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Loa Town & Waterworks Town Council 				         May 26, 2026			      
Mayor Cody Grundy welcomes everyone to the Loa Town & Waterworks Town Council Meeting dated May 26, 2026, starting at 6:30 pm and being held at the Loa Town Hall at 80 W. Center Street in Loa. Town board members are present: Chris Olsen is present, Don Bone is present, Derek Woolsey is present, Kori Brown is present, Michelle Brian is present, Cody Peterson is present, Amber Perkins is present.   

Public Attendance: Brian Peterson, Kyle Torgerson, Sharlene Peterson, Sandra Hunt

Business Items: 

Discussion with Fremont Irrigation President Brian Peterson and Secretary Kyle Torgerson about the Loa Town shares and turns. The mayor said I guess our big problem is that everyone is overusing the 48 hour turns that they have so we need to address things and see what we can do differently. The mayor turns the time over to Brian Peterson to give them a history on the Fremont Irrigation system. The spring produces about 12 ½ second feet it comes down a little ways and all winter long it runs down spring creek and when it come to summer time we divert some of it to the town ditch, then there’s three pumps past the town ditch, Shannon’s, Chappell’s Travis’s, then it goes past them to Leavitt’s reservoir. Back in the days before pumps a lot more of the water went around this the other way because I have a pump and 180 shares and Roger has a pump and they still used to flood irrigate some of those pastures down there. But there wasn’t any pumps so it came around here and it got mixed with Road Creek and then it came down and eventually went clear out past the parker corral and across the bullhead and clear down to my place and Roger’s. Historically this stream was bigger than this stream and there wasn’t any pumps and Loa wasn’t pressurized and Derek took a little bit out of his ditch, and he watered, Cody watered a little bit, but we all used each other’s water. You went and watered your garden and a little bit of your lawn. Now because water can’t run uphill a lot of these lots couldn’t be watered. Now you have big sprinklers that are irrigating every corner of them but before you were just flooding the water down and people were sharing and everybody used everybody’s water to deliver their own water. 1 share of spring creek delivers 6.25 second feet at the spring that is measured in flow. It is different than acre feet. Once it goes past here, it’s not yours anymore. When they used to flood irrigate, they would get some return flow or what they call wastewater back into spring creek, where it would come back to them, but not with pressurized. So, everybody in Loa that has one share delivers 6.25 gallons per minute which is roughly half what a garden hose runs on full blast maybe just a little bit more than that. So, if Derek wants to come up here and take 6.25 gallons per minute every day all summer long then that’s his but it’s not going to get very far is it. You think about a garden hose on your lawn where does it go? It doesn’t go very far, does it? So, at some point along the line everyone went to pressurized irrigation, and everybody says we can’t do anything with 6.25 gallons per minute. So someone came up with 8 1/8” heads per share and he thinks it was Gene Blackburn but he’s not sure but he hears that name a lot so he will say it was him. Because that’s basically how many pipe it took to get across a lot in most cases. When all this came into being lots were considered half a city block not what we have now. Now, they get smaller and smaller and smaller and yet they are still trying to each water the same amount that 8 heads did for half a city block. So anyway, someone came up with this 8 1/8” heads which comes to 24 gallons per minute. Kyle said it depends on your pressure but that would be about right which is 4 times what your share is producing not counting any shrink. You lose a lot of water coming around here and right now, the main channel of spring creek is standing all that shrink because we are giving everyone in town the full 6.25 that’s produced at the spring and no one is standing any shrink, the reservoir is making up the difference. That’s the other component. They used to have that ditch that came all the way above Fremont and dumped over the beautiful falls that went into the fish hatchery and that’s how we got reservoir water into the town ditch all 56 shares of it, give or take a few and we lost a ton of water that way. I bet we couldn’t deliver half the water you took out, up there to the falls. The power plant took a lot of the shrink out of it with the pipe that runs from the power plant right straight down passed Trace Brown’s house and dumps into the town ditch and that’s how you get the reservoir water into the town ditch. This saved a bunch of water when we put that pipeline in. Back to the town issue, 8 1/8” heads run 24 gallons per minute and at the time that’s fine, Derek you run yours for 12 hours and then Cody runs his for 12 hours and Michelle runs for 12 hours. But it never happened that way, it might have right at first when Gene was still around and cracking the whip but it’s never worked that way. So the town historically for 50 years has used more than their allotted share to put it bluntly and no one has done anything about it. He said I’ve been president for 10 years and for 10 years they say what are you going to do about the towns taking so much water because we can fix you guys and put you on a meter and when the water runs out what happens Cody? I shut the pump off if we have no water. Brian said and you can do that every day as far as we’re concerned because our job is to deliver the water to these ponds and after that its up to you to deliver what’s there. What happens past the pond is the people who own those lines responsibility. He said the reservoir water can be stored, we can hold it and if you want to use it all today then you can, but the spring creek can’t be stored so you get 6.25 feet running by and if it gets passed you then it goes to the next guy. It’s a constant flow there’s no way to store it, it comes and it’s gone and it doesn’t return to spring creek like it used to it goes out and sits in that pond which in all honesty Leavitt’s aren’t getting much more than what they own, in fact most of the time we can’t even get the water out to there because there’s nothing going