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To: MMAD Trustees 
Manager’s Report
For Moab MAD Monthly Board Meeting scheduled: July 7th, 2025, 5:30pm
Citizen Calls, Interactions, and outreach:
[bookmark: _Hlk160197782]Someone from Kaysville UT called to ask how bad the mosquitoes are currently out at Ken’s Lake because they’re planning a youth retreat there for the 4th of July weekend and said they were considering going without tents. Ken’s lake is outside the district and no monitoring or control is being done there by Moab MAD, but anecdotal data was gathered from among the crew and other acquaintances indicates that there are very few mosquitoes at Ken’s Lake this year and just in general and we passed that on to the caller.
A second call came in near the end of the month from Portal RV to report a major mosquito problem and that mosquitoes were out swarming. We were very surprised by the call because at that point mosquito numbers had been dropping steadily for several weeks, and there hadn’t been any rain or irrigation of the neighboring fields lately. After further investigation it was revealed that what the caller had described as mosquitoes were actually just elm seed bugs flying out of the trees near the main office.

Updates
The river peaked several days after last month’s board meeting, which was very close to what we were expecting. As is often the case, the mosquito numbers and larval control operations, in terms of areas needing to be treated with larvacide peaked during the following week as the river quickly dropped. This year’s peak runoff was not high enough to cause any flooding in the wetlands and the effects were mainly seen in groundwater persisting in the wetland vegetation even as daytime temperatures reached high numbers. After the runoff subsided water levels in the wetlands subsided quickly as well reaching low levels in June that we didn’t see until late July or August during the 2023 and 2024 seasons.
As the wetlands began to dry up and the need to inspect and treat the wetlands was reduced the crew kept busy by turning our focus towards more of the urban mosquito problems of Moab. Treating storm drains and continuing to monitor for Aedes aegypti are both high priorities in the coming weeks. 
Although we didn’t get a big flood in the wetlands this year mosquito numbers did see a notable spike in early June. The sudden jump warranted some sizable larvicide treatments in challenging bullrush habitat that needed to be quickly treated. These treatments were carried out using our drone and for the most part things went extremely well. There were a few technical issues that caused hangups and made a few missions take longer than expected but the crew has been working on improving our methods for deploying the drone as well as the equipment and tools we bring along on those missions. By the second half of the month the weekly flights started going very smoothly. We’ve definitely learned a lot but so far we’re really only just brushing the surface of the capabilities of our drone. We’re really hoping to get all the issues that can happen worked out this season so that we’ll be ready when the next flood year comes.

Steve Sheaffer
District Manager
Moab Mosquito Abatement District
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