs and long wait times we’ve experienced in the past with local shops.

The Utah Division of Water Quality inspected our facility and examined our records for vehicles, equipment and pesticide applications to ensure compliance with our UDPES permitting/licensing. Although the inspection came during a somewhat busy time of year for us it was not as hard as it would have been in 2023 or 2024. I haven’t heard any further feedback from UDWQ, and it seems that the only problem that was noted and needed to fix was a records issue related to our larval control treatments. We need to have wind speed and direction categories added to our daily application record forms. This was something that we did have on the paper forms I made in 2023, but then it somehow didn’t get added to the new forms that our GIS provider helped us make when we went digital with everything in August 2023. Note that the mosquito adulticide application forms we use do include the required wind speed, direction, and air temperature records and there was no issue with how we record those adult mosquito treatments where drift is more of an issue than it is with our granular larval treatments. Although now that we’re making more larval applications with the drone it will be more important to include that information.

The same week as the inspection a technical sales specialist from Valient Biosciences and Sales Rep from ADAPCO visited us to help us learn about swath width characterization and do more fine-tuning calibrations for our PV35x drone. It was extremely hot the day we were doing this calibration, and I would call the results into question, but it was extremely valuable information that we learned that day about the procedure. It’s something that we’ll have to do in the future with each different larval control product that we use with our drone. Getting the adulticide application unit calibrated will be much more difficult and involved and isn’t something that we’re planning to accomplish this season. We do, however, plan to upgrade our truck based ULV system to controlled flow which will vastly improve our truck-based spraying capabilities for the inevitable time that we’ll need to make that type of application.


 
Steve Sheaffer
District Manager
Moab Mosquito Abatement District
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