by its being used. When we ran two pumps with a ton of water it was sometimes not even getting to the end of the ditch to Chappell’s and Shannon, Kyle was having to send more reservoir down. But now with one pump running we are running out before it gets to them, so people are still using way too much in the town and that’s just two days on one side of town at a time. The difference is we don’t have extra water to keep sending down. Kori said is part of the problem that people have purchased property with no share of water but access to it so they use it and they don’t own it. Michelle said I think that is happening, but Kyle and I try to keep pretty good track of those that don’t have them and there’s not that many, so they agreed that probably isn’t the biggest problem. The mayor said the problem is everyone knows they have two days so they are going to turn everything they have on and let them run for the full 48 hours because they can and they want their water. Cody said all I can make it on the east side with both streets running is four hours and the pond is dry. Kori said Ellis said there are valves that you could run a street at a time. We did that on the east side of one street at a time, and it was a little better, but we haven’t tried that on the west side yet. Brian said we are required to deliver the water which we do and then some and you guys are an unwilling partner in this whole mess because somewhere back when Gene Blackburn was alive, he had the wild idea let’s have Loa Town take over the east and west side irrigation and have one company. Brian said I think both sides got tired of trying to collect money, so they came to the town and said why don’t you just take both sides over and the town council did. Kori said so if I am hearing all this correctly in the past, we’ve just kept using too much water and you kept sending more water when we ran out. Brian said yeah and every January at our meeting they say you need to do something about Loa and I say I don’t feel good about punishing Loa just because we can and let Lyman, Fremont and Bicknell do whatever they want because they are harder to meter and they don’t overuse as bas as Loa and they don’t mix Spring Creek and reservoir like Loa. Bicknell is putting their town on turns too and they are on every 4th day. Michelle said we were told they are only watering one day a week. They asked what Loa is doing for turns now. Cody said this last week we started out on the east side Monday-Tuesday and west side Wednesday-Thursday, but we ran out of water so we can’t do that anymore. So, this week I was going to run 200 east for two days and then 100 east for two days and see how that works. Brian said we don’t just have a responsibility to get you guys water, but we have to get water passed you and there are more shares out here to one person than all the town combined. So, we are sending the town enough to cover what should go there plus what should continue past the town and yet the town is using it all. The problem is we have no extra to keep sending down so that they get theirs and the town will just keep taking it if it’s on for them to use. We just can’t keep doing what we’ve done in the past because there is no extra water. They discussed a few different options of how to make the turns work. They just feel like people are so used to turning it on if it’s available and using it as much as they want that this turn thing is hard for people to understand. They have been allowed to overuse for so many years that going to so little has really upset them. But they may not understand that they really were getting way more than their share was worth for so long. They just need some education to help them see the problem. Brian said we need to supply the people past the Loa Town ditch that own so much more water than Loa, but they may have to change the way they water a little bit too. They are already regulated by having to call water in but if we aren’t even delivering what we owe them because the town is using it then that’s a big problem. Right now, we’ve tried running all of one side and it isn’t making it past 4 hours so the only thing we can do is go to streets and see how that works. Kyle suggested putting a board on the east side so that no more than is allotted gets to the east side and the rest goes down to the ones past town. Cody was going to run all the west side tomorrow and see what happened. It had rained so he was hoping not everyone would turn everything on, but chances are it probably won’t work and we will run out of water again. Brian said there’s roughly 106 spring creek shares in town and like 56 share of reservoir so like 160 shares out of 9000 shares is what we are trying to satisfy here. He said so this 8 1/8” heads are kind of deceiving because with a share of spring creek you really can’t run 8 1/8” heads all day every day. Kyle said everyone that is using 8 1/8” heads is essentially using 4 shares of water not one like they believe. Kori said so we need to redefine the allotment for what a share equals. Brian said yes but at 6.25 gallons per minute who wants to use only that much every day. They continued to discuss options on turns and finally decided that trying streets was the best way to keep watering the town and getting the water down for the farmers as well. They discussed going 2 days, 2 days, 2 days, 2 days and then off 4 days then starting over from east to west. Sharlene asked if she could say something. The mayor agreed. She said the problem is we have never had this problem before and no one wants to acknowledge that we are in a severe drought and there isn’t extra water anymore. It could be worse next year and even if we do have a better winter, it’s not going to get us out of this drought. It could take a long time to replenish what’s been lost. Brian said Loa is in a unique situation where they can mix spring creek and reservoir because the rest of the towns can’t do that. It makes it hard to regulate it. We’ve created a problem because we’ve always had water and now that we don’t, no one can face it. It’s hard to get them to understand the severity of the issue. Brian said I don’t ever see Loa going back to every day they will be on turns from here on out because there isn’t water and we can’t keep allowing the misuse anymore. Hopefully we can learn something through this summer that makes it a little easier for you guys and us and the townspeople. 

As an irrigation company we spent a lot of money trying to conserve by installing the new pipeline that cost us 8 million dollars so it’s not like we haven’t done things as a company to help conserve water. But just like any company, are you going to spend $3 million dollars on 160 shares or are you going to spend $6 million on 8000 shares. The conservation is going to be on the high line where it comes not in the town. If there were some grants that’s great, but if the shareholders are going to vote to spend some money, they aren’t going to put it into the town system, they are going to spend it at the highline. Derek wondered if there were any grants the town could get. Michelle said even grants cost money so if we get a grant there’s sometimes a 50% match and on a high dollar grant that’s a lot of money for 160 shareholders to pay back. The whole town doesn’t have irrigation so it would not be money that the town would pay, it would come from the shareholders. Brian said I don’t think you’d get much grant money unless you were putting water in a pipe and that would cost a lot of money to do. 

Kori said, so, what improvements could the town make if in fact they could find some funding. In your mind are there things we could be doing better or look to do, such as increasing the pond size or whatever to try to fix the problem to some degree. Brian said as far as conservation not really because we are already delivering your water and more. I don’t know what you’d do to conserve because you really should be getting less for your share than you are getting. Derek said what about metering? Brian said metering is going to help. Michelle explained that as you all know secondary metering is mandatory as of 2027, originally they wanted everyone to have a meter at their home but it was only going to meter the lawn sprinklers it wasn’t metering the fields and even at that, too many people share risers so there really wasn’t a way to make meters work, they had the conversation with the state and opted to meter at the headhouses as part of the exemption status because meters at every home would not work for Loa. Cody has installed a meter on the east side, and we will get the west side one soon. Brian said Bicknell did the same thing. They filed for the exemption as well. The mayor said the way the state set that up wasn’t metering the pastures and that’s really where a lot of the misuse is happening. Cody said there are a lot of people overusing water on their lawns too, you’d be surprised how much water is being put on their lawns. Michelle you are right, I had a person today call me to see what they had used on their lawn because they had been using culinary and in one day they had used 8000 gallons and we give them 6000 gallons per month so they were shocked to find out that they had used that much in one day. They don’t realize how quickly that much water can be used for just lawn sprinklers even. Brian said the only way we have to regulate it is to send what we owe you and let you guys fight over it. We don’t want to do that because we know you are an unwilling partner in this whole deal. I don’t suppose Loa Town makes a dime on the irrigation company. The mayor said the irrigation company pays Cody $2000 a year to run things and he’s used that up in 2 weeks so yeah Loa Town is not making money from this. None of the other things are getting done because he’s chasing water and it’s a small part of his job and yet it’s become a huge part of it for nothing. Brian said I know the problem, but I don’t know the solution. Maybe it just takes time and maybe in time and a little education and people will finally start to get it. Brian said we can have a meeting with the Loa Town shareholders and educate them on the water. He would be willing to explain things and maybe if we educate people, they will be more understanding. They all felt that having a meeting would be a good idea. They decided to hold a meeting on June 15, 2026, starting at 7 pm and hopefully people would show up and get educated. Brian said I’ve heard some people think they should have all the towns people trade river water for spring creek, so everyone has spring creek but that’s not going to happen or fix the problem. Kyle said then there’s no more me sending a little extra reservoir because their 6.25 doesn’t go very far. Brian said when Cody ran his pond dry the first time it was before we had reservoir going. It was worse. There’s no way to trade 56 shares of river for 56 shares of spring creek that’s feasible and even if you did that wouldn’t solve the problem. Kyle said maybe digging down and putting more valves in to isolate more lines would be one way that would help the system cut down on water usage. He said Bicknell can leave their pump running and then he just goes and shuts off valves so only certain streets get water at a time. That may help if running this way doesn’t work. Kyle said if this doesn’t work for the summer then you may want to put valves in during the winter so you can isolate even more. They ended their discussion with the meeting set for June 15th for education purposes. 

No other business Items were discussed. 

Action Items: 

The mayor asked for a motion to go into a closed session for reasons permitted under UCA 52-4-205(1)© strategy sessions to discuss pending, or reasonably imminent litigation. Don makes a motion to go into a closed session for reasons permitted under UCA-52-4-205(1)© for strategy sessions to discuss pending, or reasonably imminent litigation. Derek seconded the motion to go into a closed session for reasons permitted under UCA 52-4-205(1)© strategy sessions to discuss pending, or reasonably imminent litigation. Roll call vote to go into a closed session was taken. Don says yes, Kori says yes, Derek says yes and the mayor says yes, Chris says yes. Closed session begins. 

The mayor reopens the meeting dated May 26, 2026, at 7:40 pm held at 80 W. Center in Loa. Roll call is taken; Chris Olsen is present, Don Bone is present, Derek Woolsey is present, Kori Brown is present, Michelle Brian is present, Cody Peterson is present and Amber Perkins is present. 

Information Items: 

No information Items were discussed. 

The mayor asks if anyone has anything else they would like to discuss. No one has anything so the mayor calls for a motion to adjourn. Kori motions to adjourn. Don seconded the motion. All others voted in favor

Meeting adjourned. 
